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April 20, 2016 
 


Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIGER Discretionary 
Grant Application 
 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
I write in strong support of The City of Wichita’s TIGER application, Multi‐Modal Transportation Connections for 
the Wichita State University Innovation Campus which complements and builds on the strategic vision of the 
WSU and the regional advanced manufacturing strategy as outlined in the Investing in Manufacturing Partner‐
ship.  Wichita and South Kansas received one of the first 12 Manufacturing Community designations awarded 
through the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the proposed TIGER project demonstrates a strong, ongoing col‐
laboration among a broad range of stakeholders and an outcome of a robust planning process.   
 
The innovative, cross‐modal proposals includes Ladders of Opportunity projects that will increase connectivity to 
employment, education, and services; support workforce development increasing apprenticeship and experiential 
learning opportunities; and contribute to community revitalization, particularly for low income groups, persons 
with visible and hidden disabilities, elderly individuals, and minority persons.   
 
This project’s transit component will connect the metropolitan area’s low‐ and moderate‐income and Historically 
Underutilized Business (HUB) zone neighborhoods; university; K‐12 schools, downtown business district; hospital 
district; Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation residential care complex; and the Envision, Inc. workforce locations 
with commercial, educational, healthcare, social services, and employment opportunities.  The development of 
improved transit service to neighborhoods will facilitate development along the HUB Zone corridors. 
 
Wichita State University anticipates a period of significant growth over the next several years.  Student population 
is growing and the campus will nearly double in size with the development of the Innovation Campus which will 
attract cutting‐edge businesses to the Wichita area creating job growth.  Along with employment growth and the 
establishment of Wichita State as a destination, there comes additional transportation related needs.  Transit, 
improved streets and signaling technology, and bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure will play a key role in 
providing access to Wichita State University for students, faculty and employment and visitors.  Increased access 
to and expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus will move our economy up the value chain of global competi‐
tiveness by growing the firms, networks, and traded sectors that drive broad‐based prosperity. 
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The City of Wichita’s Multi‐Modal Transportation Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation Cam‐
pus will provide the following outcomes:   


 A safe, connected, and accessible transportation system for the multi‐modal movement of people and 
innovation. 


 A strong foundation for the commercialization of ideas, and the creation and expansion of firms and jobs 
via proximity and collaboration. 


 A vehicle for both revenue growth as well as a more efficient use of existing and strategically planned in‐
frastructure. 


 The opportunity for expanding employment and educational opportunities for disadvantaged popula‐
tions, given that the Innovation Campus is located in low‐ and moderate‐income and Historically Un‐
derutilized Business (HUB) zone neighborhoods. 


 The potential for denser residential and employment patterns and the leveraging of mass transit. 
 
I believe that making strategic long‐term investments in the innovation and industrial ecosystem of Kansas will 
operationalize the vision to out‐innovate the rest of the world and spur the development of twenty‐first century 
jobs and industries. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John O’Leary 
Vice President 
Airbus Americas Engineering, Inc. 
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Aprilll, 2016 


Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 


131 S. Laura 
Wichita, KS 67202 


316-249-2804 


RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita's U.S. Department of Transportation's 
TIGER Discretionary Grant Application 


Dear Secretary Foxx: 


Bike Walk Wichita, Inc. [BWW] has been briefed on the Transportation Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant program offered through the U.S. Department of Transportation 
(DOT). 


BWW is a local advocacy organization made of up more than 1,000 friends and supporters. Our organization 
has worked with elected officials for the passage of Master Bicycle and Pedestrian Plans plus a Multi-Modal 
and Street Design City Ordinance. BWW promotes active transportation via advocacy, education and 
collaboration. BWW works closely with both business and non-profit organizations. Recently, BWW has 
implemented a 'ReCycle' initiative that provides refurbished bicycles at low or no costs to low-income citizens 
who need basic transportation. In addition, BWW coordinates activities, such a trail clean-ups, with local 
neighborhood associations. 


