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DISTRICT ADVISORY BOARD (DAB) I
MEETING MINUTES

Monday, January 8, 2007

7:00 p.m.

Atwater Community Center, 2755 E. 19th, Wichita, Kansas 67214
Members Present

    Members Absent
           Guests

Council Member Carl Brewer


           (See list below)

Treatha Brown-Foster


           

Gerald Domitrovic


           

Shane Dundas                                                                                
Debra K. Miller Stevens
           

Janice Rich*
           
Steve Roberts


           

Inga Taylor                                                                                     

James Thompson                                                                           

Shontina Tipton


          

Lavonta Williams                                                                          

*Alternates
  
                                        
City of Wichita Staff Present



Virdena Gilkey, Neighborhood Assistant

Kay Johnson, Environmental Services

Donna Goltry, MAPD

John Schlegel, MAPD

Officer Eric Smith

Officer Phommachanh

Mark Stanberry, Housing

Order of Business

Call to Order

2nd Pro-tem Lavonta Williams called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and welcomed the guests. 

Approval of Minutes

Brown Foster (Roberts) made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Motion carried 8-0. 

Approval of Agenda

Roberts (Brown Foster) made a motion to approve the agenda as submitted. Motion carried 8-0.

Public Agenda

1. Pure and Simple Lifestyle Project

Sandy Pickert, Project Director for Abstinence Education, Inc. provided an update on the Abstinence Education Program. She stated that Treatha Brown Foster has filled the District 1 Coordinator position since the demise of Mable Mitchell. Ms. Pickert handed out brochures of the program, stated that youth are active in the program in District 1 and are open to being abstinent, and announced the 2007 Revolution Wichita program that will take place February 1st at the Casado Center on Friends University campus.

The board received and filed.

2. Off Agenda Items
No items submitted.

2nd Pro-tem Williams then turned the meeting over to 1st Pro-tem Gerald Domitrovic who arrived at 7:10 p.m.

Staff Reports

3. Police Report

Officer Eric Smith, Beat 44, introduced himself as the new Beat Coordinator for 44 Beat since November 2006 and is a 12-year veteran with 6 years in Planeview. He is currently pulling 2006 crime trends and will discuss that information and gang related activities with Chief Norman Williams. Officer Smith reported the following: 1) gang activity has greatly reduced, 2) drive-by shootings are down 50%, 3) gang related violent crime is down all around, 4) 2007 will address key issues of 60% of those surveyed on Beat 44 not knowing about Community Policing and 30% respondents knew about Community Policing, but had not spoken with their officer, and 5) the plans are to make contact with every resident living in Beat 44. 

(Officer Smith’s response is in italics)

Brown Foster commented that the police have done a wonderful job and should not beat themselves up on the 60% statistics. She added that might be attributed to the lack of a neighborhood association in the area.  Dundas asked if any studies have been done on crime rates and have there been additional studies on what has caused the decrease in crime? Yes and no. We now have to filter through various crimes and analyze the information. We must look at reductions in high gang activity, truancy, etc., which leads to higher larcenies, etc. As far as gang crimes, new federal laws with weapons for violent crimes are part of the reason for the decrease. Any gang members caught with a gun gets an automatic five years, if he or she is a prior felon. Also, the Weed and Seed program is another factor in crime reduction. Taylor asked about the drive-by on 18th and Spruce. It was actually a “walk-by” that is still under investigation as a gang and drug related shooting.

Officer Paul Kimble reported: 1) the Zodiac Club was over capacity on New Year’s Eve when a double shooting occurred. Both victims survived their injuries. The owner wants to evict the tenant due to negative attention to the neighborhood, 2) 43 Beat: the first homicide of the year occurred at 700 North Madison. The victim was not the target, however, no one is in custody yet, 3) 47 Beat: 2200 North Grove had gang/drug activity. Recently, three federal indictments were handed down for gang activity and drug sales. WPD is working with Environmental Services throughout the entire area to address abandoned cars, trash, and debris to address active caseloads. The end result is bringing quality of life issues to resolution.

