MINUTES OF ADA ACCESS ADVISORY BOARD

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2005

CITY HALL, 1ST FLOOR BOARDROOM

David Calvert chaired the September meeting.   
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The meeting convened at 10:02 a.m. by David Calvert.  He inquired as to whether those in attendance had received his email regarding committee assignments and stated it was one way to determine if he had correct email addresses for the Board.

Motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting was seconded.

Jeanne Goodvin provided a status report on the first floor remodeling project.  She remarked that the new automatic doors have not been delivered yet and apologized for the inconvenience.  She stated that the construction has four stages over the course of two years, and that the automatic doors are the priority of ‘stage one’ on the first floor.  The first floor phase will include moving the Express Office and adding security.  The second stage involves moving the boardroom and council offices.

She presented information for future reference regarding a “Liberty Swing” for children in accessible parks.  Mr. Calvert interjected that the west side Sunrise Rotary Club had a million dollar budget for the Sedgwick County Park.  

Calvert also presented a photograph of an accessible ramp/stairway that had been designed and constructed in Canada and he wondered if there was an architect in Wichita who could design something similar to it; described it as a work of art.  Others in attendance remarked that it resembled an optical illusion and that it was impressive. 

Goodvin stated that in the future, tax preparation assistance would not just be for the elderly and low-income citizens but for Americans with disabilities as well.  

Calvert handed out his “Initial Committee Assignments”.  He suggested that this was a preliminary assignment, that some people may not want to be on a current committee, may want to be on another one, or may need to create a new one altogether.  

Lori Lawrence, representing District I, said that a monetary fund for professional interpreters for the hearing and visually impaired needed to be set up. The Wichita Police Department suggested looking at “field staff”, i.e., those that work in Central Inspection, Water and Sewer, Environmental Services, with each department setting up a fund to pay for the interpreters.

Calvert touched briefly on his committee recommendations, mentioning that the Transportation Committee has a “massive task” ahead of them, calling the issue one of “chaos”, and mentioning that a study will need to be done involving both public and private transportation.  Also brought up was the “Accessible Parking Program”, and appointing citizens not on the committee, who indicated an interest in participating.  The committee for “Ordinance Review” is chaired by Calvert, who stated that he would be working in coordination with the Law Department, going through the City Code and bringing into compliance with the ADA.

Mention was made to make the City’s website more ADA user friendly, making the ADA link a bigger deal, more accessible, with more information, including the committees’ goals and ideals, and providing information to the public in that regard.  It was also suggested and recommended that the Minutes of the meetings be provided to the City Council Members.  

Judy Weigel, representing ILRC, made a suggestion that non-advisory board members be encouraged provide input to committees where there is public interest. 

Ron Pasamore, David Calvert and Steve Stambaugh recommended that copies of the minutes be emailed to Scott Ericson and Stanford Alexander, and there was a discussion as to which email address (business or home) the minutes be sent.

Kent Johnson, consultant with DMCG, made his presentation regarding curb cuts.  Mr. Johnson has spent the past several months doing on-site surveys of city property, and he is now at the report-writing stage after his making his evaluations.  He noted a couple of issues with curb cuts, how even the most recent aren’t quite correct according to ADAG.  He remarked that if the City is doing 700 curb cuts per year, and that 60-70% of them aren’t being done right, we need to correct the problems now rather than have to go back later and make the corrections.  In general, he said, the features are “pretty accessible” and that the City has been good about it.  After some discussion, Mr. Calvert said that the 2000 Settlement Agreement with the City could be modified.  This Settlement Agreement was made to enforce the ADAG, to make the City comply with ADAG curb cuts.  Mr. Calvert further stated that he would meet with Mr. Hinkel of the City Attorney’s office with regard to suspending the enforcement until training of city employees, who could train the contractor’s employees, was complete and all parties knew what was required under the Americans With Disabilities Act Guidelines.  With proper training, incorrect curb cuts would no longer be made, which, in turn, would alleviate the need to correct any more in the future, and time could be spent fixing the ones that are wrong, while new ones would be placed properly.  Mr. Calvert said this recommendation would be put to a vote at the end of the meeting.