Wichita State University [WSU] has been a very strong partner with BWW. WSU was one of the early 
supporters of the 'Redbud Path,' a rails-to-trail multiuse path, from downtown Wichita to WSU. The Redbud 
Path connects low, moderate and higher income neighborhoods. BWW believes strongly in equity and 
community justice for our citizens and all trail users. This path will eventually connect Wichita and Sedgwick 
County to the cities of Andover and Augusta in Butler County; a county to the east. 


BWW strongly endorses this TIGER grant application. This grant will help to further connect trails 
and trail users to Wichita State University and career ladder opportunities. This grant will positively 
impact community health by providing safe and accessible infrastructure for both cyclists and 
pedestrians. BWW supports this local infrastructure project that will increase the vigor and 
dynamism of the region's economy and the ability of local firms to adapt to changing markets and 
technologies. 


BWW volunteers will continue to work closely with WSU faculty and staff to promote a 'walkable and 
bikeable' community. Thank you for your consideration of our letter of support. 


Sincerely, 


~/t-wA 
Barry L. Carroll. Founder 
Bike Walk Wichita, Inc. 
b.. ·1 ~Ill~.] ~ wic 11 t ! QJl! 

















Bel Aire


April 19, 2016


Anthony R. Foxx
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washingron,DC 20590


RE: FY 2016,Letter of Support for rhe city of wichita,s U.S. Department ofTransportation's TIGER Discretionary Grant Application


Dear Mr. Foxx:


The Governing Body of the City of Bel Aire is aware of the Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant program offered through theu.S. Deparlmenr of rransportation (Dor) and is in fuli support of its mission. we
understand that the initiative's goal is to encourage states and localities to work togethertobring more innovative, cross-modal proposals to the table and that priority will be given totransportation projects demonstrating strong collaboration among ib.oad range ofstakeholders and projects that are the product of a robust planning process.


The city of Bel Aire borders the city of wichita and is located just five miles from theWichita State University campus. WSU srudents, faculty and other staff live in Bel Aire andcommute to the campus. As a result, Bel Aire looks for *uy, to partner with wSU as well asthe city of wichita. 
.lhe lel Aire city council strongly ,ripo., collaborarion efforts and iscurrently working with wichita on several projects iniruoing animal control, streetreconstruction and walking / bike path integration.


This proposal is in alignment with Dor rIGER goals and the South Kansas Investing inManufacturin g Com munities Partn ers hi p f nl"cp) ."g on ui straregy, whi ch prioritizes
access to advanced manufactunng research and innovation u, p.i-aiy catalytic pruti.lnvestments for the region. The City of wichita's multi-modai transportation connectivity
l_lo_p:.ul 


will improve and expand access to wSU's Innovation campus throughlmprovements to streets, transit' bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure. Increased access toand expanded capacity of the Innovation campus will move our economy up the value chainof global competitiveness by growing the firms, networks, aJ traded sectors that drivebroad-based prosperity.


The city of wichita's Mutti-Modal rransportation connections for the wichita stateUniversity Innovation Campus will provide the followins:o A safe, connected' and accessible transportation syftem fbr the multi-modalmovement of people anJ innovation.
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A strong foundation for the commercialization of ideas, and the creation and
expansion of firms and jobs via proximity and collaboration.
A vehicle for both revenue growth as well as a more efficient use of existins and
strategically planned infrastructure.
The opportunity for expanding employment and educational opportunities for
disadvantaged populations, given that the Innovation Campus is located in low- and
moderate-income and historically underutilized business (HUB) zone neighborhoods.
The potential for denser residential and employment patterns and the leveraging of
mass transit.


Such a project would directly benefit the City of Bel Aire's connectivity and citizens. Our
goal is to implement strategic, long-term investments in the innovation and industrial
ecosystem of south central Kansas that will operationalize the vision to out-innovate the rest
of the state as well as world and spur the development of twenty-first century jobs and
industries.


