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The District III Advisory Board meeting was held at 7 p.m. at the Wichita Water Center at 101 E Pawnee. Eight District Advisory Board members were in attendance; Four City staff and 12 members of the public were present.

Members Present
Teresa Cook

Judy Dillard
Charlotte Foster

Jim Gulick

Joann Hartig

Paula Hearn

John Kemp

Jesse Sheffield

Council Member Jim Skelton

Members Absent

DeWayne Kitchen

Bill Ward

Staff Present

Officer Ginny Wylie, Patrol South

Janet Johnson, City Manager’s Office

Officer Virgil Miller, Patrol South

Officer Dave Hinners, Patrol East

Guests
Listed on the last page

ORDER OF BUSINESS
At 7 p.m. Council member Jim Skelton called the meeting to order.  The meeting minutes from May 2, 2007, were approved as submitted Gulick (Hartig) 7:0. 

PUBLIC AGENDA

Scheduled items

Chris Kliewer, AIA president, presented information on the national initiative “Blueprint for America.”  He said his organization has observed a lack of interconnection between transportation systems such as public transportation and bike paths.  In 2007, his organization plans to meet with City officials and work on developing “transportation hubs.”  He said they are working with WAMPO on this project.

Bob Moore, 3027 Schrader, said public transportation in Wichita is good, but it needs to be expanded, especially on Sunday.

Joann Hartig said the buses need to maintain the speed limit and that they need to run later for working people, particularly those who have to work until 6 p.m.

Charlotte Foster wanted to know if the bus drivers are helpful.  Moore (who is a regular rider) said some are and some aren’t.

Kliewer pointed out his organization can’t really affect the transit routes.

Elena Ingle, 3608 Meadow Lane, said when she was working she would have loved to take the bus, but because of the way the routes were set up, she could get home from work on the bus, but couldn’t get to work from her house utilizing the bus system.

Bob Moore, 3027 Schrader, said when he was young Wichita transit used to go to all the aircraft plants.  He said with the price of gas it would be a good thing to do this again, especially since the plants have parking problems.

Action:  Provide comment.
Non-Scheduled items

      No items

STAFF REPORTS

Community Police Report

Officer Dave Hinners, Patrol East Beat 35, reported that the Hooked on Fishing event was scheduled for Saturday at Harrison Park beginning at 8 a.m.  He said things have been very busy and last night there was a homicide just across the street from District 3.  He said Operation Rescue held an event at Tiller’s in May, that was problem free and now they are planning for another event in July.  He said graffiti and code violations continue to be a concern in his beat.

Officer Virgil Miller, Patrol South Beat 26, reported that 21 burglaries had occurred in and around the 25 beat and after the arrest of some suspects, the burglaries stopped.  He said things are going well in the 26 beat because neighbors are looking out for each other and are calling in suspicious activity.  He said graffiti continues to be an issue.

Joann Hartig asked if anything could be done about boom boxes.  Officer Miller said if it’s a regular occurrence and you know who it is, you can call your CP Officer and ask him/her to have a word with the offender.  If it’s just someone driving by, it probably won’t do you any good to call 911 because this will be a low priority call and the offender will be long gone before officers get there.

Lonny Wright, 1721 S. Lulu, asked when to call Community Policing vs. 911.  Officer Miller said regular, routine occurrence vs. an emergency.

          Action:  Receive and file.

NEW BUSINESS

No items

BOARD AGENDA
Updates, Issues and Reports

Council Member Skelton announced the public meeting slated for May 24 at 7 p.m. at the Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church, 3700 E. Mt. Vernon.  The meeting will seek public input on the future of the parcels that were purchased by the City in the voluntary flood buyout.

Council Member Skelton discussed his top 10 priorities for District 3.

· South City Fire Station – It’s been six months since the East project was initiated and not much is happening there; don’t see anything happening out West.  CM Skelton talked to Mayor Brewer and urged him to keep these projects on track.

· 47th St. and I-135 interchange – The State is going to pay for the design.  Jay Maxwell wants to develop a shopping center that would include shopping, entertainment, restaurants and medical services.  Right now we’re waiting for things to come to fruition.  We are also exploring the possibility of a developer purchasing the Funston school for a possible rest home.

