Wichita Pedestrian Master Plan -
Public Open House #2 Report

The second open house for the Wichita Pedestrian Master Plan was held on May 6™, 2014 from 4:30 to
6:30 at Wichita City Hall. There were 46 participants in attendance. Members of the Steering
Committee, Technical Advisory Committee, City staff, and the consultant team staffed the event. The
meeting provided Wichita residents with a series of stations highlighting the plan progress and draft
content. The project team received good feedback on the draft materials including written comments
and votes for preferences.

Open House Stations

Sign-in Table

Participants were asked to provide their name and email address both to track the number of
participants and to disperse project information to those interested. Comment cards were also available
for participants to provide written comments on walking related issues.

Station 1: Plan Overview and Schedule

Two boards presented the project schedule and next
steps for the plan process. They also described
reasons why there is a pedestrian planning process,
who is involved in developing a plan and information
on how to stay updated and involved in the rest of
the process.

Station 2: Neighborhood Typologies

Boards describing each of the five neighborhood typologies
(different ways that streets are organized per area), based on the
growth of the city over time, were presented:

e Downtown Grid (1870-1909)

e Residential Grid (1910-1944)

e Grid and Curvilinear (1945-1960)

e Higher Density Curvilinear with Cul-de-Sacs (1961-
1980)

e Low Density Curvilinear with Cul-de-Sacs (1981-present)
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Each board included a graphic depicting the
typical street layout, the typical challenges to
pedestrians, and applicable design treatments for
each neighborhood type. An overview board
provided a map of Wichita with color coding for
each of the five typologies.

Station 3: Design Treatments

All 30 of the design treatments were presented to the

public. Each treatment provided a description, the

benefits, design considerations a photo and graphic of

each treatment. Meeting participants were

encouraged to provide written feedback on the treatments by writing their comments on post-it notes
and sticking them to the treatment. The following comments were received:

Design Template Comment

Sidewalk Zone Thanks for the beautiful fence on 13" St along McDonalds golf
course! 13" St near the McDonald golf course need to be
cleared of Westar Eclectic post in the MIDDLE of ped walk. We
love the street improvement

Crosswalks Should keep crosswalk paint visible e.g. Riverside traffic circles.

Crossing Islands The medians and sidewalks on Hillside near WSU are great
during sports events. High visibility markings anywhere
between Hillside and 21 to 17" are needed for safe pedestrian
crossing to large WSU events.

Mid-block Crossing Keeper of the Plains needs mid-block crossings

Mid-block crossing needed in old town at train station (across
Douglas)

Connector Trails Neighborhood to schools, stores, and other amenities are
important we need ways in and out of developments without
cars.

Transit Stop Location This is NOT an official location BUT the bus stops there: Transit
stop immediately west of the stop light at 17" and Hillside
creates a hazard because of exiting traffic from McDonald and
west bound traffic on 17" immediately crossing Hillside.

Transit Stop Design Will there be a transit location at the remodeled OLD Dunbar
Ctrin 67214 area
Lane Diet / Road Diet Sidewalk s would reduce the need for many of these solutions
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Station 4: Transit Planning

Wichita transit staffed a table at the open house and provided
information about new transit routes, new bus vehicles, and
the redesigned transit route brochures.

Station 5: Safety Corridors

The safety corridors: Broadway, Douglas and Central Avenues
were presented in a map along with the high crash, high
priority mile segments for each corridor.

Station 6: Vision, Goals & Strategies
Participants could review the vision, goals and
strategies of the plan. An introductory board
explained the relationship between them. The
strategies were the bulk of the board content
which were presented with the accompanying
rational as to why that strategy was important to
the plan.

Station 7: Performance Measures, Cost
and Funding.

Participants were encouraged to vote with
stickers on two of the three performance
measures:

Performance Measure 1: How much would
you like to see walking increase in Wichita?
With walking in Wichita currently at 1.3% for
trips to work, the majority of meeting
participants who voted, voted to increase
walking by between 4.6 and 8.6 percent or,
roughly that between the amount of walking
currently happening in Denver and Seattle.

Performance Measure 2: To Reduce
pedestrian crashes. The performance measure has not yet been determined with a specific measure
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pending further Technical Advisory Board and Citizen Steering Committee meetings. Open house
participants were invited to review a list of the number of pedestrian fatalities and injuries from 2000 to
2010, numbers that will serve as base-line information for the pending performance measure.

Performance Measure 3: Increase by 60% the percentage of survey respondents rating the ease of
walking in Wichita as “excellent or good” in the National Citizen Survey. The number of Wichita citizens
who respond to the National Citizen Survey as Wichita being an excellent or good for walking range
between 45 and 50 percent.

The following comments were submitted for the Performance Measures boards:

Performance Comments

Measures

Performance We are making a positive start! However, we have a long ways to go

measure 1

Performance Downtown/Riverside/Museum Park development and family (couple) use

measure 3 have increased both the use and | think safety of the areas. Thank you

Performance Connection of bikes and ped paths. | look forward to the completion of the

measure 3 Rosebud path for both pedestrians and bikes. Need safety lighting and police
safety boxes along this trail please.

Performance Continue downtown walking improvements consider median development for

measure 3 walkers

A board on cost and funding presented
the costs of facilities types to give meeting
participants a sense of how much, for
example, installation of a sidewalk or
street light costs. In addition, an
explanation of the funding sources
through federal, regional and local options
was presented.
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Station 8: Comment Blog

Similar to the first Open House, post-it notes were available for
people to write comments on and stick to a board. The Post-it notes
helped to start a conversation chain about how to make Wichita a
better place to walk. The comments were then collected and are
summarized in the following table.

