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As a part of the City of Wichita Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
(PROS) Plan, this document reviews the current state of Wichita’s 
park, recreation, and open space system.  It includes:   
 

 A description of how park services are provided in Wichita; 
 Definitions of park classifications; 
 A description of major types of facilities in the city of 

Wichita; 
 Evaluations of existing resources; and 
 A review of recreation programs provided within the city of 

Wichita.     
 
This information will establish a baseline for the PROS planning 
effort and be used as the basis for developing the Community 
Resources and Needs Assessment report.   
   
The information contained in this report is based on the City’s 
inventory of parks and facilities, data from the Geographic 
Information System, a review of previous planning efforts (described 
in the Planning Context Memo, April 2007), data from the City’s 
budget office, an evaluation of park and facility conditions, and 
observations from a park system tour led by City staff. 
  
Major findings include: 
 

 Wichita has over 4,800 acres of park land with a wide variety 
of park types and facilities.  However, not all areas of the 
City are equally served. 

 Many parks and facilities are aging, relatively expensive to 
maintain or operate, and are in need of renovation to better 
meet community needs. 

 Recreation centers have few major structural issues, but 
outdated designs limit their functionality and increase 
operating costs. 

 Swimming pools have serious problems with major systems. 
 The City provides a variety of recreation programs to its 

residents through the Park and Recreation Department and 
other City agencies. 
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 In addition, many other private and non-profit providers, 
including the YMCA, offer recreation programming to 
residents. 

 The City’s direct revenue rate for recreation programs was 
59%. 

 
The PROS Plan presents an opportunity to evaluate the City’s 
existing parks, facilities, and programs, and to make them more 
responsive to changing demographics and new recreation needs.  
This planning effort provides the City with an opportunity to 
capitalize on existing resources to develop a park and recreation 
system that meets the needs and values of residents now and in the 
future.  The specific need for parks, recreation facilities and 
programs will be determined as part of the PROS community needs 
assessment process in an upcoming report.   
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The Park and Recreation Department is responsible for providing 
public park, recreation, and open space resources to the citizens of 
Wichita.  The mission of the department, as noted on the Parks and 
Recreation website, is to: 

 
Provide a cost-effective system of safe and attractive parks and 
recreation land, facilities and programs that enhance the 
beautification of the City, provide for the leisure time pursuits of 
all Wichita residents and visitors, and promote appreciation of 
the City’s environmental resources.  
 

The Department is divided into several operating groups including 
Administration, Forestry and Central Support, Recreation, and a 
number of groups responsible for particular facilities, including 
Botanica, Century II Convention Center and Expo Hall, and the 
Wichita Ice Center.   
 
The responsibility for maintenance of park sites and facilities in 
Wichita is split between two departments: Parks and Recreation 
(Forestry and Central Support) and Public Works.  Parks and 
Recreation maintenance crews are responsible for grounds 
maintenance of park sites as well as landscaped rights-of-way, 
including medians and roundabouts, in the street system.  Public 
Works is responsible for the upkeep of park buildings, such as 
recreation centers and enclosed shelters, and overseeing projects in 
parking lots, fountains and lighting, funded by the Park and 
Recreation Department.  
 
The Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for over 4,800 
acres of park land.  Park land includes all classifications of park land, 
and does not include landscaped medians or rights-of-way that do 
not provide recreation value.  This land, and the habitat and facilities 
contained within it, represents a significant investment in parks and 
recreation that has been built up through the entire history of 
Wichita.  The facilities included in this system range from the 
playground equipment for Wichita’s children to pools, community 
recreation centers, and natural areas preserved for animal habitat. 
 
The recreation group provides programming for Wichita residents in 
classes, leagues, and activities, such as aquatics, cultural arts, sports, 
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and fitness.  Programs are provided mainly at City recreation centers 
and pools.  Some programs are also provided at schools and other 
locations.   
 
In addition to the City, there are other providers of programming 
and recreation facilities throughout Wichita.  These providers are 
also reviewed briefly within this report. 
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B E N E F I T S  O F  P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  
There are many reasons why communities invest in park and 
recreation systems, and these reasons have changed over time.  It is 
important to understand the benefits of parks and recreation as they 
relate to a specific community, and even as they relate to specific 
types of parks.  In the discussion of the classification system for 
parks in Wichita following this section, additional benefits of each 
park type are identified.  In Wichita as a whole, parks and recreation 
are a major factor in the quality of life.  Within this overarching 
definition, parks and recreation services contribute to economic 
prosperity, human development, general well-being, and 
environmental sustainability.  Some of these benefits will be 
explored further in a separate memo specifically dealing with the 
economic benefits of parks and recreation.   
 
Economic prosperity is one of the original reasons to construct park 
facilities.  Most cities and real estate developers can attest to the 
value added to park-adjacent residential and commercial properties.  
One of the most visible examples of this practice is golf course 
development.  Real estate developers have determined that the cost 
of developing a large, park-like setting is worth enough in increased 
home values to justify the large expanses of land and high costs of 
development required.  The same has been shown to be true for 
most types of parks in cities across the country, both currently and 
historically, dating back to the development of Central Park in New 
York City.   
 
