
Landlord Benefits
The WHA Landlord Incentive Program:

• Reduces economic risk from participating in 
homeless rental assistance programs

• Reimburses for damages

• Reimburses for potential lost rents.

• Offers homeless individuals and families 
a chance to get back on their feet

• Benefits your neighborhood 
and community

Wichita Housing 
Authority Landlord 
Incentive Program

455 N Main St, 10th Floor
Wichita, KS 67202
316.462.3700

Make A Difference! 
Your housing can end homelessness for:

• Single adults

• Families

• Veterans

• Seniors

• Domestic violence survivors

• People with mental health or substance 
abuse histories

• People with disabilities

• Youth and young adults

Wichita Housing Authority
Landlord Incentive 
Program (WHALIP)
Email S8special@wichita.gov
Web wichita.gov/WHALIP



This strategy has been 
shown to successfully 
help end homelessness

Help Us End
Homelessness!
The Wichita Housing Authority Landlord Incentive 
Project (WHALIP) helps landlords support City 
efforts to provide safe, affordable housing for 
individuals and families, ending their 
homelessness. WHALIP helps landlords by:

• Reducing vacancies by providing regular 
referrals of eligible, screened individuals

• Compensating for physical damages or 
vacancies related to leasing to individuals 
and families experiencing homelessness

In exchange, all you need to do is:

• Agree to accept referrals of formerly homeless 
individuals from our housing provider partners

• Submit timely documentation of any 
damages or vacancy loss

• Want to help end homelessness in 
the community

Why WHALIP?
Throughout the United States, communities have 
successfully reduced the number of people 
experiencing homelessness. The key to this effort 
has been the use of “Housing First” strategies that 
place people experiencing homelessness directly 
into housing and apartments as soon as possible 
with adequate housing based service supports. 
This strategy has been shown to successfully help 
end homelessness, particularly for individuals with 
serious mental health, physical disabilities, or 
substance abuse issues.

While there are housing programs to cover rental 
subsidies, it is often difficult to  find  rental  
properties willing to lease to persons or families 
with a history of homelessness due to the 
perceived risks including:

• Potential damage and repairs

• Abandoned units, evictions or unpaid rent

• Lack of service support to address mental 
health or other issues

• Negative prior experience participating in low 
income or rent subsidy programs

WHALIP Is
The Solution
The WHALIP pilot program provides landlords with 
additional support when leasing to tenants 
experiencing homelessness who are participating 
with WHA programs. Participating Homeless 
Service Providers will provide referrals of eligible 
tenants with rental assistance funds. WHALIP 
provides supplementary funds to mitigate potential 
economic losses that might arise from damages or 
unfulfilled leases related to serving individuals and 
families experiencing homelessness during the 
initial term of the lease. As a landlord, if you agree 
to accept referred tenants from our list of selected 
providers, WHALIP will:

• Cover up to $2,000 in damages or 
deductibles for a 1BR or smaller unit ($3,500 
for 2BR+) above any rental deposit.

• Provide up to 2x Monthly rent to cover a lost 
rent due to eviction, abandonment, or other 
premature termination of the lease. The 
Homeless Service Provider will work to re-fill 
unit within a month.

• Provide up to $1,000 to hold a unit open 
while Housing Partner identifies a new 
tenant from the program.

• Provide reimbursement of documented 
claims within 30 days.

• Limited pilot program effective for new 
tenancies Dec. 14, 2020-June 14, 2021.

WHALIP requires minimal paperwork 
for most reimbursements.


