Wichita Citizen Study Sessions

Section 1. Global Economy and the Strength of Community
We must make difficult choices about how best to invest limited resources tostrengthen the local
economy and to improvequality of life today and for future generations. The outlook for the future
depends in part on the willingness of the community to pull together andrespond to global
challenges.Please circle the number that best describes your level of agreement with each of the
following statements.

Strongly Strongly

Wichita-Sedgwick County and the Global Economy Disagree Disagree Agree Agree

01. Boeing’s decision to move its operations is a warning for what
can happen if we fail as a community to work together to
respond to economic challenges 1 2 3 4

02. It is better to have local employees working for international
manufacturers than to lose jobs to manufacturing outside the
United States 1 2 3 4

03. Local government should use public resources to encourage
business investment and to improve our capacity to compete
nationally and internationally 1 2 3 4

04. Local government, the school district, community organizations
and the business community should work together to create an
investment climate that is attractive to business 1 2 3 4

Strongly Strongly

Strength of Community Disagree Disagree Agree Agree

05. The growing divide between citizens is one of the most

important threats to the well-being of our community and nation 1 2 3 4
06. It is important that we pull together as a community to respond

to global and local challenges to quality of life 1 2 3 4
07. I would be willing to get involved in activities to improve the

community if I knew what to do 1 2 3 4
08. Most people would be willing to get involved in activities to

improve the community if they knew what to do 1 2 3 4
09. I am willing to put community interests above personal interests 1 2 3 4
10. Most people are willing to put community interests above

personal interests 1 2 3 4
11. 1 am willing to make personal sacrifices for the well-being of

future generations. 1 2 3 4
12. Most people are willing to make personal sacrifices for the

well-being of future generations. 1 2 3 4
13. Government should invest public resources in ways that balance

the needs and concerns of current and future generations 1 2 3 4

Comments




Section 2. Government Involvement in Economic Development

There are differences of opinion about the proper role of government as it relates to economic
development. Some feel that government should not interfere with market forces. Others feel that
government should aggressively usepublic incentives to encourage business investment and job
creation. Please circle the number for each item that describes the course of action that you feel is
best for the long-term well-being of the community.

If you do not believethat it is in the best interest of the community for local government to get
involved in economic development Circlel(strongly disagree)or2(disagree)on items in this

section.

If you do believe that it is in the best interest of the community for local government to get

involved in economic developmentCircle3(Agree) or4(Strongly Agree) on items in this

section.

“Local government should use public resources....” gﬁ;‘;g?;’é Disagree AgreeStArg?éﬂy
01. .. .in ways that create employment opportunity for all citizens 1 2 3 4
02. .. .to encourage job creation through local business expansion 1 2 3 4
03. ...to encourage job creation through new business formation

capable of surviving start-up challenges 1 2 3 4
04. .. .to encourage job creation through business relocation

to our community 1 2 3 4
05. ...toprepare business sites that are ready for investment

including water, sewer, streets, etc. 1 2 3 4
06. ...to assist businesses that are willing to train high school students

and young adults 2 3 4
07. ...to assist businesses that are willing to retrain adults 1 2 3 4
08. ...to encourage business investment when community benefits

are greater than the public dollars invested 1 2 3 4
09. ...to encourage business investment when private dollars invested

are greater than public dollars invested 1 2 3 4

10. ...when businesses make a substantial investment in facilities

demonstrating a long-term commitment to the community 2 3 4
11. ...to encourage growth in aviation related jobs 2 3 4
12. .. .to encourage growth in non-aviation related jobs 2 3 4
13. ...to encourage investment in residential units and office

buildings making downtown a place where people want

to live and work 1 2 3 4
14. .. .renovate and expand Century Il to create additional space

for cultural arts and entertainment 1 2 3 4

Comments




Section 3. Community Development

This section assesses the strength of neighborhoods and the proper role of local government in
neighborhood improvement.Please circle the number that best describes your level of agreement
with the following statements and what is best for the long-term well-being of the community.

Strongly Strongly
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree

01. ’'m willing to work with my neighbors to make our

neighborhood a good place to live 1 2 3 4
02. My neighbors are willing to work with me to make our

neighborhood a good place to live 1 2 3 4
03. If I saw a stranger hanging around a neighbors home when they

were gone | would contact my neighbor or the police 1 2 3 4
04. If my neighbors saw a stranger hanging around my home when

I was gone they would contact me or the police 1 2 3 4
05. I’'m willing to work with and provide community police officers

the information they need to prevent or solve crime 1 2 3 4
06. My neighborhood has a strong neighborhood organization

that encourages neighbors to work together 1 2 3 4
07." As the federal government reduces funding the community

should develop local solutions for homelessness 1 2 3 4
08. As the federal government reduces funding the community

shouldassist those who have lost their jobs with housing 1 2 3 4

09. Local government and the school district should work with
neighborhood and community organizations to improve

neighborhoods when neighbors are willing do their part 1 2 3 4
10. The community should assist children whose parents are

unwilling or unable to meet their needs 1 2 3 4
11. Neighborhood schoolchildren need more after-school and

weekend supervised activities than they are currently getting 1 2 3 4

12. Local government and the school district should work with
community organizations to create opportunities for
schoolchildren to become contributing members to society 1 2 3 4

