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                   443 S 135th West

Nine (9) District Advisory Board Members attended the District V Advisory Board meeting.  Also in attendance was six (6) City staff.  Approximately 20 members of the public were present with fifteen (15) signing the sign-in sheet.
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Listed on page 6.

Call to Order

Bob Martz, City Council Member, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  He welcomed the public and explained the role of the District Advisory Board was to advise him on district and citywide issues.  He asked that all people who wished to speak on an agenda item to wait until the public is given the opportunity during review of the item.  Council Member Martz asked that the public wait to be acknowledged before speaking as well as refrain from disrespectful comments or actions while others were speaking. Other items not on the agenda would be addressed on the Public Agenda portion.  

Council Member Martz then asked for approval of the minutes for the December 5, 2005 meeting.  The minutes were approved 9:0.

The agenda for February 6, 2006 was also approved with changes.

Staff Reports

1. Kellogg and I-235 Project

Thomas Dowl, Kansas Department of Transportation, stated that KDOT, in partnership with the City of Wichita, Sedgwick County, and the Wichita Area Planning Organization, has begun a new study of the I-235 corridor form the US54/400 interchange to the Central Avenue interchange.  The study will take approximately 18 months to complete and it will rely on input from the District Advisory Board.

Steven Schmidt, TranSystems Corporation, stated that I-235 interchange was built in 1957 and since then has become outdated due to the number of physical constraints.  The interchange now averages approximately 50,000 cars a day.  The Central exit will also be included in this study because of the congestion at the exit ramp.  The process will develop by studying and understanding the current situation, utilizing citizen input and then developing the program options to present for a final recommendation.  

Steven Lackey, TranSystems Corporation, stated that he would be handling the public input portion of the process.  A Community Action Committee including members of the public to discuss will be formed to make recommendations for the study.  Approximately five meetings will be held.  The committee will include members from the District Advisory Boards.  A website will also be launched to communicate with the public.  

Jerry Hoggatt asked about the severity of the current safety problem.  Schmidt stated that they have not analyzed that information yet but will be collecting very soon.  

DeAnn Sullivan asked why the 1999 study was not completed.  Dowl stated that the 1999 study was a technical analysis between City/County/State officials that did not involve the public.  The most significant action to be taken was the purchase of the railroad.

Bulman asked in general about the Community Action Committee meetings.  Lackey stated that there will be five meetings and the committee will decide upon dates and meeting times.

Council Member Martz stated that he was very excited about this project and it is very important to the district.  It is very important that the public be involved in this process because their input will be very beneficial.  Council Member Martz asked if there were volunteers from the DAB that would be willing to serve on the committee.

Action:  Bob Bulman and John Marker will serve on the committee (one as a alternate).

2. Community Police Report

Captain Terry Nelson, Wichita Police Department, stated that Patrol West has investigated some of the traffic complaints in the Westport and Maize area and since then they have not heard any more complaints.  WPD staff also recently worked with the owner of the Cotillion Ballroom to handle the issue over people driving through the area fields to side streets.  Mr. Leslie, the property owner, was very receptive to the suggestions and has now enclosed the parking lot with wire cable.

Mailbox thefts have also been a problem for Patrol West and WPD is working with the State of Kansas in an ongoing investigation to bust the ringleaders of this operation.  They are currently waiting on some federal indictments so that they may arrest the individuals who are using this information for identity theft.   The Wichita Police Department recently made some arrests at a west side hotel room of people who were involved in the scam.

Officers in 2005 responded to 10,000 calls.  Patrol West officers initiated and closed over 600 cases that dealt with quality of life issues.  They have also closed over 150 traffic complaints or neighborhood concerns.  

Maurice Ediger asked how they steal the envelopes.  Capt. Nelson stated that the runners follow mail carriers around and look for credit cards and checks.  Ediger asked if WPD has approached somebody like Davis Moore to do a public service announcement.  Nelson stated that there was a recent article in the Wichita Eagle and information was also available on their website.  

Andy Johnson asked if there was any gang activity encroaching on the west side of town.  Capt. Nelson stated that it is very limited to West High.

Council Member Martz thanked WPD for their hard work and efforts to protect the citizens of Wichita.  He also noted that the City held a news conference in regard to the Amnesty program, which is a partnership between the local clergy and the City to remove warrants from their record.

Officer Wertz, 16 Beat, stated that in analyzing the Central and Maize intersection, the number of accidents has been increasing.  Wertz will be looking into some changes that could make the intersection safer.  WPD is also trying to catch the individual who is tagging concrete by Maple and the Big Ditch.

Action: Receive and File.

Old Business

3. CUP2005-0072 (ZON2005-54)

Council Member Martz asked that Planning staff give an update of what has occurred since the last DAB meeting.  Donna Goltry, Planning Department, stated that the MAPC has made a recommendation that the conditional use permit be approved with certain protective overlays by a vote of 11-1.  The list of allowable uses was read as approved by MAPC.  Approximately 43% of the property owners have protested.  The applicant also conceded to build an 8-foot masonry wall to help serve as a noise barrier.  