Mr. Johnson continued with his presentation by showing examples of non-compliant curb cuts and ramps, citing that some of these are not just ADA issues but also related to the safety of all.  He showed photographs of steep side flares (a pedestrian safety concern), steeps slopes (wheelchair occupants could be pitched forward and out), and photos were shown of incorrect slopes, no detectable warning surfaces, and no truncated domes.  

Weigel asked if there is fault, to whom could it be attributed?  According to Johnson and Calvert, there is no actual fault, just lack of proper training (mentioned in a previous paragraph).  Hedrick said there needs to be training for those who will train contractors (also mentioned in previous paragraph).

Weigel mentioned that the last photo shown indicated dirt or mud at the base of the ramp, and Mr. Hinkel stated that ramps with truncated domes tend to puddle, will collect dirt, and that ice can form.

Mr. Johnson concluded his presentation by remarking that over the next 60 days the City will be getting massive amounts of information regarding the curb cut issue alone.  He wondered how someone like Jeanne Goodvin alone, and who only has a minimum amount of her time to devote to this issue along with her other responsibilities, would be able to get the City in compliance.  He stated that someone would need to coordinate the effort it will take to get it done.  He indicated a need for Goodvin to have staff assisting her; that other cities our size have personnel solely utilized to bring the city into compliance with the ADAG.  

Goodvin used Johnson’s Century II report as an indicator of what needs to be done, how much his recommendations will cost, and how it will be achieved by breaking it down into the budget process (over time, in each department, etc…)  

In his conclusion, Mr. Calvert stated that future meetings may take longer than one hour now that there are committees in place, and due to those committees’ reports, status updates and the like. He suggests two hours.  He also said that he has heard that this Board has “no teeth”, “nobody listens anyway”; that ADA Board members donate both their time and money and that this Board needs to be heard with a loud voice.  He said, too, that meeting times need to be changed; that they have already lost one board member due to meeting during the day.  This was met with some resistance by a couple of members, but it was decided that the current schedule would remain in place until the end of the year and the issue of new dates and times and, possibly, a new meeting place would be brought up again at that time (due to first floor renovations, it is possible that the boardroom may not be available for public meetings much longer).  It was noted by Goodvin and Hinkel, both City employees, that meetings past 5:00 pm would have no secretary unless overtime was approved.  Dr. Waldie said that two hours is too long, that breaks would be needed, but that 90 minutes would be acceptable to him.  Calvert said breaks were all right. Yonce said if you have to take a break, just take a break, and Ron Pasamore said that as long as there was a deadline (i.e. either an hour or 90 minutes), it was fine with him.  Calvert agreed that 90 minutes would be sufficient.  He added that the next meeting is October 26th from 4:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. and that if anyone needed to leave they should feel free to do so.  

Shirley Yonce asked if committee members would be hearing from the committee chairs as to when to meet and Mr. Calvert assured her they would.  

Meeting was adjourned and immediately called back to order when Mr. Calvert noted that that a vote needed to be taken about the recommendation to suspend that provision of the 2000 settlement agreement requiring curb cuts.   There was some discussion about the wording of the recommendation, and the duration of the suspension.  Calvert said the recommendation is to suspend enforcement of the Settlement Agreement regarding curb cuts, pending a clear interpretation of the guidelines; that the City will not be required to build ramps and won’t be bound by the 2000 Agreement or the 2004 Amended Agreement.  With regard to duration of the suspension, and the confusion as to the terminology of what is being suspended or recommended, Mr. Hinkel explained that the recommendation is only to suspend the repair of old ramps and the construction of replacement ramps over existing curbs until further notice. The motion does not apply to new construction.  This motion passed 10-1.  Hedrick left and Yonce opposed.

Calvert adjourned meeting at 11:19 a.m. 

(Minutes submitted by Deborah Tadlock)
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