CITYy OF WICHITA
PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE
PLANNING PROCESS

PROS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING #2

CITYSOF MAY 17, 2007
WICHIT MEETING SUMMARY

PROS Advisory Committee members met on Thursday, May 17" in City Hall to discuss
issues related to the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Planning Process. The meeting was
led by Lauren Schmitt, of MIG, Inc, who began by updating the Committee on work to date.
Ms. Schmitt’s introduction included a presentation of major findings regarding the planning
context and the existing conditions of the Wichita parks, recreation, and open space system.

In thinking of ways to position parks and recreation in Wichita, the Committee identified a
number of problems that parks and recreation can help solve, including:

o Environmental issues, such as water e Chronic disease and other health
and air quality and flooding concerns

e Space and design issues e Poverty and lack of access to

e Neighborhood deterioration opportunities

e Youth issues o Lack of community

The discussion of the Park and Recreation Department’s role in park and recreation service
provision centered largely on the tension between providing something for everyone and
focusing the approach. During the course of the meeting, Committee members identified
numerous roles for the Department:

o Coordinator of programming and e Revenue generator
facilities e Developer of community
e Provider for low-income families « Continuous monitor of maintenance
e Provider for youth issues, user groups, and public needs
e Planner e Provider for built out areas
e Mediator between different user e Provider of neighborhood-based
groups services.

A number of overarching issues surfaced during the meeting, including the following:
o Identifying needs and defining the extent of stakeholder groups

o Equity and mediating between the needs of different stakeholder groups

o Maintaining and building relationships as populations and user groups change

e Access for people without transportation and low-income communities

o Developing new funding mechanisms

« Planning, building, and paying for maintenance
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Wall graphic from 5/17/07 PROS Advisory Committee meeting




