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Douglas Design District
• Membership-based, non-profit organization

• Promotes businesses north and south of 
Douglas from Washington Oliver

• Pursuing a financially-sustainable model not 
reliant on elective membership and volunteer 
staff
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Business Improvement District

• Finances additional services to businesses

• Mandatory fee within the district

• Operated by contract with third-party 
organization
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Resolution of Intent
• On December 10, 2019, City Council received 

BID Planning Committee Proposal

• City Council adopted a resolution of intent to 
consider creating a BID at a public hearing

• Notice of public hearing and resolution of intent 
mailed to all businesses within proposed BID
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Proposed BID Boundaries 5



BID Ordinance
• City contract with Douglas Design District to 

operate the district

• City Council appointed advisory board

• BID established for initial one-year term 
beginning January 1, 2020, with one year 
extensions upon budget approval
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BID Fee

• Ranges from $100-$550 per year

• Due March 1st of each year, with late fees 
and penalties

• Generates approximately $50,000 per year, 
with administrative fee retained by City
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Protest Petition
• Must be filed within 45 days of publication of the 

ordinance

• If a majority of business owners file a protest 
petition, City Council must rescind the ordinance 
and dissolve the BID

• 45-day protest period each year after budget 
adoption
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Recommended Action

• Close the public hearing

• Appoint the advisory board members

• Place ordinance establishing the BID on first 
reading
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