(Officer Kimble’s response is in italics)

Brown Foster inquired about the Crown Apartment at 2200 and 2300 North Grove and asked if anyone was working with the Matlock Heights Neighborhood Association for resolution. The owner is now directly overseeing the property. Camera systems and new lighting is in place.

Officer Phommachanh, Patrol East, reported: 1) 31 Beat Coordinator had a special assignment with East High School. Truancy is down 70% as a result. He also provided 2005 and 2006 stats, as well as tips to address the increase in mail and identity theft.

(Officer Phommachanh’s response is in italics)

Williams asked for the mail theft information in written form, as it would be great for neighborhood newsletters and has there been revisions to the Neighborhood Watch program. I will send that information to Virdena Gilkey for distribution. I am not aware of revisions to the program.    

The board received and filed.

4. Environmental Services
Kay Johnson, Environmental Services Director, presented the 2006 Year-end Service Report for the Wichita Environmental Services (ES) Department. She expressed appreciation for the police officers work with the inspectors in Environmental Services to address blithe in the neighborhoods.

Ms. Johnson explained that ES programs provide regulatory oversight through permits, inspections, licensing, and general enforcement of City of Wichita codes. Food protection, childcare licensure, and air quality programs also help to ensure compliance with state regulations through inspections and compliance recommendations to the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.

Recommended Action: Provide comment.

New Business

5. CUP2006-53 AND ZON2006-57 DP-304 

Donna Goltry, MAPD, explained that the site is located on the northeast corner of Crestway and Central Avenue. The applicant proposes to create DP-304 Koch Community Park Community Unit Plan, containing approximately 31 acres with three parcels located west of Oliver and south of K-96.  The property currently is zoned “SF-5” Single-family Residential.  “LC” Limited Commercial is the requested zoning for the CUP, although the uses for Parcel 1 (10.57 acres) and Parcel 2 (5.18 acres) would be restricted to those allowed by right in the “GO” General Office zoning district.  All parcels would exclude the following uses: adult entertainment, sexually oriented business, correctional placement residence, asphalt/concrete, safety service, pawn shop, agricultural sales and service, commercial wireless facilities or theatre.  A private non-profit group, Rainbows United, hopes to develop Parcel 1 with an office/child care use.  No specific uses are identified for the remainder of the tract.  

Ms. Goltry further explained the regulations requirements for screening/buffer levels and that the applicant has requested that the solid masonry fence, along the property line, be waved. She stated that the applicant and agent are present to address any concerns and answer questions. Also, a note from Mr. Patrick Edwards was submitted to Planning staff prior to the meeting (copies were distributed to the board). Staff recommends approval of the request.

Russ Ewey, agent, explained that a neighborhood meeting was held at Atwater Neighborhood City Hall to gage the initial reaction to the CUP draft. At that time, recommendations were made concerning buffering and access onto Norwood. In response to citizen concerns the following was revised: exit only will be permitted on Norwood street, the building setback increased to 50 feet, restricted southern parcels to office space, and reduced allowable signage.

Stephanie Harden, Rainbow United, stated that they anticipate license to serve up to 100 children from 7:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. There would be approximately 5 buses with two trips per day during low traffic times. She further explained that the buses are not the standard school buses.

The board was concerned with the following: 1) several questions and comments were made concerning the Norwood exit access; 2) the capacity of the building; 3) screening and setback 

requirements; 4) the conditions that must be met from the staff recommendations; 5) the platting requirement process; 6) the location of the playground; 7) the number of school buses running in and out of the area, which includes USD259; 8) if employees would be entering and exiting on Norwood; 9) the plans for Parcels 2 and 3;  and 10) who currently owns parcels 1, 2, and 3.

All questions and concerns were responded to appropriately by Donna Goltry, Planning, Russ Ewey, agent, and Stephanie Harden, Rainbows United.

Donald Jackson, 3316 North Oliver, stated that he was completely in the dark concerning this case and had only read about it in the newspaper. He inquired about the plans for Parcel 3 and the monument signage. Mr. Jackson asked the board to approve only with all voices being heard.