The same attractiveness that drives up property values near parks 
benefits a city as a whole by attracting skilled workers and wealthy 
retirees to live in a community.  The economy of a community is 
strengthened by the companies created, attracted, and retained by 
the presence of skilled workers. 
 
Promoting human development and well-being is another major 
category of benefit that parks (and particularly recreation services) 
can bring to a community.  The current awareness of the obesity 
epidemic raises the profile of the active living component of park 
facilities and recreation classes.  This is just one of the more direct 
benefits that can also include lifelong learning and skill development.  
Parks also provide a place for gatherings and other social events that 
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bring residents closer together and increase the sense of community.   
Although hard to measure, this sense of community has been shown 
to reduce crime and increase the success of children in school. 
 
There is also a whole list of environmental values that can benefit 
from parks and recreation services.  Some of these are more obvious, 
such as the preservation of natural open space and habitat areas.  
Others are less visible and are results of the natural processes that 
can happen in parks, such as providing clean air and water and 
enhancing flood control efforts.  Environmental programming can 
also increase environmental awareness and recycling, and reduce 
auto-dependence.   
   
P A R K  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N S  
Park land is classified to assist in planning for a community’s 
recreation needs.  A park system is composed of a hierarchy of 
various park types, each offering different recreation opportunities.  
Separately, each park type may serve only one function, but 
collectively the system will serve the entire range of community 
needs.  By classifying park land by its function, a community can 
evaluate its needs and plan more easily, providing a more efficient, 
cost-effective, and usable park system that minimizes conflicts 
between park users and neighbors. 
 
The City of Wichita has 124 public park sites of varied size.  Nine 
classifications are proposed, based on the site’s function, size, 
location, use, and facilities.  These classifications are: 
 Playgrounds/Pocket Parks; 
 Neighborhood Parks; 
 Community Parks; 
 Regional Parks; 
 Special Use Parks; 
 Urban Plazas; 
 Golf Courses; 
 Linear Parks/Pathways; and 
 Natural Areas/Wichita Wild. 

 
Three of the 124 park sites are undeveloped and can be classified into 
one of the above categories based on park functions after planning 
and development. 
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This section defines each park classification, provides an overview of 
Wichita’s inventory of this park type, briefly describes its benefits, 
and provides examples of specific parks within this classification.  
Maps of Wichita’s existing park system, with park classifications 
indicated, are provided in Appendix A.  Appendix B provides an 
inventory of all the City’s parks by classification, including facilities 
and amenities included at each site. 
 
These classifications are a revision from Parks and Pathways, the 
current park and open space master plan for Wichita-Sedgwick 
County (Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning 
Department, 1996).  The proposed revisions describe the existing 
park system more fully and capture the breadth of the potential 
future park system. 
 
P L A Y G R O U N D S / P O C K E T  P A R K S  
Definition: Small parks with basic play facilities or a small green 
space.  These parks are smaller than two acres in size and located 
within a short walk of the majority of users. Playgrounds/pocket 
parks typically serve residents within ¼ mile of the park or less. 
 
Resource Summary:  Wichita has 23 existing parks in this category, 
containing a total of 38 acres.  Playgrounds and pocket parks 
typically range in size from 1/10 of an acre to almost two acres.  
One park in this category, Stearman Park, is particularly large (19 
acres), but is partially developed with only a playground.  Most of 
these parks include a playground and basic amenities such as benches 
and fountains.  Some also include courts for tennis or basketball. 
  
Benefits: 
 Provides access to basic recreation opportunities for nearby 

residents, particularly young children 
 Contributes to neighborhood identity 

 
N E I G H B O R H O O D  P A R K S  
Definition: Neighborhood-serving parks that provide easy access to 
basic recreation resources such as playgrounds, open fields, and 
picnic areas.  Neighborhood parks are typically between five and ten 
acres, but can be as large as 15 acres or more. Neighborhood parks 
are located within biking and walking distances of users, usually 
serving residents within ½ mile or less. 
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Resource Summary:  There are 38 neighborhood parks in the existing 
system, containing a total of 312 acres.  Most neighborhood parks 
range from five to ten acres in size, but the largest is 25 acres and the 
smallest is 1.5 acres.  Typical Wichita neighborhood parks include a 
playground, a sports field, a tennis or basketball court, and 
supporting amenities such as picnic tables, bleachers, and benches. 
 
 Benefits: 
 Provides access to basic recreation opportunities for nearby 

residents of all ages 
 Contributes to neighborhood identity 
 Provides green space within neighborhoods 
 Provides a space for family and small group gatherings  

 
 
C O M M U N I T Y  P A R K S  
Definition: Larger-scale parks with concentrations of major 
recreational facilities such as recreation centers, sports fields, and 
swimming pools, along with necessary support facilities such as 
parking.  Community parks can also serve the neighborhood park 
needs for residents within walking distance.  Community parks are 
usually larger than 15 acres in size in order to accommodate the mix 
of resources.   
 