Please accept this letter as Bel Aire's unanimous support of the project and appreciate your
consideration of such an award.


David Austin
Mayor


Cc Scott Knebel













901 S. George Washington Blvd. 
Wichita, KS 67211 
316.260.7000 tel 
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April 21, 2016 
 


Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
TIGER Discretionary Grant Application 
 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
I write in strong support of The City of Wichita’s TIGER application, Multi-Modal 
Transportation Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation Campus which 
complements and builds on the strategic vision of the WSU and the regional advanced 
manufacturing strategy as outlined in the Investing in Manufacturing Partnership.  Wichita and 
South Kansas received one of the first 12 Manufacturing Community designations awarded 
through the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the proposed TIGER project demonstrates a 
strong, ongoing collaboration among a broad range of stakeholders and an outcome of a robust 
planning process.   
 
The innovative, cross-modal proposals includes Ladders of Opportunity projects that will 
increase connectivity to employment, education, and services; support workforce development 
increasing apprenticeship and experiential learning opportunities; and contribute to 
community revitalization, particularly for low income groups, persons with visible and hidden 
disabilities, elderly individuals, and minority persons.   
 
This project’s transit component will connect the metropolitan area’s low- and moderate-
income and historically underutilized business (HUB) zone neighborhoods; university; K-12 
schools, downtown business district; hospital district; Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation 
residential care complex; and the Envision, Inc. workforce locations with commercial, 
educational, healthcare, social services, and employment opportunities.  The development of 
improved transit service to neighborhoods will facilitate development along the HUB Zone 
corridors. 
 
Wichita State University anticipates a period of significant growth over the next several years.  
Student population is growing and the campus will nearly double in size with the development 
of the Innovation Campus which will attract cutting-edge businesses to the Wichita area 
creating job growth.  Along with employment growth and the establishment of Wichita State as 
a destination, there comes additional transportation related needs.  Transit, improved streets 
and signaling technology, and bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure will play a key role in 
providing access to Wichita State University for students, faculty and employment and visitors.  
Increased access to and expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus will move our economy 
up the value chain of global competitiveness by growing the firms, networks, and traded sectors 
that drive broad-based prosperity. 
 







The City of Wichita’s Multi-Modal Transportation Connections for the Wichita State 
University Innovation Campus will provide the following outcomes:   


 A safe, connected, and accessible transportation system for the multi-modal movement 
of people and innovation. 


 A strong foundation for the commercialization of ideas, and the creation and expansion 
of firms and jobs via proximity and collaboration. 


 A vehicle for both revenue growth as well as a more efficient use of existing and 
strategically planned infrastructure. 


 The opportunity for expanding employment and educational opportunities for 
disadvantaged populations, given that the Innovation Campus is located in low- and 
moderate-income and historically underutilized business (HUB) zone neighborhoods. 


 The potential for denser residential and employment patterns and the leveraging of 
mass transit. 


 
I believe that making strategic long-term investments in the innovation and industrial 
ecosystem of Kansas will operationalize the vision to out-innovate the rest of the world and 
spur the development of twenty-first century jobs and industries. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
 


Coleen Jennison 
Kansas Market Vice President  
Cox Communications 




































 


 
 


April 20, 2016 


Anthony R. Foxx 


Secretary 


U.S. Department of Transportation 


1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 


Washington, DC 20590 


 


RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIGER 


Discretionary Grant Application 


Dear Secretary Foxx: 


I write in strong support of The City of Wichita’s TIGER application, Multi-Modal Transportation 


Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation Campus which complements and builds on the 


regional advanced manufacturing strategy as outlined in the Investing in Manufacturing Partnership.   


Wichita State University’s game-changing Innovation Campus and designation by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration (EDA) as a “Manufacturing 
Community” sets the stage for the region by focusing on the next generation of manufacturing.   


