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  DISTRICT ADVISORY BOARD (DAB) I
MEETING MINUTES

Monday, August 8, 2005

7:00 p.m.

Atwater Community Center, 2755 E. 19th, Wichita, Kansas 67214
Members Present

Members Absent
Guests

Council Member Carl Brewer

Steve Roberts
Dorothy Nave, 1802 Looman

Gerald Domitrovic

James Thompson
Beverly Domitrovic, Schweiter NA

Treatha Brown-Foster

Lois Tully-Gerber
John Stevens, 3125 E. Boston

Lori Lawrence


Joann Hartig, 1756 S. Main

Debra K. Miller Stevens

Dr. Carla A. Lee, 1367 N. Westlink

Debby Moore

Sharon Myers 




Shontina Pickens-Tipton*

Michael Ross*

Inga Taylor*

LaVonta Williams





*Alternates
  


City of Wichita Staff Present



Virdena Gilkey, Neighborhood Assistant

Deputy Chief Tom Stolz, WPD

Officer Lenny Rose, WPD

Order of Business

Call to Order

Council Member Brewer called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and welcomed the guests. He then asked that those who wished to address the board would please state their name and address and keep their remarks limited to five minutes. No one came forward.

Approval of Minutes

Brown Foster (Moore) made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Motion carried 6-0.

Approval of Agenda

Dr. Carla Lee, 1376 Westlink, requested to be placed on the Public Agenda to update the board on the Piatt Park Memorial. Moore (Brown Foster) made a motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion carried 6-0.  

Public Agenda

1. Piatt Park Memorial Update

Dr. Carla Lee, 1376 Westlink, thanked Council Member Brewer and the board for their support and for allowing her the opportunity to update them on with a progress report. Dr. Lee stated that she is also appreciative of the private and public support as well as the extended community.  

Dr. Lee reported that the project is now in Phase 3, which is the selecting of the monument’s design with a designated company, signing of the contract, raising of additional funding, and the completing of Phases 1 and 2.  Phase 1 was the establishment of the project. During this phase a mayoral proclamation was issued, a small grant was applied for via the Greenway Alliance, and there was a resolution issued by the House of Representatives.  In Phase 2, Wichita State University students created a documentary as a commemorative event. 

They are in the process of locating responders – fire, WPD, medical, etc. They have currently found the forensic pathologist and several police officers that were on the scene.  They are 

planning a public park concert in September featuring Rudy Love.  The goal is to raise $100,000.  They have currently collected $5,000 in public funds. The goal is also for the state to understand that this was the largest national disaster in Kansas. Lastly, she thanked the more than 100 persons who participated in the 40th Anniversary Memorial that was held at the African American Museum.

Lori Lawrence arrived at 7:15 p.m.

(Dr. Lee’s response is in italics)

Brown Foster asked if they would be purchasing a booth at the Wichita Black Arts Festival this Labor Day Weekend? Also, will the monument design be ready to show?  There are no plans to sponsor a booth and the design will not be ready until a contract is signed.  Brown Foster added that it would be great if she would visit the neighborhood associations for individual donations and support of the project.  Williams echoed the idea to visit the neighborhood associations and possibly attend a WIN meeting to present this presentation.

Dr. Lee ended by saying the there will be a groundbreaking on January 16, 2006 and would like as much support as possible for this event.

The board then received and filed.

2. Off-agenda items 

No item submitted.

Staff Reports

3. Police Report

Officer Lenny Rose, Patrol South, 22 Beat, reported:  1) last month was the Automobilia and there were no major events.  Douglas Street was closed down and the event went well; 2) there is positive progress on Skate Park, which will open in September 2005; 3) National Night Out will be kicked off August 2nd in Old Town with over 200 parties citywide; 4) 23 Beat, Lincoln Park, estimated 1,600 will be in attendance; 5) there is a cleanup in public right of ways and bridges. As a result, they are working with Public Works and WPD to deal with the homeless issues; 6) Gander Mountain store will be opening in September; 7) 23 and 24 Beats made 9 arrests in a sting; and 8) Officer Jenny Wiley is working closely on several P.O.P. projects.