Patrick Edwards, 444 North Market, commented that he did not want to stop the project, however, he would like for the solid screening to abate the noise. He also opposed the use of Norwood Street for the entrance and exit. Mr. Edwards suggested that a driveway be built around the pond instead. He addressed the playground location, which he did not want placed near his property line. He stated that in that area is a deer path that he would like to maintain.

Phyllis Malzahn, 3240 North Oliver, was concerned with Parcel 3 and asked if information would be forthcoming in another meeting?

Phil Myers, Baughman, addressed two things: 1) Norwood would not have to have access, but it would be beneficial. There would be 4 to 5 buses at 8:30 a.m. and two at noon. There also would be no conflict with parents dropping off kids, as the buses would only exit off Norwood; and 2) Parcel 3 has not been discussed because there are no plans for that property at this time. By dealing with the restrictions now and establishing zoning, everyone knows what can or cannot go on that land. 

Russ Ewey responded that Parcel 1 would have only an exit off Norwood, Parcels 1 and 2 would use the access off of Oliver, and Parcel 3 entrance/exit is further off of Oliver.

A few additional comments were made. 

Miller Stevens (Thompson) made a motion to recommended approval of the project subject to platting within one year, applicant adhering to staff recommendations, and consideration of relocating the exit off Norwood. Motion carried 6-3 (Brown Foster, Roberts, and Tipton opposed).

6. LED Signs    

John Schlegel, MAPD, presented information concerning LED signage, which has caused several concerns due to excessive brightness. He presented a PowerPoint presentation which addressed three areas of concern with certain types of illuminated advertising signs, primarily those that use what is known as “LED”, “plasma” or “wedgebase” technology to create changeable copy, animation and moving graphics (hereafter referred to as “LED signs”). This relatively new technology is still evolving, but has seen significantly increased use in the Wichita market over the past 3 - 4 years.  These signs, while significantly more energy efficient than older, incandescent bulb-lighted signs, are also significantly brighter, with greater technological ability for copy change, movement and graphic animation. 

He reported that the concerns have included: (1) excessive brightness, especially at night (which has generated some complaints from neighboring property owners or adjoining neighborhoods); (2) possible traffic safety issues due to distractions of extremely bright, changing or moving advertising 

copy and images; (3) general aesthetic concerns, especially as related to use of such sign technology in historic districts or within the environs of historic buildings or districts.

Mr. Schlegel also presented national research trends, questions concerning safety, and possible approaches to address current and future signage.

Ron Blue, General Manager of Clear Channel Outdoor, commented that his company only has the sign at Central and Rock Road, which basically runs off of the principle of the photocell. When the photocell picks up the darkening sky, the sign dims. It is a computer program that allows them to set the perimeters. He voiced approval for the City to regulate signs that may be too bright. 

Board members recommended the following: (1) that light intensity and rapid changing of motion be considered, (2) the length of the message be limited, (3) current LED signage be Grand-fathered in; (4) community be educated as to the technological benefits of this 21st Century marketing device, (5) consider voluntary compliance as an approach prior to enforcement, (6) guidelines be established for voluntary users to follow, and 7) LED signs should not be placed in historic district areas.

One board member asked if there had been documented cases that supported the assumption that LED signs increases accidents? Mr. Schlegel responded that Traffic Engineering or the Wichita Police Department found no documented incidents.

The board provided the above feedback.

7. Arena Neighborhood Development Plan

John Schlegel, MAPD, presented the Arena Neighborhood Development Plan. He explained the City has partnered with Sedgwick County and the Wichita Downtown Development Corporation in formulating an Arena Neighborhood Redevelopment Plan.  The Plan area is bounded by the central rail corridor on the east, Kellogg on the south, Main Street on the west and extends ½ block north of Douglas.