TIGER grant funds will provide necessary infrastructure.  Transit, improved streets and signaling 


technology, and bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure will play a key role in providing access to Wichita 


State University for students, faculty and employment and visitors.  Increased access to and expanded 


capacity of the Innovation Campus will move our economy up the value chain of global competitiveness by 


growing the firms, networks, and traded sectors that drive broad-based prosperity. 


The region’s global competitiveness is hinged on making aerospace manufacturing an anchor for a 
diversified sector, with investments in manufacturing research centers, supply chain integration 
investments, and up-skilling projects targeting the regional workforce.  


I believe that making strategic long-term investments in the innovation and industrial ecosystem of Kansas 


will operationalize the vision to become a global powerhouse in tradable goods and services sectors. 


Sincerely, 


 


Karyn Page 


President/CEO 








 


 


April 20, 2016 
 
 
Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIGER Discretionary Grant 
Application 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
I write in strong support of The City of Wichita’s TIGER application, Multi-Modal Transportation Connections for the 
Wichita State University Innovation Campus which complements and builds on the strategic vision of the WSU and the 
regional advanced manufacturing strategy as outlined in the Investing in Manufacturing Partnership.  Wichita and South Kansas 
received one of the first 12 Manufacturing Community designations awarded through the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the 
proposed TIGER project demonstrates a strong, ongoing collaboration among a broad range of stakeholders and an outcome of a 
robust planning process.   
 
The innovative, cross-modal proposals includes Ladders of Opportunity projects that will increase connectivity to employment, 
education, and services; support workforce development increasing apprenticeship and experiential learning opportunities; and 
contribute to community revitalization, particularly for low income groups, persons with visible and hidden disabilities, elderly 
individuals, and minority persons.   
 
This project’s transit component will connect the metropolitan area’s low- and moderate-income and historically underutilized 
business (HUB) zone neighborhoods; university; K-12 schools, downtown business district; hospital district; Cerebral Palsy 
Research Foundation residential care complex; and the Envision, Inc. workforce locations with commercial, educational, 
healthcare, social services, and employment opportunities.  The development of improved transit service to neighborhoods will 
facilitate development along the HUB Zone corridors. 
 
Wichita State University anticipates a period of significant growth over the next several years.  Student population is growing 
and the campus will nearly double in size with the development of the Innovation Campus which will attract cutting-edge 
businesses to the Wichita area creating job growth.  Along with employment growth and the establishment of Wichita State as a 
destination, there comes additional transportation related needs.  Transit, improved streets and signaling technology, and bicycle, 
and pedestrian infrastructure will play a key role in providing access to Wichita State University for students, faculty and 
employment and visitors.  Increased access to and expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus will move our economy up the 
value chain of global competitiveness by growing the firms, networks, and traded sectors that drive broad-based prosperity. 
 
The City of Wichita’s Multi-Modal Transportation Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation Campus will 
provide the following outcomes:   


• A safe, connected, and accessible transportation system for the multi-modal movement of people and 
innovation. 


• A strong foundation for the commercialization of ideas, and the creation and expansion of firms and jobs via 
proximity and collaboration. 


• A vehicle for both revenue growth as well as a more efficient use of existing and strategically planned 
infrastructure. 


• The opportunity for expanding employment and educational opportunities for disadvantaged populations, given 
that the Innovation Campus is located in low- and moderate-income and historically underutilized business 
(HUB) zone neighborhoods. 


• The potential for denser residential and employment patterns and the leveraging of mass transit. 
 
