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KOMA

A Recognizing that a representative government
IS dependent upon an informed electorate,
meetings for the conduct of governmental
affair and the transaction of governmental
business shall be open to the public

A ltIs specificly against public policy for
meetings to be adjourned to another time or
place to subvert policy of openness



KOMA

Insures accountability

Respects the sovereignty of the people
Advances responsive government
Promotes confidence in government
Encourages the flow of information
Allows for better policy analysis



KOMA

City Counclls are subject to KOMA because
they are:

A body or agency

With legislative or administrative powers
At the local government level

That receive or expend public money



KOMA

Boards, committees, or other subordinate
groups of the body are also subject to
KOMA

A Examples:
District Advisory Boards
Board of Appeals of Plumbers & Gas Fitters

Groups need not expend public funds if
supported by funds or advisory to body

Does NOT apply to staff meetings of body



KOMA

Exceptions:

A When an administrative body Is deliberating
maitters as part of its exercise of its quask
judicial function

Example: Deliberating a zoning appeal

A If otherwise provided by state or federal law
or rule of Kansas House or Senate

A Parole board institutional hearings
A Impeachment inguiries



KOMA

Whether a meeting is OPENdepends
on the public accessiblility to the
meeting.

Time, location, and space available
could all be reasons to challenge the
openness of a meeting.



KOMA

The key Is the ablility of the public to

observe and listen to the proceedings of
the body.

There Is no right to speak or otherwise

participate in the proceedings under
KOMA.



KOMA

No binding action by secret ballot; public
entitled to know how each representative

voted
Cameras and other recording devices must

be allowed

A Subject to reasonable rules to insure orderly
proceedings