Resource Summary:  Wichita has 21 community parks totaling 584 
acres of park land.  These sites range in size from 16 to 56 acres, and 
contain a wide range of recreation facilities, including groups of 
sports fields, swimming pools, community centers, and supporting 
amenities.  
 
Benefits: 
 Provides a variety of accessible recreation opportunities for all 

age groups 

 Provides environmental education opportunities 

 Serves recreation needs of families 

 Provides opportunities for community social and cultural 
activities and positive community identity for the surrounding 
community 
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R E G I O N A L  P A R K S   
Definition: Parks that attract users from throughout the region, have 
a wide variety of facilities, and are usually large in size. Regional 
parks include supporting facilities, such as restrooms and parking. 
 
Resource Summary:  There are seven sites currently classified as 
regional parks in Wichita, for a total of 786 acres of park land.  
Three of these segments, totaling 123 acres, together comprise the 
Riverside park system.  These sites are the central focus of 
community festivals and activities that draw users from throughout 
the region and state.  In addition to facilities that support these large 
community gatherings, Riverside Park includes walking trails along 
the river, sports courts for tennis and handball, a gazebo, an 
interactive fountain, and wildlife exhibits.  Other regional park sites 
include O.J. Watson Park, a unique combination of fishing, 
children’s rides, and special events; South Lakes Park includes a 
regional scale sports complex and Planeview Park has a wide variety 
of recreation facilities and gathering spaces.  One additional regional 
park site—Grove Park—with ongoing enhancements, currently 
includes sports fields, walking paths, and a themed children’s 
playground.  This park is nearly 175 acres in size and will be a major 
regional attraction. 
 
Benefits: 
 Provides a variety of accessible recreation opportunities for all 

age groups 

 Provides environmental education opportunities 

 Serves recreation needs of families 

 Provides regional opportunities for community social and 
cultural activities. 

 Provides positive community identity            

 
S P E C I A L  U S E  P A R K S  
Definition: Sites that contain unique features or facilities designed to 
support particular activities.   Many special use parks will have a 
single focus, such as a complex of sports fields or a fishing lake.  
These parks will likely draw users from throughout the city and 
may have a regional draw.  The size of these sites is dependent on 
their uses and can vary from very small to many acres.  The service 
area for special use parks depends on the unique feature or facilities 
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available in the park.  Special use parks that have a community or 
regional draw may require supporting facilities such as parking or 
restrooms.   
 
Resource Summary:  The nine special use sites in Wichita comprise 
279 acres of the park system.  These parks include sports field 
complexes, fishing lakes, the Wichita Skatepark, and memorials such 
as Veterans Memorial Park.   
 
Benefits: 
 Provides accessible, specialized recreation opportunities for all 

age groups 

 Provides environmental/historical education opportunities 

 Serves recreation needs of targeted user groups 

 Provides the ability to host large regional or national scale special 
events, such as tournaments 

 
U R B A N  P L A Z A S  
Definition: A hard-surfaced or landscaped area that provides social 
gathering space within higher density urban areas.  These sites may 
include performance space, public art or fountains and serve both 
residential and commercial uses.  Urban plazas should be located in 
areas of dense urban activity and within ¼ mile of its daily users. 
 
Resource Summary:  Wichita has five urban plaza-type parks of half 
an acre to nearly four acres in size.  In total, these parks make up 
nearly six acres of the park system.  These parks are concentrated in 
the downtown area of the City and supporting facilities are based on 
users primarily walking to the sites.   
 
Benefits: 
 Provides opportunities for public gathering and social activities 

 Contributes to community identity 

 Opportunities to experience public art and memorialize people 
and events 
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G O L F  C O U R S E S  
Definition: A nine- or eighteen-hole course with or without a 
clubhouse,   including supporting and associated facilities such as 
parking and equipment storage. Golf courses in Wichita are stand-
alone facilities used exclusively for golf.   
 
Resource Summary:  Wichita has five public golf courses ranging 
from 93 to over 200 acres in size.  The total of all five courses is 760 
acres of land. 
 
Benefits: 
 Provides activity that is appropriate for many ages and abilities 

 Provides open space, breaking up other patterns of development 

 Shown to have the highest impact on property values in 
surrounding area  

 
L I N E A R  P A R K S / P A T H W A Y S  
Definition: Corridors of land that connect parks and resources, 
providing public access to trails and their surrounding areas. These 
corridors may include developed or natural areas where the primary 
facility is a pathway or trail connecting community destinations or 
segments of the trail system.  Linear parks are important resources 
to the local community, but as part of a larger trail system, these 
corridors may have a city-wide or even regional draw.   
 
Resource Summary:  Currently no parks are classified as linear parks, 
although several natural areas (described below) contain trail 
corridors and include “greenway” in the park name.  These parks are 
classified based on their primary purpose being the preservation of 
habitat or open space, rather than to serve as a trail corridor.  Other 
trails exist in the Wichita inventory as rights-of-way, crossing other 
park types, or on other publicly owned property.   
 