I believe that making strategic long-term investments in the innovation and industrial ecosystem of Kansas will operationalize the 
vision to out-innovate the rest of the world and spur the development of twenty-first century jobs and industries. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
 
 
 


Steve Coen 
President and CEO 
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April 20, 2016 


 


Anthony R. Foxx 


Secretary 


U.S. Department of Transportation 


1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 


Washington, DC 20590 


 


RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIGER 


Discretionary Grant Application 


 


 


Dear Secretary Foxx: 


 


I write in strong support of The City of Wichita’s TIGER application, Multi-Modal Transportation 


Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation Campus which complements and builds on the 


strategic vision of the WSU and the regional advanced manufacturing strategy as outlined in the Investing in 


Manufacturing Partnership.  Wichita and South Kansas received one of the first 12 Manufacturing Community 


designations awarded through the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the proposed TIGER project demonstrates 


a strong, ongoing collaboration among a broad range of stakeholders and an outcome of a robust planning 


process.   
 


The innovative, cross-modal proposals includes Ladders of Opportunity projects that will increase connectivity to 


employment, education, and services; support workforce development increasing apprenticeship and experiential 


learning opportunities; and contribute to community revitalization, particularly for low income groups, persons 


with visible and hidden disabilities, elderly individuals, and minority persons.   


 


This project’s transit component will connect the metropolitan area’s low- and moderate-income and historically 


underutilized business (HUB) zone neighborhoods; university; K-12 schools, downtown business district; hospital 


district; Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation residential care complex; and the Envision, Inc. workforce locations 


with commercial, educational, healthcare, social services, and employment opportunities.  The development of 


improved transit service to neighborhoods will facilitate development along the HUB Zone corridors. 


 


Wichita State University anticipates a period of significant growth over the next several years.  Student population 


is growing and the campus will nearly double in size with the development of the Innovation Campus which will 


attract cutting-edge businesses to the Wichita area creating job growth.  Along with employment growth and the 


establishment of Wichita State as a destination, there comes additional transportation related needs.  Transit, 


improved streets and signaling technology, and bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure will play a key role in 


providing access to Wichita State University for students, faculty and employment and visitors.  Increased access 


to and expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus will move our economy up the value chain of global 


competitiveness by growing the firms, networks, and traded sectors that drive broad-based prosperity. 


 







 


Page 2 


The City of Wichita’s Multi-Modal Transportation Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation 


Campus will provide the following outcomes:   


 A safe, connected, and accessible transportation system for the multi-modal movement of people and 
innovation. 


 A strong foundation for the commercialization of ideas, and the creation and expansion of firms and jobs 
via proximity and collaboration. 


 A vehicle for both revenue growth as well as a more efficient use of existing and strategically planned 
infrastructure. 


 The opportunity for expanding employment and educational opportunities for disadvantaged populations, 
given that the Innovation Campus is located in low- and moderate-income and historically underutilized 
business (HUB) zone neighborhoods. 


 The potential for denser residential and employment patterns and the leveraging of mass transit. 
 


I believe that making strategic long-term investments in the innovation and industrial ecosystem of Kansas will 


operationalize the vision to out-innovate the rest of the world and spur the development of twenty-first century 


jobs and industries. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Eric Stoltman 


VP & GM, HSG 


NetApp Inc. 


 


Eric Stoltman (Apr 19, 2016)



https://netapp.na1.echosign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAx4C3YMTuRd5oLphaWJdCYm8vsY7_6Ttg
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Strengthening the economy of South Central Kansas through joint action of cities and counties 
www.reap-ks.org 316.771.6613 


 


 


 
ANDOVER, BEL AIRE, BENTLEY, CHENEY, CLEARWATER, CONWAY SPRINGS, DERBY, EL DORADO, GARDEN 
PLAIN, GODDARD, HARVEY COUNTY, HESSTON, HUTCHINSON, KECHI, KINGMAN COUNTY, MAIZE,  MOUNT 
HOPE, MULVANE, NEWTON, PARK CITY, RENO COUNTY, ROSE HILL, SOUTH HUTCHINSON, VALLEY CENTER, 


WELLINGTON, WICHITA 


 
April 20, 2016 
 
Secretary Anthony R. Foxx 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIGER 
Discretionary Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
The Regional Economic Area Partnership (REAP), is a council of governments, comprised of 26 city and 
county governments in nine counties of South Central Kansas.  These jurisdictions voluntarily joined 
together to advocate for state investments and encourage strategic public policies for economic growth.  
The members of REAP focus on issues of common concerns that drive the regional economy including 
transportation, water, workforce development and energy.  Recognizing the regional impact of the Wichita 
State University Innovation Campus, REAP is pleased to support the grant application submitted by the City 
of Wichita’s TIGER application, Multi-Modal Transportation Connections. 
 