The board received and filed.

4. Noise Ordinance
Deputy Chief Stolz reported that there are three noise ordinances that are enforced:  1) loud parties; 2) boom boxes and cars; and 3) industrial/business noises. There are several codes that address these noises and that is Chapter 4 (moral), Chapter 5 (criminal), Chapter 7 (health), and Chapter 11 (noise).

He stated that what the community can expect is:  a) Emergency 911. Call 911 during emergency situations, knowing that calls are prioritized according to importance. If you do not wish to be contacted, please state that to the dispatcher.  If you want to be contacted by phone only, give the dispatcher your phone number.  This is important for the officers to be able to ask follow-up questions. Non-emergency situations that are night after night can be worked out through your beat officers to resolve your issue; and b) there is a non-contact procedure where the officers ride by to see if they hear noise. If so, there is a warning issued the first time.  The second time they

come out, a citation is issued.  If the noise violation continues, there could be an arrest for non-compliance. Deputy Chief Stolz reported that 16 arrests have been made this year for loud noise.  On any given night there are 50 to 60 officers on the streets.  

(Deputy Chief Stolz’s response is in italics)

Brown Foster asked when can officers ticket a violator?  Chapter 11 states that an officer can cite and ticket on site if a violation is witnessed. Chapter 5 relates to misdemeanors where the police cannot issue a citation on site.  Misdemeanors can be fined up to $1,000 based on the discretion of the judge.  Williams asked if a complaint can be made while driving and is it not a priority call if the reporting citizen does not want to be contacted?  You can absolutely make a complaint while driving.  However, because you are moving and so is the violator, you may need to sign the back of the ticket as a witness.  It does not matter which method the violation is reported and it does not lower the priority because the citizen does not wish to be contacted. Myers stated that she hopes WPD comes back on Mainsgate to witness the multiple violations by young people driving by.  This is also true in the Rutherford area with young people in jeeps. Mobile cars are hard to catch. If these areas have consistent violations, we can place an officer in the area. Moore stated that enforcement in her neighborhood is working and thanked WPD.  Williams also expressed her thanks. 

The board received and filed.

Unfinished Business

No items submitted.

New Business

5. Election of Pro-Tem

Brewer commented that a first and second pro-tem is needed for DAB 1. He explained that board members who are alternates cannot be considered for these positions and only the voting board members that are present can be nominated.  The eligible members are:  Gerald Domitrovic, Treatha Brown Foster, Lori Lawrence, Debra Miller Stevens, LaVonta Williams, Sharon Myers and Debbie Moore.

Brewer then accepted nominations for First Pro-tem.  Williams asked who has served in the past?  Brewer responded that Debbie Moore and James Thompson have served. Moore nominated Miller.  Being no further nominations the board voted.  The nomination was approved 7-0.

Brewer then accepted nominations for Second Pro-tem.  Brown Foster nominated Williams.  Moore nominated Myers.  With no further nomination, the board voted and there was a tie of 3 to 3.  By a flip of the coin Williams became Second Pro-tem.

Board Agenda

6. Updates, Issues, and Reports

· Brewer announced the following:

i. Big for a Day Program that is sponsored by Big Brothers, Friday, August 12th, Lawrence Dumont Stadium 5:00 p.m.  Please contact Jules Anderson by Wednesday, August 10th, if you want to be a mentor for the day.

ii. The District 1 Coalition Breakfast, Saturday, September 10th and DAB 1 Meeting, Monday, September 12th.

iii. The budget will go before the City Council on tomorrow.

iv. National Night Out, August 2nd, was a wonderful event for our district.  Brewer thanked the board members who went on the trolley ride to visit the neighborhood associations.

v. Virdena Gilkey, staff, is working on the District 1 Leadership Retreat that will take place before the end of the year.

vi. The Kansas Flight Festival will take place on August 26th & 27th at the Jabara Airport.  Also during this event will be the Ultimate Backyard Barbeque and the Wagon Masters Chili Cook-off.  

The board received and filed.

With no further business, Brown Foster (Williams) made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 7-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Virdena Gilkey

Neighborhood Assistant

