
 

Advance Plans Committee 
Summary of Meeting 

9:00 a.m., May 5, 2016 

Attendance 

AP Committee Members:  David Dennis, Bob Dool, Joe Johnson, John Todd 

MAPD staff: Stephen Banks, Dave Barber, Scott Knebel, Scott Wadle 

Other: Larry Hoetmer, Matt Townsend  
 

Discussion Summary 

1. The Advance Plans Committee approved the summary of the April 7, 2016 Committee 

meeting. 
 

2. Larry Hoetmer and Matt Townsend from the Park and Recreation Department provided the 

Committee with a presentation on the changes/highlights contained in the proposed Wichita 

PROS Plan Update 2016. This update has been developed by City staff over the last six 

months, supplemented with technical support from the consultants who were hired to 

prepare the 2008 Plan. Major highlights contained in the presentation by Hoetmer and 

Townsend were: 

 The 2008 PROS Plan was negatively impacted by the economic downturn that 

started in 2009. This Plan has only partially been implemented; 

 The 2016 Plan Update takes a more pragmatic and realistic approach and is centered 

around 10 new/revised goals; 

 The plan update is fully coordinated and consistent with other current, relevant City 

plans including the recently adopted Community Investments Plan; 

 The updated plan focuses on improving connections and linkages, preserving 

existing resources, and promoting community-based recreation that utilizes 

recreation centers and specialized centers. Emphasis is placed on building multi-

sector service delivery based on the utilization of public/private partnerships. 

 Renewed emphasis is placed on the advocacy role of the Wichita Parks Foundation 

in the areas of fund-raising, lobbying, and soliciting donations to fund future capital 

improvements. 

The recommendations offered by the Committee regarding the final draft 2016 PROS Plan 

Update were: 

 Golf courses should be self-sustaining since they compete with private sector 

facilities (staff confirmed that city golf courses are self-funded); 

 It is important to find corporate underwriters or donors who will fund the 

development and operation of city parks, recreation and opens space facilities 

recommended in the Plan. 

 The Plan should emphasize and support the use of gray water to irrigate city parks, 

open space areas and golf courses where economically feasible. 

Following further discussion, a motion was made by Dennis and seconded by Johnson to 

recommend that the MAPC adopt the Wichita PROS Plan Update 2016, including the 

changes recommended by the Advanced Plans Committee, as an element of the Community 

Investments Plan. 

Motion carried 4-0 

3. A staff update on the implementation phases/priorities for the Wichita Urban Infill Strategy 

and the Community Building Blocks Strategic Actions was deferred to the next meeting of 

the Advance Plans Committee. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 