Wichita State University Innovation Campus complements and builds on the strategic vision of the WSU 
and the regional advanced manufacturing strategy.  Wichita and South Kansas received one of the first 12 
Manufacturing Community designations awarded through the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the 
proposed TIGER project demonstrates a strong, ongoing collaboration among a broad range of 
stakeholders and an outcome of a robust planning process.   
 
Wichita State University anticipates a period of significant growth over the next several years.  Student 
population is growing and the campus will nearly double in size with the development of the Innovation 
Campus which will attract cutting-edge businesses to the Wichita area creating job growth.  Along with 
employment growth and the establishment of Wichita State as a destination, there comes additional 
transportation related needs.  Transit, improved streets and signaling technology, and bicycle, and 
pedestrian infrastructure will play a key role in providing access to WSU for students, faculty and 
employment and visitors.  Increased access to and expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus will move 
our economy up the value chain of global competitiveness by growing the firms, networks, and traded 
sectors that drive broad-based prosperity. 
 
Strategic long-term investments in the innovation and industrial ecosystem of Kansas will spur the 
development of twenty-first century jobs and industries. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Keith Lawing, Senior Administrator 
Regional Economic Area Partnership 



http://www.reap-ks.org/
















 


Wichita State University, Wichita, Kansas 67260-0007  Telephone: (316) 978-3285  Fax: (316) 978-3750 


April 13, 2016 
 
Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: FY 2016, IMCP Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIGER 
Discretionary Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
Wichita State University (WSU) and the South Kansas region were selected as one of the first twelve 
Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) designees through the interagency initiative led 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration.  South Kansas is poised to 
be a global leader in advanced materials and their commercialization in advanced manufacturing/high-
technology manufacturing.  The region’s dominance is due to its unique world-class assets in the following 
areas: workforce and training, supplier networks, research and development, infrastructure and site 
development, and trade and international investment. 
 
This letter provides endorsement from the South Kansas’ “Manufacturing Community” in support of 
the City of Wichita’s application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIGER Discretionary 
Grant Application.  The proposed scope of work is in alignment with the region’s IMCP strategic plan 
which prioritizes access to advanced manufacturing research and innovation investments as the primary 
catalytic public investments for the region.  The City of Wichita’s multi-modal transportation connectivity 
proposal will improve and expand access to economic drivers though improvements to streets, transit, bicycle 
and pedestrian infrastructure thereby bringing together large and small businesses, defense contractors, 
research enterprises, academia, university researchers, students, support organizations, and government 
agencies to accelerate innovation by investing in industrially relevant advanced manufacturing technologies. 
 
The TIGER work plan will provide cost-effective, efficient, multimodal access for disadvantaged 
neighborhoods, Innovation Campus, and hospital, employer and downtown districts where ladders 
of opportunity can be leveraged by citizens, businesses, entrepreneurs and student communities.  
Increased access to and expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus and employer locations will move our 
economy up the value chain of global competitiveness by growing the firms, networks, and traded sectors 
that drive broad-based prosperity. 
 
Wichita State’s leadership and technical staff are excited about the opportunity to work on this initiative and 
its potential for the industrial base at large.  We believe that the strategies are timely and critical to our global 
competitiveness, and that the region’s unique composition of expertise, facilities, and ideas will greatly benefit 
manufacturing companies. 
 
