Access Advisory Board “Special Called Meeting”

 Thursday June 23, 2005

2:00 – 4:00 a.m.
Wichita City Hall, 13th Fl. Property Mgmt. Conference Rm. 

455 N. Main, Wichita, KS  67202
Representatives Present:

Julie Hendrick

Steve Hinds






Ed Koon

Tiffany Nickel



Ron Pasmore






Steve Stambaugh
Judy Weigel

Shirley Yonce

Representatives Absent:

David Calvert

James Clark

Jeff Farney

Valerhy Harmon

Lori Lawrence

Elizabeth Palmgren

Janet Pape

Marty Rothwell

David Waldie
Others Appearing:

Jeff Best

Jeanne Goodvin (ADA Coordinator)


Michael Edwards

Jay Hinkel  (support staff)

Larry Hoetmer


Kent Johnson

Angela Krummel (support staff) 

Ed Martin

Eric Stockton


A quorum of members did not appear for this meeting, so no formal recommendations could issue.





1. Veteran’s Park River Overlook- Jeff Best, an architect representing the River Walk contractor Law-Kingdon, presented this item to the Board. The overlook was designed in two tiers with stairs from the top tier to the bottom tier. The bottom tier has a rock bottom and is accessible from a grassy slope. The bottom tier provides overflow capacity and closer proximity to the river. The river view would effectively be the same from either location.  There are no exact ADA regulations for this situation, which is why this item was brought to the Board. The Board’s job was to recommend if the stairs should be included since there was no way of making the bottom tier ADA compliant, via a ramp, due to restrictions from the Army Corp. of Engineers. A chair lift had been purposed, but due to the flooding nature of the area a lift would not be feasible. The question was whether there is something one can do from the lower level they cannot do from the upper level? The answer is probably not. A quorum was not present, so the Board had no formal recommendation.  The suggestion of those present was to eliminate the stairs from the upper level to the lower level. The lower level will still be accessible from the grassy slope. 

2. Access to Sun-Dial “Stonehenge” in Park- Larry Hoetmer, Landscape Architect from the Parks and Recreation Dept presented this item to the Board.  Ed Martin, Building Services Manager, was also in attendance to answer questions. The location in question is Central Riverside Park and its Solar Calendar. The Solar Calendar, which has become a popular attraction for the area, has recently received a donation to pave the surface area at the solar calendar to reduce maintenance needs for the grassy knoll, which has become trampled down due to excess use. Larry Hoetmer recommended the stone surfacing have a weathered look to match the character of the weathered stones. A contractor has offered to provide stone slabs for the terrace allowing the project to be increased in size and scope. The stone is uncut, meaning it will be of varying height and texture. The question is, will the exhibit be ADA compliant with the stone surface? The Board recommended there be a sidewalk, preferably concrete, that leads up to and around all of the attractive features. To make the attraction wheelchair accessible, the roughness of the surface must not exceed 1/8 to 1/4 of an inch. The Board was concerned about the settling of the stone overtime, and the potential unevenness. In conclusion, those Board members present wanted more information regarding the unevenness of the stone surface before making a recommendation. If the unevenness is within the 1/4-inch guideline, the stone is acceptable, provided settling is taken into consideration.

3.  Transition Team Brief Overview- Disability Management and Consulting Group (DMCG) is the consulting team hired to do the evaluation of city buildings and facilities for ADA compliance. Kent Johnson is the Operations Manager and provided a brief overview of the assessment process. The following are excerpts from Mr. Johnson’s presentation.

-    DMCG specializes in the provision of technical disability-related civil rights information. 

· DMCG provides services pertaining to any or all disability-related rights legislation.

· DMCG develops self-evaluations, transition plans, and performing on-site accessibility surveys. 

· DMCG will use software on Palm Pilots to collect the data in the field, which will be input in to a database. Survey results will be provided in two separate Microsoft programs and two separate formats, Word and Access. 

· DMCG will also provide after care for the City including specialized training, transition plan implementation assistance, Access Advisory Board training and consultation, technical assistance, complaint/conciliation/legal technical information, internal policy development, and accessible communication technical assistance.

The Team includes:

Kent Johnson- Operations Manger

Mike Edwards- ADA Specialist

Jim de Jong- ADA Project Director

Eric Stockton- ADA Project Regional Manager 

Stephen Pope- Owner of Accurate Accessibility Management Software Systems

Next Meeting – 
The next Access Advisory Board Meeting is Wednesday July 27 at

10:00- to 11:00 in the first floor boardroom of City Hall.
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