Benefits: 
 Connecting parks and other community destinations 

 Enhanced trail experience 

 Increased access to parks and other community destinations 

 Encourages active transportation with the health benefits of 
walking and biking 
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N A T U R A L  A R E A S / W I C H I T A  W I L D  
Description: Park land that is managed to ensure an open, more 
natural state.  This includes large parcels of land preserved for 
habitat, including the designated Wichita Wild sites. Uses on these 
lands are typically limited to passive or low impact activities, such as 
wildlife viewing, hiking, jogging, bicycling, and nature photography.  
Natural areas provide benefits locally and regionally and have no 
fixed service area.   
 
Resource Summary:  Wichita has 13 natural area park sites.  These 
sites account for nearly 1,200 acres of minimally developed land.  
These parks support trail, picnic and wildlife watching uses. Ten of 
these sites have been designated Wichita Wild sites, indicating their 
importance to habitat preservation.  The remaining Wichita Wild 
sites are found as portions of larger parks such as Grove Park and 
South Lakes Park.   
 
Benefits: 
 Provides opportunities for experiencing nature close to home 

 Protects valuable natural resources and wildlife 

 Contributes to the environmental health of the community 
including improving water and air quality 

 
S U M M A R Y  
Through a variety of park types, Wichita offers a broad range of 
recreation opportunities to Wichita residents and visitors.  The total 
size of the 124-site Wichita park system is 4,882 acres, nearly 13 acres 
per 1,000 residents.  Table 1 breaks down the total park acreage by 
classification.  For more detail on the parks within each 
classification, see the inventory table provided in Appendix B. 
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T A B L E  1 :  N U M B E R  A N D  A C R E A G E  O F  P A R K S   
B Y  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

N U M B E R  
O F  

S I T E S  

A C R E S  
O F  

P A R K  
L A N D  

%  O F  P A R K  
S Y S T E M  
( A C R E S )  

Playground/Pocket Parks 23 38.2 0.8% 

Neighborhood Parks 38 312.0 6.4% 

Community Parks 21 584.1 12.0% 

Regional Parks 7 785.9 16.1% 

Special Use Parks 9 278.8 5.7% 

Urban Plazas 5 5.8 0.1% 

Golf Courses 5 759.5 15.5% 

Linear Parks/Pathways* 0 0.0 0.0% 

Natural Areas/Wichita Wild 13 1198.6 24.5% 

Undeveloped Sites 3 919.6 18.8% 

T O T A L  124 4882.5 100% 

*Pathways in Wichita are currently contained in parks of other classifications 

 
 
F A C I L I T Y  T Y P E S  
 
Within the park system, a wide variety of facilities provides and 
supports recreation opportunities.   This section describes the 
following recreation and support facilities: 
 Sports fields; 
 Sports courts; 
 Other sports facilities;    
 Aquatic facilities; 
 Buildings and structures; 
 Trails and pathways; 
 Site furnishings; 
 Off-street parking; and 
 Maintenance facilities. 
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S P O R T S  F I E L D S  
a .  B a s e b a l l  F i e l d  

Description: A field designed for use in adult or youth 
baseball.  It includes a pitcher’s mound, bases, backstop, and 
foul-line fencing.  Infields may be either dirt or turf and 
outfield fencing may or may not be present.  Wichita 
currently has three developed baseball fields, all located in 
community parks.   

 
b .  C r i c k e t  F i e l d  

Description: A field designed for cricket play is round or oval-
shaped and includes a centrally located pitch.  Wichita has 
two cricket fields, located in Eastview Park and Planeview 
Park, both of which are community parks. 

 
c .  F o o t b a l l  F i e l d  

Description: A developed, level playing field with sufficient 
space for a regulation field and goal posts.  Wichita has nine 
football fields located in community and regional parks.   

 
d .  R u g b y  F i e l d  

Description: A turf field with adequate playing space and 
appropriate goals for rugby.  A regulation rugby football 
field has slightly different dimensions than an American 
football field.  Additionally, the goal posts have a different 
shape and placement.  The only field in Wichita designed for 
this use is located in WB Harrison Park. 

 
e .  S o c c e r  F i e l d  

Description: A level turf field equipped with permanent or 
movable goals with sufficient space to play a game.  In many 
cases fields are designed to be divided into a larger number of 
smaller fields when necessary, to accommodate younger 
players and practices.  Of the 47 soccer fields in Wichita, 30 
are concentrated in three special use sports field parks.  Other 
fields are located in community and neighborhood parks 
such as Southview Park and Redbud Park. 

 
f .  S o f t b a l l  F i e l d  

Description: Includes formal, highly developed fields for 
competitive play and less developed fields that could be used 
for play or practice.  Softball fields must include a backstop, 
and may have either a dirt or turf infield.  Wichita currently 
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has 55 developed softball fields, located in 29 neighborhood, 
community, and special use parks. 