Sincerely, 


  
John S. Tomblin 
Vice President for Research and Technology Transfer 
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April 20, 2016 
 
Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIGER Discretionary Grant 
Application 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
The Board of Directors of the Wichita Parks Foundation writes in strong support of The City of Wichita’s TIGER application, 
Multi-Modal Transportation Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation Campus which complements and 
builds on the strategic vision of the WSU and the regional advanced manufacturing strategy as outlined in the Investing in 
Manufacturing Partnership.  Wichita and South Kansas received one of the first 12 Manufacturing Community designations 
awarded through the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the proposed TIGER project demonstrates a strong, ongoing 
collaboration among a broad range of stakeholders and an outcome of a robust planning process.   
 
Wichita State University’s student population is growing and the campus will nearly double in size with the development of 
the Innovation Campus, which will attract cutting-edge businesses to the Wichita area, creating job growth.  Along with 
employment growth and the establishment of Wichita State as a destination, there comes additional transportation-related 
needs.  Transit, improved streets and signaling technology, and bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure will play a key role in 
providing access to Wichita State University for students, faculty and employment and visitors.  Increased access to and 
expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus will move our economy up the value chain of global competitiveness by growing 
the firms, networks, and traded sectors that drive broad-based prosperity.  We firmly believe that this project represents a 
critical connection that adds to our community’s connectivity, accessibility and quality of life. 
 
The City of Wichita’s Multi-Modal Transportation Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation Campus will 
provide the following outcomes:   


• A safe, connected, and accessible transportation system for the multi-modal movement of people and innovation. 
• A strong foundation for the commercialization of ideas, and the creation and expansion of firms and jobs via proximity 


and collaboration. 
• A vehicle for both revenue growth as well as a more efficient use of existing and strategically planned infrastructure. 
• The opportunity for expanding employment and educational opportunities for disadvantaged populations, given that 


the Innovation Campus is located in low- and moderate-income and historically underutilized business (HUB) zone 
neighborhoods. 


• The potential for denser residential and employment patterns and the leveraging of mass transit. 
 
The members of the Wichita Parks Foundation Board of Directors believe that making strategic long-term investments in the 
innovation and industrial ecosystem of Kansas will operationalize the vision to out-innovate the rest of the world and spur the 
development of twenty-first century jobs and industries. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brent D. Thomas, PLA, ASLA 
Chairman, Wichita Parks Foundation Board of Directors 








 


 


Anthony R. Foxx       April 15, 2016 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
I write in strong support of The City of Wichita’s TIGER application, Multi-Modal Transportation 
Connections for the Wichita State University Innovation Campus which complements the strategic 
vision of WSU and the regional advanced manufacturing strategy as outlined in the Investing in 
Manufacturing Partnership.  Wichita and South Kansas received one of the first 12 Manufacturing 
Community designations awarded through the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the proposed TIGER 
project demonstrates a strong, ongoing collaboration among a broad range of stakeholders and an outcome 
of a robust planning process.   
 
This project’s transit component connects the metropolitan area’s low- and moderate-income and historically 
underutilized business (HUB) zone neighborhoods; university; K-12 schools, downtown business district; 
hospital district; Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation residential care complex; and the Envision, Inc. 
workforce locations with commercial, educational, healthcare, social services, and employment opportunities.  
The development of improved transit service to neighborhoods will facilitate development along the HUB 
Zone corridors. 
 
Wichita State University anticipates a period of significant growth over the next several years.  Student 
population is growing and the campus will nearly double in size with the development of the Innovation 
Campus which will attract cutting-edge businesses to the Wichita area creating job growth.  Along with 
employment growth and the establishment of Wichita State as a destination, there comes additional 
transportation needs.  Transit, improved streets and signaling technology, and bicycle, and pedestrian 
infrastructure will play a key role in providing access to WSU for students, faculty and employment and 
visitors.  Increased access to and expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus will make our economy more 
globally competitive by growing the firms, networks, and traded sectors that drive broad-based prosperity. 
 
