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A Better Block event was held April 27th and 28th 2012 on E Douglas Ave between Hydraulic and Kansas 

streets. The street was temporarily redesigned with curb bulbs, a pedestrian plaza, bike lanes and a 

temporary mid-block crosswalk.  The street was further activated with pop-up businesses, food trucks 

and activities. The project was a “community revitalization effort” to demonstrate how multi-modal 

street improvements and activation can also improve a street.  

The event served as an opportunity to demonstrate how bicycle facilities can be accommodated on the 

roadway.  
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Better Blocks Press Release 
 

DATE:  December 21, 2012      FOR IMMEDIATE 

RELEASE 

CONTACT:   Scott Wadle, 352-4855 

Two-Day Better Block Event Kicks Off Today  

 

The two-day Better Block event starts today. It will occur from 4 to 9 p.m. today and 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday at the intersection of Douglas Avenue and Hydraulic 

Street in the Douglas Design District.  

Better Block is a temporary transformation of Douglas Avenue as a more bicycle-, 

pedestrian-, and transit-friendly street, mixed with public art, culture, pop-up businesses 

and street life. The Better Block event is part of the City of Wichita Bicycle Master Plan; 

a plan to make getting around on a bicycle safer, easier, and more convenient. The 

event will also provide people opportunities to experience the following features.   

 Ride your bicycle in the bike lane and cycle track 

 Relax with sidewalk seating  

 Experience public art 

 Utilize later and more frequent bus service (Friday night) 

 Discover the enhanced pedestrian crossing 

 Enjoy an assortment of dining and shopping opportunities 

 Admire the pedestrian scale lighting 

 Try the back-in angled parking 

 

Also, at 5 p.m. today, Vice Mayor Janet Miller will present the Tour de Cure and Bike 

Month Proclamation at Tanya’s Soup Kitchen in the Better Block. For more information 

about Better Block and the Wichita Bicycle Master Plan, please visit www.wichita.gov 

and click on the Bicycle Master Plan icon. 
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