13. We should expand summer youth employment programs 1 2 3 4

14. As the federal government reduces funding local government
should invest in neighborhood improvements including streets,
sidewalks, streetlights, etc. 1 2 3 4

15. Public dollars should be spent to improveneighborhood libraries

1 2 3 4

16. Public dollars should be spent tobuild a newcentral library
downtown 1 2 3 4
17. Public dollars should be spent to create green space and parks 1 2 3 4

18. Public dollars should be spent on swimming pools, aquaticparks
and water features 1 2 3 4




Section 4. Transportation

The community must make some important decisions about our transportation priorities. Should
we continue to focus primarily on automobile travel or should we begin building a public
transportation system for a future where gasoline is limited and expensive? Should we repair road

surfaces and bridges only when absolutely necessary to hold the line on taxes?

Please circle the number that best describes your level of agreement with the following
investment options based on what you feel is best for the long-term well-being of the community.

“The communityshould....” Dy Disagree Agree a9
01. ...focus onstreet maintenance andshould notmake
improvements such as the Kellogg expressway, K-96
and anorthwest freeway 1 2 3 4
02. ...reduce street maintenanceby making repairs only when
absolutely necessary toprotect our investment 2 3 4
03. ...discontinue building bicycle and walking paths 2 3 4
04. .. .build bike lanes to encourage bicycle travel 2 3 4
05. ...improve public transportation by making bus travel faster
andmore convenient including evening and weekend service 1 2 3 4
06. ...improvepublic transportationnow to preparefor a future
where petroleum is limited and more expensive 2 3 4
07. ...improve bus service for a growing number of senior citizens 2 3 4
08. ...improve bus service for individuals who cannot afford to
own and operate automobiles 1 2 3 4
09. ...improve bus service for individuals with physical or
mental disabilities 1 2 3 4
10. ...develop a transit system with bus connections between
Wichita and surrounding communities 1 2 3 4
11. ...developrail connectionsfor passenger train servicebetween
Wichita and other cities including Kansas City,Oklahoma City,
and Fort Worth 1 2 3 4
12. .. .continue to use public resources to encourage airlines to
increase thenumber and reduce the cost of flights
through Wichita Mid-Continent Airport 1 2 3 4

Comments




Section 5. Water Related Concerns and Investments
Urban communities throughout the United States are struggling with decisions about how best to
create access to and use a finite/limited supply of clean water. We have invested
approximately$256 million in the first two stages of an Aquifer Storage and Recovery system
(ASR). The ASR pulls and cleans water from the Arkansas River during high water periods and
injects it into the aquifer (groundwater supply). We must decide what mix of options will best
meet our water needs including conservation, re-using treated sewer water for irrigation and
manufacturing, tapping into the EI Dorado reservoir, and investing in stages 3 and 4 of the ASR.
Please circle the number that best describes your level of agreement with the following statements
based on what you feel is best for the long-term well-being of the community.

“To make the best use of a finite/limited supply of strongly . Strongly
. . isagree Agree
clean water the community should......” Disagree Agree
01. ...requireresidential and commercial property owners toreduce
water consumption including reductions inwatering grass 1 2 3 4
02. ,..change to landscaping that requires less water 1 2 3 4
03. ...discourage businesses that are heavy water users
from investing in our community 1 2 3 4
04. . ..reducewater consumptionnow to delay when investments
in infrastructure will become necessary 1 2 3 4
05. ...reducewater consumptionnow and invest ininfrastructure
toensure that we willhave waterin the future 1 2 3 4
06. ...not requirereductions inwater consumptionbut should
increasetheprice ofwater to pay for investments in
infrastructureto ensurethat we will have water in the future 1 2 3 4
07. ...require business to pay the same price per gallon of water
that citizens pay 1 2 3 4
Stormwater and Flooding
/As concrete and asphalt surfaces replace green space and as the current
storm water drainage system ages it loses capacity to carry storm water
an_d is increasingly prone to ﬂoodi_ng_. For example, the “Big Ditch” (18 Strongly Strongly
mile channel and levee system built in 1959) is in need of repair. Disagree Disagree Agree Agree
01. Flooding is not a problem in our community 1 2 3 4
02. We should develop a county-wide strategy to manage and fund
storm water improvements 1 2 3 4
03. | would be willing to pay a small increase in my water bill
to fund improvements 1 2 3 4

Comments




Section 6. Demonstrated Trust and the Investment of Tax Dollars
The purpose of this section is to give government feedback about whether it is investing your tax
dollars in ways that are consistent with the long-term well-being of the community.
Please circle the number that best describes the truthfulness of the following statements as they
relate to community and the investment of your tax dollars.