 
S P O R T S  C O U R T S  
a .  B a s k e t b a l l  C o u r t  

Description: A paved surface with one or two hoops with 
backstops.  Basketball courts, both whole and half courts, are 
often grouped to allow multiple games to be played 
simultaneously.  Wichita has 40 basketball courts located in 
pocket parks, neighborhood parks, community parks, and 
regional parks. 

 
b .  H a n d b a l l  C o u r t  

Description: Handball courts can vary from one wall with a 
paved playing surface to completely enclosed courts with 
hard flooring.   Wichita has four handball courts located in 
South Riverside Park.   

 
c .  T e n n i s  C o u r t  

Description: Tennis courts are sized and marked for both 
singles and doubles play with a regulation height net.  Courts 
are typically enclosed with fencing and often are placed in 
pairs or larger groupings.  Wichita has 66 tennis courts, 
located in neighborhood and community parks throughout 
the city, and an additional 13 courts in a tennis complex at 
South Riverside Park.  Three of these courts are indoor 
courts located under the dome. 

 
d .  V o l l e y b a l l  C o u r t  

Description: Either a sand or turf surfaced outdoor court with 
a permanent net.  Wichita has five volleyball courts located 
in neighborhood and community parks. 

 
O T H E R  S P O R T S  F A C I L I T I E S  
a .  B M X  C o u r s e  

Description: A dirt track for racing BMX bicycles.  Typically 
this facility will include a starting gate and spectator areas.  
There is one BMX track in Wichita’s park system, located at 
Emery Park. 

 
b .  D i s c  G o l f  C o u r s e   

Description: An open area with a designated series of starting 
points (tees) and objectives (holes) for the play of disc golf.  
Formalized courses often have concrete tees and standing 
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metal basket targets for holes.  Wichita has two disc golf 
courses. One course is located at Herman Hill Park and the 
second is in Oak Park. 

 
c .  F i t n e s s  S t a t i o n  

Description: A series of exercise stations, usually placed in a 
grouping in a park.  This equipment is sometimes placed 
along a trail to allow the user to run, jog, or walk from 
station to station.  There is one fitness station located in Sim 
Park and one in Eastview Park. 

 
d .  F i t n e s s  L o o p  

Description: a perimeter trail or other pathway designed for 
fitness running, walking, or jogging. 
 

e .  H o r s e s h o e  P i t s  
Description: Sand pits with a metal stake serving as a target 
for the game of horseshoes.  Pits come in pairs, and in many 
cases, several pairs are located together for group play.  Most 
of the City’s horseshoe pits are located in Linwood Park 
South, which has 24.   

 
f .  S k a t e  P a r k  

Description: An area specially designated for practicing or 
competing on skateboards.  Skate parks can take many 
shapes, often including ramps, rails, or bowls made from 
wood, steel, and concrete.  Skate parks can be stand-alone 
facilities or an area within a larger park.  Wichita has two 
skate parks, one stand-alone park and a second area within 
Orchard Park. 

 
g .  S h u f f l e b o a r d  C o u r t  

Description: A solid smooth surface, marked with a numbered 
triangle for scoring.  Wichita has four shuffleboard courts, all 
of which are located in Woodland Park North. 

 
h .  C r o q u e t  C o u r t  

Description: A manicured lawn area reserved for croquet play.  
One croquet court is located at Woodland Park North. 

 
R E C R E A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S  
a .  A m p h i t h e a t e r  

Description: An open air stage with seating area.  Seating can 
be either formal (fixed benches or theater seats) or informal 
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(terraced or sloped turf).  Wichita has three amphitheaters 
within the park system, one in McAdams Park, one in 
Linwood Park South, and a third in Central Riverside Park. 

 
b .  F i s h i n g  L a k e  

Description: An excavated or natural lake stocked with sport 
fish.  A fishing lake will also provide access to the waterfront 
by trail, piers or docks.  Wichita has seven fishing lakes 
located in community parks, natural areas, and special use 
sites. 

 
c .  M o d e l  A i r p l a n e  F a c i l i t i e s  

Description: Two types of facilities exist in the Wichita parks 
system for model airplane enthusiasts: a remote control 
airplane runway and line-controlled flying pads.  The model 
airport is located in an otherwise undeveloped property 
known as Chapin Park, and the line-controlled plane 
facilities are located in Planeview Park. 

 
d .  M e m o r i a l  

Description: An area within a park or other site dedicated to 
the memory of a person, place, or event.  Memorial areas 
include monuments or signage indicating this designation.  In 
addition to the several memorials at Veterans Memorial Park, 
there are four memorials located in pocket parks, community 
parks, and regional parks. 

  
e .  P l a y g r o u n d  

Description: Playgrounds come in many shapes and sizes and 
can include a variety of elements.  The elements are usually 
grouped, and more than one playground may exist at a 
particular park site.  Playgrounds can also be designed to 
incorporate thematic play features that focus on interpretive 
and educational elements.  A total of 77 playgrounds have 
been developed, with most parks–except natural areas and 
golf courses–having at least one.  In some cases, the 
playground is the primary park feature, as is the case at most 
pocket parks.   