The board was concerned with the following: (1) the exclusion of properties east of the railroad, (2) Traffic Engineering’s ideas concerning this plan, (3) the impact of proposed residential development, (4) the cost factor associated with using trolleys for transportation downtown, (5) two-way traffic is not planned for the entire length of Main Street, (6) if Sedgwick County has abandoned the $21 million parking garage idea, (7) there is currently a lot of empty parking spaces in the Douglas Street parking garage, which has created dead space in that area, (8) the downtown area should be renovated for residential living first. It is currently filled with blithe and has very little appeal, (9) handicapped citizens should be considered by the County, and (10) if the County is planning to purchase the Indian Hills facility on Washington.

Mr. Schlegel responded appropriately to each concern.

The board provided feedback and comment on the draft Arena Neighborhood Redevelopment Plan.

8. Request for Resolution of Support for Application for Low-Income Housing Tax Credits  (Turtle Creek Townhomes)

Mark Stanberry, Housing, presented a request for low-income Housing Tax Credits in connection with the acquisition and renovation of the Turtle Creek Townhomes.


Mr. Stanberry explained that this project was approved a year ago by the board, but the development efforts fell through. Because this is a year later, the developer decided to go before the board to 

present the project again for consideration. YARCO Companies proposes to acquire and renovate the 126-unit Turtle Creek Townhomes development, which is located at 1329 Williamsburg Road.  The project is to be partially financed through the LIHTC program.  Turtle Creek, originally known as Williamsburg, was originally developed with funding provided through the LIHTC program, approximately 18 years ago.  The federal compliance period has expired.

He further stated that OCI and MAPD have no objections to the project. The Housing board approved the project 8-0. YARCO is requesting a partial wave of 20% market rate to 10%.

Stewart Hunt, YARCO, 377 Broadway, Kansas City, Missouri, stated that YARCO became managing agent for the property in December of 2003. Three years ago, they spent over $200,000 in 

renovation project. The occupancy rate at the apartment community is now 90%. He then explained the history of the YARCO Company and stated that it would cost $1.5 million to renovate the property.

Domitrovic asked what is the difference in this project from what was presented last year? Mr. Hunt responded that last year they had a hand shake agreement and now they have a contract.

Roberts (Domitrovic) made a motion to recommend approval of the request. Motion carried 9-0.

Unfinished Business

No items submitted.

Board Agenda

9. Updates, Issues, and Reports

· Brown Foster stated that she has MLK buttons to sale, if anyone needs to purchase them to support the weekend.

· Tipton commented that she has a ticket to the annual dinner for WIN in case someone wants to attend. She has a schedule conflict.

· Gilkey announced that Atwater NCH has winterization kits for residents to winterize their homes. She asked that the word be announced at neighborhood association meetings.

· Williams stated that she and Inga would like to finalize the brick the board is to purchase for the Piatt Park memorial, however, they needed the $25 to complete the purchase. Council Member Brewer responded that he would give the $25. Williams said that she would bring the wording for the brick to the next DAB meeting so the board could discuss it and finalize their portion of the project.

· Brewer announced that MLK activities would begin Saturday, January 13th, the next District 1 Coalition Breakfast, February 3rd, would have Chief Norman Williams, Chief Larry Garcia, and Assistant City Manager Scott Moore as guest speakers, and the next DAB meeting would be February 5th.

The board received and filed.

With no further business, Roberts (Tipton) made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 10-0. The meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Virdena Gilkey

Neighborhood Assistant

Guest 

Beverly Domitrovic, 1219 George Washington Blvd

Stewart Hunt, 3770 Broadway, KC Mo.

Laura Arnett, 3770 Broadway, KC Mo.

Patrick Edwards, 4628 E. Norwood Ln.
Ed Wolverton, 507 E. Douglas

Donella Edwards, 4628 E. Norwood Ln.
Mannie Neal, 8444 Hickory

James Pruden, 4628 E. Norwood Ln.
Melissa Cohlmia, KOCH Industries
Carla Peterson, 1216 Starkey, Augusta, KS

Donald Jackson, 3316 N. Oliver

Ron Blue, 3405 N. Hydraulic

Phyllis McFee, 3240 N. Oliver

Sandy Pickert, 8434 E. Mt. Vernon Ct.

Stephanie Harden, Rainbows United

Susan Addington, KOCH Industries
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