“The community is a better place because we invested in......” De,:g:'sfly Pr,?gligly Pr$?35 ly De%nu';ew
01. ...the Kellogg cast-west expressway to reduce congestion

and to make automobile travel easier 1 2 3 4
02. ...an Aquifer Storage and Recovery System that pulls and

cleans water from the Arkansas River during high water

periods and stores it in the aquifer for future use 1 2 3 4
03. ...the creation of the National Center for Aviation Training
that prepares workers for aviation related employment 1 2 3 4

04. . .the revitalization of downtown to encourage investment in
residential units and officebuildings making downtown a

place where people want to liveand work 1 2 3 4

05. ., .walking and bicycle paths to improve health and recreation 1 2 3 4
06. ...investments such as the Wichita ArtMuseum, Sedgwick

County Zoo, Exploration Place, Intrust Bank arena 1 2 3 4

Comments




Section 7. Recommended Changes in Investment: Long-term Well-Being of the Community

Please circle the number that best describes the recommended change in the investment of tax
dollars based on what you feel is best for the long-term well-being of the community.

Change in Investment

Type of Investment Much No Much

Less Less Change More More

01. Economic development and offering incentives to

business to encourage investment and new job creation 1 2 3 4 5
02. Downtown development making it a place where

people live and work 1 2 3 4 5
03. Improve the condition of our streets 1 2 3 4 5
04. Improve public transportation making traveling by bus

faster and more convenient (evenings and weekends) 1 2 3 4 5

05. Establish passenger train service between Wichita and a
number of major cities including Kansas City,

Oklahoma City, and Fort Worth 1 2 3 4 5
06. Increase the number of flights and decrease the cost to

fly into and out of the Wichita Mid-Continent Airport 1 2 3 4 5
07. Develop a reliable long-term supply of water 1 2 3 4 5
08. Develop walking/bicycle paths for health and recreation 1 2 3 4 5
09. Develop additional parks and green space for recreation 1 2 3 4 5
10. Renovate and expand Century Il to promote cultural

arts and tourism 1 2 3 4 5
11. Build swimming pools, aquatic parksand water features

for summerrecreation 1 2 3 4 5
12. Build a new central library downtown...................... 1 2 3 4 5
13. Build neighborhood/branch libraries........................ 1 2 3 4 5

Comments




Section 8.
This section focuses on willingness to pay additional taxes to support investment. Please circle the
number that best describes willingness to pay for each of the investments listed below.

Willingness to Pay for

Investment
Definitely Probably Probably Definitely
“1I’m willing to pay increased taxes or fees Not Not  Willing Willing
topay for investment...... » Willing ~ Willing  toPay  toPay
to Pay To Pay
01. ...in streets and freewayssuch asKellogg and K-96 1 2 3 4
02. ...in public transportation including bus service that is faster
and more convenient (evening and weekend service) 1 2 3 4
03. ...in passenger train service connecting Wichita to
cities such as Kansas City, Oklahoma City, Fort Worth 1 2 3 4
04. ...in incentives for airlines that are willing to reduce the cost
tofly into and out of Wichita Mid-Continent Airport 1 2 3 4
05. ...to create a reliable source of water that will meet
the needs of citizens and business for the next 40 years 1 2 3 4
06. ...that creates a regional storm water drainagesystem
to reduce flooding 1 2 3 4
07. ...in economic development toencourage business
investment and job creation 1 2 3 4
08. ...to reduce homelessness and to assistlow-income
families with their housing needs 1 2 3 4
09. ...in a new central library downtown 1 2 3 4
10. ...in new or renovated neighborhood libraries 1 2 3 4
11. . to create additional green space and parks 1 2 3 4
12. . .to develop additional bicycle and walking paths 1 2 3 4
13. ...to continue developing downtown and the river walk
creatlng a cultural arts and entertainment center where
people want to live and business invests in office space 1 2 3 4
14. .. .to build swimming pools, aquatic parks and
water features 1 2 3 4

Comments




Section 9. Citizen Profile

01. Race (Circle One)a. Caucasian (White)b. African-Americanc. Hispanic
d. Native Americane. Asianf. Other

02. Gender (Circle One) a. Male b. Female
03. Marital Status (Circle One) a. Married b. Single

04. Education (Circle One)a. Did Not Finish High Schoolb. High School Graduate
c. Some College d. College Graduatee. Some Graduate Schoolf. Graduate Degree

05. Total Household Income (Circle One) a. Less than $20,000 b. $20,000-$39,999
c. $40,000-S59,999 d. $60,000-$79,999 e. $80,000-$99,999 f. $100,000 & Above

06. Age (Circle One) a. Below 25b. 25-35 c. 36-45d. 46-55e. 56-64 f. 65 and Above
07. Current Residence (Circle One) a. Own b. Rent

08. Would you be willing to discuss your concerns in a phone interview? a. Yes b. No
If yes, please put your phone number here

Comments