 
A Q U A T I C  F A C I L I T I E S  
a .  P o o l  

Description: Pool facilities include indoor and outdoor pools 
for lap swimming/diving and leisure activities.  Wichita has 
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11 swimming pools, located in neighborhood and 
community parks.   

 
b .  I n t e r a c t i v e  W a t e r  F e a t u r e  

Description: Includes all water features designed for play that 
has no associated pool of standing water.  When these 
features are accessible and appropriate for people to interact 
with, this type of facility can include fountains designed for 
decorative purposes.  There are five existing interactive water 
features in Wichita parks. 

 
B U I L D I N G S  A N D  S T R U C T U R E S  
a .  R e c r e a t i o n  C e n t e r  

Description: Recreation centers are facilities owned and 
operated by the City and actively programmed with a variety 
of recreation opportunities.  The City Park and Recreation 
Department staffs these centers during their operating hours.  
There are 10 recreation centers, most of which are in 
community parks. 

 
b .  C o m m u n i t y  B u i l d i n g  

Description: A recreation building that is climate-controlled.  
These structures typically include a restroom and at least one 
large open room.  These facilities are typically available by 
reservation for classes, meetings and gatherings.  There are 12 
community buildings in various Wichita parks. 

 
c .  O p e n  S h e l t e r  

Description: A facility for gatherings in parks that provides 
shade but is not enclosed.  Open shelters may include tables 
and other amenities, such as grills and trash receptacles.  
There are 20 open shelters in Wichita parks. 

 
d .  G a z e b o  

Description: A decorative covered shelter in parks that can be 
used for picnicking, live music performances, and other 
gatherings.  Three gazebo shelters are located in Wichita 
parks, at Naftzger Park, Riverside Park, and Heritage Square 
Park. 

 
e .  S h a d e  S h e l t e r   

Description: A structure that provides protection from the 
sun for the comfort of picnickers and spectators.  Shade 
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structures exist at several neighborhood pools, as well as 
community parks and South Lakes Park. 

 
f .  R e s t r o o m s  

Description: Restrooms can be unisex/single occupant 
facilities, multiple single occupant facilities within one 
structure, or gender-separated facilities of varying capacities.   
There are 24 restrooms in Wichita parks, with some parks 
having more than one structure.   

 
g .  O t h e r  S t r u c t u r e s   

Description: In addition to the categories detailed above, there 
are a number of structures that serve special purposes within 
the park system.  These include the Ice Center, Botanica 
buildings, the Tennis Pro Shop, and the wildlife exhibits at 
Riverside Park. 

 
S I T E  F U R N I S H I N G S   
Description: Supporting amenities and furnishings such as benches, 
picnic tables, grills, water fountains, and bleachers.  The City of 
Wichita maintains over 1500 individual site furnishings throughout 
the park system. 
 
O F F - S T R E E T  P A R K I N G  
Description: Formally developed parking that is included within a 
park site.  Existing surface treatments include paving and gravel/dirt.  
The standard for parking lots in Wichita is a paved surface.  As 
resources allow, the City is renovating gravel parking lots within the 
park system to meet this standard.  Wichita maintains 90 parking 
lots of varying sizes, mostly serving larger park types.   
 
M A I N T E N A N C E  F A C I L I T I E S   
Description: Buildings used primarily to support the maintenance of 
park amenities, including storage.  In addition to the centralized 
park maintenance facility, at Walker and McLean Blvd., seven 
facilities located in parks support maintenance of the system. 
 
T R A I L S  A N D  P A T H W A Y S  
Trails and pathways in Wichita fall into several categories, including 
walking paths, nature trails, and multi-use off-street trails.  In 1996 
Wichita completed a Parks and Pathways Plan that included a goal 
to develop a coordinated system of linear park, bikeway, greenway, 
and pedestrian corridors.  Strategies for reaching this goal included, 
acquiring additional rights-of-way from railroads, along drainage 
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ways, and along roads identified in the plan.  More recently, the 
Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (WAMPO) 
Regional Pathway System Plan addresses alternative transportation, 
bicycle, and pedestrian facility needs throughout the region, 
including transportation to recreational facilities.  The current draft 
plan has identified 20 priority projects in the region, totaling 60 
miles of trails, bike lanes, and other missing links in the existing trail 
system.  The regional plan acknowledges the over 400 miles of 
proposed trails in existing local plans, and the limitations of available 
funding to implement trail projects.  The plan focuses on the missing 
links that would best serve the regional transportation functions.   
The Wichita Parks, Recreation, and Open Space planning process 
will often refer to the findings of the WAMPO plan related to 
connecting community destinations.   The PROS plan will focus on 
the recreational trails in order to complement the separate WAMPO 
planning effort.  
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This section reviews preliminary information about the condition, 
distribution, and accessibility of park and facility resources in 
Wichita.   The information presented here will be refined, and will 
contribute to the recreation needs assessment that will be completed 
later in the PROS planning process.   
 