Comments Blog

Make crosswalks safe for us 'Baby Boomers'

Better signage for multiuse paths

Sidewalk and bike paths and buffer/amenity zones: often overlapping but not the same thing: we need
to find where the riders are and give them the right KIND of space.

Sidewalk on Douglas between Oliver and Edgemoor

Maintenance of sidewalks (from roots, etc.) is at least as important as making sure they're there!
(strategy 7)

Sidewalks!
CONNECTION: sidewalks to neighborhoods!
Thanks for "post-its" to provide comments as we causally walk and read. We are getting there.

Comment Cards

Comment cards were also available for participants to provide written comments on walking related
issues. The cards provided space to answer the specific question — Please tell us why walking is
important to you, as wells as general comments. The transcribed comment cards follow.

Please tell us why walking is important to you General Comments

For better health, recreation and mobility This is a good beginning

| enjoy active transportation and would love to | | utilize the bike racks on the buses and often

be able to walk more. I've enjoyed exploring walk for transportation and fitness/pleasure. It is
Wichita by bike and on foot sad to see a lack of sidewalks around schools and

senior centers.
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Please tell us why walking is important to you

General Comments

health, exercise, transportation, safety

There is no sidewalk either side of Ridge Rd
between 29th and 37th. Is there one planned? If
not, can there be? Great sidewalk access on 29th
and 37th to Maize (east-west) but N-S sidewalks
on Ridge and Tyler and needed between 29th
and 37th for all the right reasons. You can not
safely walk on the shoulders when you get close
to 29th or 37th on Ridge. Thank our for your
consideration and | look forward to your reply.

| walk for exercise, fresh air, save gas and
because my dogs love to walk

| live by Sheridan and St Louis and sidewalks are
not existent so walking to neighborhood stores
or walking my dogs requires me to walk on the
road. Some vehicle drivers are not courteous and
| have even had some try and get as close as
possible, making walking unsafe. We need
sidewalks all over this city to allow anyone who
wants to walk a safe way to do so.

Physical health/air quality/medical insurance
and long term care benefit, socializing, safety.

| walk and/or ride my bike in the middle of the
street at night in residential neighborhoods
because it is safer from possible attacks from
dogs/people (no bushes or parked cars to hide
behind on dimly lit streets). Will need to re-
education drivers to give priority to walkers and
watch for bicycles.

| prefer it to driving

Walk all over town. Walked here today.

Add sidewalks on Douglas - Oliver to Edgemoor.
Add sidewalk on Edgemoor Douglas to Central.

Sidewalk needed on Ridge Road between 29th
and 37th

| want my kids to be able to walk and bike to
school and to their friends and grandparents
house

Sidewalk needed on Ridge Road between 29th
and 37th PLEASE!
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Please tell us why walking is important to you

General Comments

Right now my vehicles are not working so
walking is a necessity. Especially is my need to
go to the store. Fortunately the store is close. |
also like getting out to walk my dog and enjoy
the neighborhood.

It looks like the committee has done a lot of
work. | feel that development should stop
developing cul-de-sacs. Not only does it make it
harder to walk, but also develops more pollution
from vehicles traveling from one cul-de-sac to
another. On the recommendations on the walls, |
am really delighted with the frontage, walkway
and buffer zones of the sidewalk. It seems to me
that now if a business puts plants or decorations
out, it impedes the flow of traffic. | do believe
that streets and crosswalks need to be
illuminated. There is school crosswalk near
College Hill school where the LED lights are
blinding maybe have a street light in the area
might help. It seems to me that the handicap
ramps continue to need work. | am not a fan of
the bumpy bricks used in some of them. | don't
like the idea back-in angle parking. It seems that
could be a lot of trouble. | support all of your
recommendation. | feel that #9 will be difficult to
implement. This is the recommendation to get
kids to walk to school. | think that there is too
much fear especially by adults. | do wish that we
could be progressive on the bus system. This
spoke wheel system is inductive to getting
people to use the bus. Good job everyone!

| started running 50 years ago, but now | just
walk (try to get out 4-5 times every week. It's
important for both mind and body.

| have an issue with the proposed road plan for
widening Woodlawn from 37th St N to 45th S. N.
As | understand, it will be changed from 2 lanes,
with shoulders to 5 lanes, curb and gutter. This
would seem to mean that we will lose the
shoulders that are presently used by walkers,
families, kids on bikes, adult bikers etc. This
would be a big loss for the pedestrian/biker
walkability to the numerous commercial/retail
stores near 37th and Woodlawn. In my opinion
this transportation route is heavily used by Bel
Aire citizens, who incidentally have no other
retail opportunities in the community. | think this
road widening is slated for 2020.
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Please tell us why walking is important to you

General Comments

Easy way to get regular exercise. Just go out
the door!

Too much info on possible solution to absorb.
Strategies look good - implementation will be
problematic due to funding constraints. Include
sidewalk in all NEW developments. More
connections are needed. Glad city has developed
committees and plans for pedestrian access.
Many areas with 4 lane streets could go to road
diet to make room for bike paths, sidewalks or
multipurpose paths

Everyone is a pedestrian! Walking is important
for public health and environmental well
being.

Best form of exercise. Neighborhood feeling.
Keeping up with home and landscape design.

Exercise/Healthy

Well planned

Great way to live a healthy lifestyle. Great
mode of transportation. Good way to stay
connected to your community and
neighborhood.

Station Boards

The following boards were displayed at the open house.
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Station 1: Plan Overview and Schedule
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Station 2: Neighborhood Typologies
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Station 5: Safety Corridors
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Station 6: Vision, Goals & Strategies
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Station 7: Performance Measures, Cost a

nd Funding
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Station 8: Comment Blog
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