Making strategic long-term investments in the innovation and industrial ecosystem of Kansas will 
operationalize the vision to out-innovate the rest of the world and spur the development of twenty-first 
century jobs and industries. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 


 
John W. Bardo, President 
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April 20, 2016 
 
Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: FY 2016, Letter of Support for the City of Wichita’s U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
TIGER Discretionary Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
The Workforce Alliance of South Central Kansas (WA) is in strong support of The City of 
Wichita’s TIGER application, Multi-Modal Transportation Connections for the Wichita 
State University Innovation Campus which complements and builds on the strategic vision of 
the WSU and the regional advanced manufacturing strategy as outlined in the Investing in 
Manufacturing Partnership. Wichita and South Kansas received one of the first 12 
Manufacturing Community designations awarded through the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
and the proposed TIGER project demonstrates a strong, ongoing collaboration among a broad 
range of stakeholders and an outcome of a robust planning process.  
 
The WA was incorporated as a nonprofit corporation in March 2000. The mission of the WA is 
supporting and advancing a competitive workforce in South Central Kansas.  One of the primary 
duties of the WA is acting as an entity for federal job training funds of the Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act from the US Department of Labor. The WA Operates One Stop Workforce 
Center and coordinates the public workforce system in Wichita and six surrounding counties.  
 
The innovative, cross-modal proposals includes Ladders of Opportunity projects that will 
increase connectivity to employment, education, and services; support workforce development 
increasing apprenticeship and experiential learning opportunities; and contribute to community 
revitalization, particularly for low income groups, persons with visible and hidden disabilities, 
elderly individuals, and minority persons.  
 
This project’s transit component will connect the metropolitan area’s low- and moderate-income 
and historically underutilized business (HUB) zone neighborhoods; university; K-12 schools, 
downtown business district; hospital district; Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation residential 
care complex; and the Envision, Inc. workforce locations with commercial, educational, 
healthcare, social services, and employment opportunities. The development of improved transit 
service to neighborhoods will facilitate development along the HUB Zone corridors.  
 



http://www.workforce-ks.com/
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Wichita State University anticipates a period of significant growth over the next several years. 
Student population is growing and the campus will nearly double in size with the development of 
the Innovation Campus which will attract cutting-edge businesses to the Wichita area creating 
job growth. Along with employment growth and the establishment of Wichita State as a 
destination, there comes additional transportation related needs. Transit, improved streets and 
signaling technology, and bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure will play a key role in providing 
access to Wichita State University for students, faculty and employment and visitors. Increased 
access to and expanded capacity of the Innovation Campus will move our economy up the value 
chain of global competitiveness by growing the firms, networks, and traded sectors that drive 
broad-based prosperity, and will be of value to the employers and job seekers served by the WA. 
 
The City of Wichita’s Multi-Modal Transportation Connections for the Wichita State 
University Innovation Campus will provide the following outcomes:   


• A safe, connected, and accessible transportation system for the multi-modal movement 
of people and innovation. 


• A strong foundation for the commercialization of ideas, and the creation and expansion of 
firms and jobs via proximity and collaboration. 


• A vehicle for both revenue growth as well as a more efficient use of existing and 
strategically planned infrastructure. 


• The opportunity for expanding employment and educational opportunities for 
disadvantaged populations, given that the Innovation Campus is located in low- and 
moderate-income and historically underutilized business (HUB) zone neighborhoods. 


• The potential for denser residential and employment patterns and the leveraging of mass 
transit. 


 
The WA believes that making strategic long-term investments in the innovation and industrial 
ecosystem of Kansas will operationalize the vision to out-innovate the rest of the world and spur 
the development of twenty-first century jobs and industries. 
 
If I may be of any other assistance, please contact me at 316-771-6600. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Keith Lawing,  
President and CEO 
Workforce Alliance of South Central Kansas 
 



http://www.workforce-ks.com/