P A R K  A S S E S S M E N T  
In February and March 2007, the parks and recreation maintenance 
staff performed a condition review of specific amenities within the 
park system.  A rating system based on a four-point scale was 
developed for each resource, with each rating scale following a 
standard format: 
 

1. Resource is in good condition 
2. Resource is in fair condition 
3. Resource is in poor condition 
4. Resource is in need of immediate attention 

 
Each of the facilities types listed in the previous section, including 
sport fields, shelters, site furnishings, and playgrounds, was rated if 
present at the park.  Each of these items was given a 1-4 rating and 
its location entered into the parks database.  Some sites, including 
undeveloped and some special use sites, were not rated and do not 
affect this analysis.  
 
Using the data collected, the planning team examined scores across 
each resource type, and developed an average score for each park 
based on the amenities within it.  Overall, the average score for 
parks in the system was 1.6, falling somewhere closer to fair than 
good.  This review indicates that there are some disparities in park 
condition based on geography.  Based on the preliminary data 
analysis, the team found that a larger portion of the parks in District 
6 have summary ratings between fair and poor (26% of the 19 parks 
rated).  Of the 12 rated sites in District 5, only one (8.3%) received a 
summary rating of poor.  For comparison, the remaining districts 
had 15-18% of their park sites in the summary score range between 
fair and poor.   
 
In addition to the geographic patterns noted above, some individual 
park sites stand out as being in less than fair condition.  These parks 
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had summary scores above 2.5, meaning that the average resource in 
the park is more often rated poor than fair.  These include 
McKnight Park, Glenn Village Park, West Millbrook Park, 
Columbine Park, and Prospect Park.  There is at least one park with 
an average rating of 2.5 in each of Districts 1, 4, 5, and 6. 
 
Further review of park sites will be necessary to determine possible 
evaluation bias (amenities were rated by several different people) and 
to examine the effect of available funding on reinvestment in parks.   
For example, Community Development Block Grant funds have 
been used heavily to build new playgrounds or renovate existing 
playgrounds in eligible areas (most of which are in Districts 1, 3, 4 
and 6). 
 
 
R E C R E A T I O N  C E N T E R  A S S E S S M E N T  
Recreation centers are the major location for year-round 
programming in Wichita’s park system.  The majority of these 
facilities were built between the late 1960s and the early 1980s.  Most 
are stand-alone structures, but two centers share space within school 
facilities.  Buildings of this age typically should have had several 
rounds of major maintenance and upgrades.  Centers of this age 
(30+ years) typically will have adapted better or worse to the 
current programming needs of the communities, depending in part 
upon the flexibility of the original design.   
 
In order to establish the current condition of the existing recreation 
centers, each of the ten center directors was provided with rating 
guidelines and forms to collect condition information.  The directors 
were asked to indicate their perception of the condition of five 
major building systems, listed below. 
 Roof 
 Heating 
 Cooling 
 Plumbing 
 Electrical 

Overall, the directors indicated few serious problems with building 
systems.  The most recurring problem area was the condition of 
roofing.  Linwood reported the most serious concern, with Orchard 
and Boston centers also noting leaks.  The McAdams Center noted 
problems with the heating and cooling systems related to noise.  
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Additional information reported by the center directors related to 
sightlines (the ability to monitor entrances and activity areas 
throughout the building), accessibility, and program and facility 
improvements that would improve service.  Sightlines were reported 
as a problem in nearly all centers.  In some cases, the inability to 
monitor entrances and activity areas at the same time necessitates 
additional staff, which increases operating costs or results in fewer 
hours of operation. 
 
The center directors were also asked to tally the program hours by 
room, and indicate the adequacy of the room for the particular 
activity.  This data allows the calculation of a basic facility 
utilization rate, based on the stated hours of operation for the 
facility.  Each center has two main seasons of operation; with the 
first fall through spring, and the second the summer session, roughly 
matching the school calendar.  The hours of operation vary by 
center. Typically, opening times are between 8 and 9 a.m. and 
closing times are between 8:30 and 10 p.m.  However, staffing levels 
and supervision requirements do not necessarily allow all spaces in 
recreation centers to be available through the full hours of 
operation.  Fitness rooms specifically require the full attention of a 
staff member to monitor activity and manage risks. 
 
Preliminary analysis of facility utilization rates shows that typically 
the gymnasiums are the most heavily programmed spaces within the 
recreation centers.  Lounges and club rooms were also used during a 
large portion of the operating hours.  Fitness centers and gyms were 
the most likely spaces to be rated inadequate for programmed uses, 
probably due to the specialized needs of their users.  General 
concerns noted about the adequacy of recreation centers focused on 
the quality and age of equipment, acoustic quality, and flooring.   
 
Watson Park was also rated in a similar way, due to the many 
structures on the site.  The findings of this review indicate aging 
structures and amenities that will require reinvestment if the City 
chooses to continue offering the special attractions at this park. 
 
In addition to the observations of the facility directors, a facility 
survey was completed by Building Services in 2007.  This review 
found that nearly all systems in recreation center buildings were in 
good or fair condition.  Noted problems include leaks in the 
Linwood Recreation Center, echoing the comments by the center 
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directors, and poor condition of fire safety systems, entrances, and 
the kitchen in the Edgemoor center. 
 