Almes asked if the 8-foot wall would be for the north and east sides of the property.  Goltry stated yes.  

Terry Smythe, agent for the applicant stated that they have also found a trash company that has agreed to pickup the trash after 8 am.  The trash will be picked up twice a week and will be included in the protective overlay agreement.

Area residents and public expressed concerns about developing as commercial including making drainage worse; traffic increase and difficulties accessing Maize Road; decrease to property values; quality of life issues from trash, noise and odor pollution; and enforcement of CUP requirements.  One area resident spoke in favor noting that residents should not be able to limit what the church would like to do with their property.

DAB members asked other questions regarding the trash containers, the percentage needed for a supermajority, how future enforcement would occur to the CUP and about Planning’s Golden Rules.  Johnson (Almes) recommended approval.  Motion passed 8-1.

Action: Recommended approval by a vote of 8-1 (Bulman) subject to staff recommendations.

New Business

4. ZON2006-00001

Donna Goltry, Planning, stated that this request is to change zoning from Single Family, “SF,” to Two Family Residential, “TF-3,” on two platted lots generally located at the intersection of Boyd and Linder.  The application consists of two undeveloped, platted lots located south of W. Central and east of Boyd, at the Boyd and Linder intersection.  The .5-acre site is zoned “SF-5” Single-family Residential, the applicant requested “TF-3” zoning to allow for duplex development.  

DAB members asked about the zoning of residential property.  

No comments were heard from area residents.  Dennis (Bulman) moved to recommend approval.  The motion passed 9-0.

Action: Voted 9-0 to recommend approval of the zoning change.

5. ZON2006-00003

Donna Goltry, Planning Department, presented a request to change zoning from Single Family, “SF,” to Multi-Family residential, “MF-12.”  The application area consists of an undeveloped, platted lot located south of 8th and east of Gilda, west of I-235.  The .36 –acre site is zoned “SF-5” Single-family Residential.  The applicant requests “MF-18” Multi-Family Residential zoning to allow for duplex development.  Under MF-18 zoning, the applicant could develop two duplexes on the site without a lot split.  

DAB Members expressed concern about off-street parking, if parking space capacity could hold tenants, how many units are proposed to be built under the MF-12 zoning change and if the developer would have the ability to build more than three units. Aaron McPeak, Developer, stated that the maximum to be built would be three living units.  

Dennis (Hoggatt) recommended approval of the zone change with a protective overlay of a maximum of three living units to be built.  The motion passed 9-0.

Action:  Voted 9-0 to recommend approval of the project with a protective overlay that a maximum of three living units could be built.

Public Agenda

This portion of the agenda provides an opportunity for citizens to present items not shown as part of the regular meeting agenda.

Dr. Carla Lee presented the DAB members with information regarding the NUSA conference to be held in Kansas City this year.  Dr. Lee also noted that the Piatt Memorial commemoration was well received and they were gaining support to raise the funds for the memorial and park.  
Action: Receive and File.

6. Scheduled Items

Angie Aubrey, Via Christi, presented information regarding the HOPE program to the District Advisory Board and citizens.  Via Christi HOPE is an innovative program of services for older adults.  The program is designed to maintain, support, safeguard and promote the provision of quality, comprehensive and cost effect health care services for older adults.  

Board Agenda

Updates, Issues, and Reports

Council Member Martz stated that he recently went to Topeka to testify against the Mechanical and Equipment property tax break that will probably pass the House and Senate.  The City Finance Department estimates that this will amount to a loss of $8 million a year.  This tax cut is being touted as an economic development tool and has not been supported by the League of Kansas Municipalities, the Kansas Board of Education and cities across the State.  Sedgwick County stands to lose approximately $12 million in revenue.  The tax cut would start in 2008 and gradually phase in over a 5-year period.

Council Member Martz also stated that the recent support for Wichita State University Football is from only one person on the Council and does not represent that of all Council Members.  This does not indicate lack of support but rather acknowledgement that it is the decision of WSU on what they want to do with their portion of the mill levy.

Next Meeting

The next meeting for District Advisory Board V will be scheduled at Auburn Hills Clubhouse at 7:00 pm on March 6 the second Monday of the month.

The meeting adjourned at 9:58 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brandon Kauffman

Neighborhood Assistant District IV

Guests

Robert Troilo, 10109 W Sterling Ct.

Mavry Richmeier, 10113 W Sterling Ct.,

Bob and Charlotte Dobbey, 320 N Byron Rd.

Aaron McPeak, 2430 N 189th W

Joan Wheeler, 10317 Sterling Ct.

Clete Dold, 218 S Breezy Pt

Homer Price, 8154 W 16th
William Fischer, 10201 Sterling Ct.

Tom Hien, Wichita

Marjie Norton, KDOT

Katherine Ambrose, 2407 N Crestline Ct.

Bryan Frye, 3109 Ridge Port, 67205

Angie Aubrey, 2622 W Central

Dr. Lee, 1367 N Westlink 

