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of the cost incurred in landscaping and scenic enhance-
ment of Federal highway rights-of-way. It also provides
assistance for the construction of roadside parks and
rest areas.

Still another aid program that has worked well in
Wichita is the 1965 Code Enforcement Program. It pro-
vides grants for planning and operating extensive code
enforcement as well as low-interest loans to residential
property owners for needed improvements. Although
not primarily thought of as a beautification program,
this program has a strong relationship to beautification.
Together these programs could be particularly effective
in reversing the trend toward blighted and deteriorated
conditions in various residential neighborhoods.



the role of private groups

Although many of the suggested methods of improving
the livability of Wichita are governmental activities,
private support and aid is a prerequisite to implementa-
tion. In several instances, the only action required by
the public agency or agencies responsible for the over-
all beautification effort will be to guide or suggest pri-
vate beautification activities.

Private organizations or individuals will be likely
sources not only of volunteer services, but also of
financial aid through donations of property and funds
for beautification.

Volunteer services and/or cooperation by such organi-
zations as the Boy and Girl Scouts of America, Camp
Fire Girls, Garden Clubs, Church Groups, Project
Beauty Inc., the Centennial Beautification Committee,
Wichita Audubon Society, Isaak Walton League and
other groups are an immense resource. Tree planting
programs, clean-up-paint-up campaigns, and anti-litter
campaigns are now being undertaken by these groups.
Such activities might appropriately be expanded on
behalf of this livability program.

Other groups such as the Wichita Association of Home
Builders, the Wichita Board of Realtors, Greater Down-
town Wichita Inc., American Institute of Architects,
and the Chamber of Commerce may provide assistance
in educational programs for members as well as
non-members.

The private sector's financial contributions to the
existing beauty of Wichita has been primarily in the
form of property bequests. Over three hundred acres of
park land have been given to the City by eight donors
or organizations. Centrally located Sims Park consisting
of 183 acres is the largest of these gifts. Although
recent gifts to the park system have been scarce (the
Kiwanis recently gave a neighborhood park), it may be
possible to stimulate this type of action. One proposal

which appears in the Metropolitan Area‘s Comprehen-
sive Plan for Open Space, Parks and Recreation is the
private park foundation. Generally non-profit organiza-
tions composed of those dedicated to the needs for
open space, these foundations accept and hold donated
land until the government body needs and is financially
prepared to develop and maintain it. They also receive
cash contributions which are invested in further land
purchases. These foundations provide an inviting
opportunity for people of substantial means to secure
regular tax write off benefits by scheduling donations
of land over a long period of time.
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Street, Greenway & other R.O.W. Improvement

BEAUTIFICATION PROJECTS ELIGIBLE
(GROUP 1)

& RECOMMENDED FOR TITLE IX GRANTS

' Park Improvements (GROUP 1)

(GROUP 1)
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Il Public Building Site Improvements (
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