· Railroad Overpass along K-15 – Under the current plans the overpass would only go over two streets – it needs to go over all four streets between Wassall and Harry.  CM Skelton said this should be a priority over the Mead crossing because Mead carries 10 trains a day and K-15 carries 50 a day.  He said Pawnee and K-15 is the #1 most dangerous crossing in Sedgwick County.  There is currently no funding for the project, but he has talked to Congressman Tiahrt.  Unfortunately, earmarks are going down due to the war and natural disasters. 

· Improved process for paving dirt streets – looking at possible funding via CIP or leftover money from other projects to help subsidize the paving.

· Storm water control – currently have several Dry Creek/Gyp Creek projects.

· Improve street maintenance – it is currently under-funded.  We aren’t keeping up and our streets are going down hill.

· Trash and recycling – there’s a lot to be done here and we still need a local landfill.  Franchising would reduce everyone’s trash bill and we could have free recycling.  We need to keep after it and not give up. 

· Neighborhood Revitalization – want to continue to help citizens improve their neighborhoods.

· Customer service – timely response and follow up to citizens from City employees

· Improve the Ark River – everything from the broken concrete on the banks to a possible dam around the John Mack bridge area.

Bob Moore, 3027 Schrader, said he heard UP was going to run coal trains on the Burlington Northern tracks – this would be 18 units of coal trains on the Rock Island track.  CM Skelton said he didn’t know about that, but he does know that train traffic in the city is going to increase.  He noted that the Federal government regulates interstate commerce and there is nothing that City of Wichita officials can do about train traffic – it has no authority.  

Lonny Wright, 1721 S. Lulu, said he appreciated CM Skelton identifying his top 10 priorities – it shows that he has spent time thinking about it.  CM Skelton said he also has a big interest in parks, but that seems to be going okay right now. 


Jesse Sheffield said that every 15 minutes there is a train on the K-15 rail corridor.  He also noted there is a new Chinese restaurant going in at Broadway and Pawnee and that a number of the neighboring merchants in the 47th and Broadway area are pleased with the Home Depot going in and the prospect of the new shopping center at the 47th St. interchange.  CM Skelton said the Home Depot had been delayed to some environmental contamination, but it is back on track now.

Joann Hartig pointed out that the railroad at Pawnee and Wal-Mart needs attention and that the City had even purchased Kice Industries as right of way.  CM Skelton said he understood that, but he still sees the other project as the priority because it is 50 vs. 10 trains a day.  

Hartig also supported the idea of trash franchising.  She said Houston has had very good experience with this and they have one day a month where they pick up bulky waste.  

Charlotte Foster said the re-cycling coalition meets Monday at noon if CM Skelton would like to attend.  

Judy Dillard reported there is a committee still working on the ATV/river problem.  She also is sitting on the oversight committee for the park study and reminded everyone that the PROS meeting is at 7 p.m. at the WATER Center on Monday.  

Jim Gulick said Grandview Heights neighborhood clean up is scheduled for June 23rd.

Paula Hearn said Dry Creek has suspended its summer meetings because the school is closed and they don’t have a place to meet.

Jesse Sheffield said they are getting two new businesses in South City – a Cricket phone store and a Hispanic grocery store.  He said they had a successful neighborhood clean up, the Pawnee road construction is moving along and at the next neighborhood association meeting, Habitat for Humanity will do a presentation.

Teresa Cook reported that the South Central Neighborhood Improvement Implementation Committee is looking at the possibility of having a bike path and a fishing dock by the river.

Mary Belar, 924 S. Main, invited everyone to eat at her restaurant Delano Mexico Café at 555 W. Douglas.

Council Member Skelton reminded everyone of the PROS meeting on Monday June 11, and the Brunch slated for Saturday, June 16 at Furr’s.  

Action:  Receive and file.

Adjournment

Gulick (Hartig) made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 p.m. Motion passed 8:0.

The next regularly scheduled meeting for District Advisory Board III will be held at 7 p.m., July 18, 2007, at the Water Center at 101 E. Pawnee. 

Respectfully submitted,

        Janet Johnson, 

                                                                                Neighborhood Assistant – District III 

Guests

Elena Ingle                              3608 Meadow Lane

Donna Thorton

2714 Southfork

Claudia Lee


2826 Greenwood

Lynda Novotny

1209 Jump

Bill Barnes


2707 S. Hillside

Goldie Barnes


2707 S. Hillside

Lonny Wright


1721 S. Lulu

Bob Moore


3027 Schrader

Ken Parli


2730 Laura

Helen Parli


2730 Laura

Mary Belar


924 S. Main

Chris Kliewer


105 N. Washington
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