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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the City of Wichita is to provide an environment to 
protect the health, safety and well being of all who live and work in the 
community. In directing policies and programs toward that end, the City 
assumes a stewardship role to preserve the assets and natural resources 

entrusted to its growth, to assure equality of opportunity and to 
contribute to the quality of life for all citizens. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Government Finance Officers Associations of the United States and Canada (GFOA) presented a
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to the City of Wichita, Kansas for its annual budget for the fiscal
year beginning January 1, 2007. 
 
In order to receive this award, a governmental unit must publish a budget document that meets program
criteria as a policy document, as an operations guide, as a financial plan, and as a communications device. 
 
The award is valid for a period of one year only.  We believe our current budget continues to conform to
program requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA to determine its eligibility for another award. 
 
 

THE CITY OF WICHITA DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE HAS EARNED THE 
DISTINGUISHED BUDGET AWARD CONSISTENTLY FOR 19 YEARS. 
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MANAGING FOR RESULTS (MFR) is a comprehensive approach to budgeting that focuses on both the City-wide 
mission of “providing an environment to protect the health, safety, and well being of all who live and work in the 
community” and the individual Service missions, goals, and objectives.  MFR promotes a strategic methodology 
and establishes the outcome and/or accomplishment of the goals and objectives, as the primary endeavor for the 
organization.  MFR requires the 1) establishment, 2) usage and 3) report of performance measures; so that 
management, elected officials and the public can assess the degree of success the organization has in 
accomplishing its mission, goals, and objectives. 
 
In implementing the MFR budgeting method, each service has accompanying performance measures, which tie 
back to missions, indicators, and eventually the five goals adopted by the City Council: 1) Provide a Safe and 
Secure Community, 2) Promote Economic Vitality and Affordable Living, 3) Ensure Efficient Infrastructure,          
4) Enhance Quality of Life, and 5) Support a Dynamic Core Area and Vibrant Neighborhoods. 
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The  Keeper of the Plains sculpture raises his face toward the sky and lifts his arms in supplication to the Great Spirit.  
 

THE KEEPER OF THE PLAINS 
A symbol of Wichita and Sedgwick County, this majestic 44-foot sculpture was designed by Blackbear Bosin 
(1921-1980), a Kiowa-Comanche and internationally recognized  artist, muralist and designer.  On May 18, 1974 
a ceremony took place to dedicate the Keeper, which was designated as a Wichita Bicentennial  project.  The 
project was rededicated to the community on the 33rd anniversary of that Bicentennial project date.  The 5-ton 
sculpture was placed at the confluence of the little and big Arkansas Rivers, which is considered a sacred site by 
Native Americans and was home to the Wichita tribe for many years. 
 
A 2006 project to elevate the sculpture on a 30-foot rock promontory so it could be seen from farther away was 
completed and officially dedicated by  Mayor Carl Brewer and the City Council on May 18, 2007. 