P O O L  A S S E S S M E N T  
As part of the condition assessment of existing resources, the pool 
manager reviewed four major systems of each swimming pool in the 
City’s park system.  The systems are: 
 Pumproom (physical structure);  
 Tank; 
 Mechanical (including valves, pumps and motors); and 
 Bathhouse (showers, toilets and lockers).   

 
Of the 11 swimming pools in Wichita, seven have at least one system 
rated either poor or failing.  The failing systems in all cases are not a 
safety concern, but do require urgent major maintenance to remain 
functional.  College Hill pool received the most significant update, 
with a newly constructed tub with a zero depth entry and water 
play elements.  Of the 11 swimming pools, Country Acres pool is in 
the worst condition with all four systems either poor or failing.  The 
Edgemoor and McAdams pools are also in poor condition, 
compared to others in the system. 
 
Building Services also examined the facilities connected to the pools 
in 2007 and rated the condition of each structure.  Problems noted 
during the buildings services evaluation include interior walls at the 
Orchard Pool buildings and generally lower condition of buildings 
at pool sites when compared to other facilities.  Overall the 
condition of systems was mostly between good and fair, but most 
systems in facilities attached to pools were in the fair category. 
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G E O G R A P H I C  D I S T R I B U T I O N   
More than 4,800 acres of park land in the Wichita parks, recreation, 
and open space system are spread out across the 88,960-acre (139 
square miles) city.  A map of the park system including City 
Council district boundaries is included on the next page.  District 
boundaries are also included in the detailed maps in Appendix A, 
and the parks inventory by district is provided in Appendix C.  The 
number and acreage of parks in each district is summarized in Table 
2, below.  It is important to note that City Council district 
boundaries are not fixed in place over the long term.  The borders of 
each district shift periodically based on the distribution of 
population across the City.   
 

T A B L E  2 :  N U M B E R  A N D  A C R E A G E  O F  
P A R K  S I T E S  B Y  D I S T R I C T  

D I S T R I C T

N U M B E R  
O F  

S I T E S  

A C R E S  
O F  

P A R K  
L A N D  

%  O F  
P A R K  

S Y S T E M  
( A C R E S )  

District 1 35 982.4 20.1% 

District 2 8 242.5 5.0% 

District 3 16 841.8 17.2% 

District 4 18 1002.9 20.5% 

District 5 15 541.2 11.1% 

District 6 31 1271.6 26.0% 

T O T A L  123 4882.3 100% 

 
Table 2 shows that some districts have more park sites or acreage 
than others.  Districts 1 and 6 have a large number of sites in part 
because of the larger number of pocket parks/playgrounds located in 
these central areas.  District 2 and District 5 include many of the 
more recently developed areas in the City and do not include as 
many municipal park types as other districts.   
 
Districts 1, 4, and 6 all have significant-sized individual parks 
including natural areas, regional parks, and large special use sites that 
contribute to the high acreage in those districts.   
 
Major recreation facilities are also unevenly distributed in Wichita.  
For example, Districts 1 and 6 contain the largest share of the ten 
recreation centers, with four and three centers respectively.  In 
contrast, Districts 2, 3 and 4 have one center each, and District 5 has 
no City-operated recreation center.  Swimming pools are more 
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evenly distributed, with three each in Districts 1 and 6, two in 
Districts 2 and 5, and one in District 4.  District 3 currently has no 
City-operated swimming pool. 
 

T A B L E  3 :  R E C R E A T I O N  
C E N T E R S  B Y  D I S T R I C T  

D I S T R I C T  
N U M B E R  O F  

C E N T E R S  
District 1 4 

District 2 1 

District 3 1 

District 4 2 

District 5 0 

District 6 2 

T O T A L  10 

 
Further analysis of geographic distribution of specific resources and 
park types will be conducted in the needs assessment phase of the 
PROS planning process.  This will also include analysis of the 
service areas and access routes for some types of parks. 
 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  
 
The City of Wichita has completed an Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) transition plan to address accessibility in all City-owned 
facilities.  This ADA plan provides a project list that includes high, 
medium, and low priority improvements to parks and park facilities. 
These accessibility needs will be integrated into the PROS plan 
recommendations. However, Wichita’s ADA plan appears to 
primarily address basic paths of travel, restrooms, parking, etc.—
major building elements originally covered by the ADA.  It does not 
appear to evaluate access to recreation amenities according to the 
most recent guideline amendments. 
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A wide range of recreation programs are currently available to 
residents of the city of Wichita.  These programs are offered both by 
the City and by other public, private, and nonprofit providers.  This 
section of the Existing Recreation Resources Memo provides a 
summary of available programs. 
 
C I T Y  O F  W I C H I T A  P R O G R A M S  
The city of Wichita is a major recreation provider.  It currently 
offers programs through its Park and Recreation Department and 
also through other City entities, including the WATER Center and 
City Arts. 
 
P A R K  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  P R O G R A M S  
The city of Wichita Park and Recreation Department is responsible 
for a significant part of the City’s recreation programming.  The 
Department offers a wide variety of recreation programs for diverse 
age and interest groups, from athletic leagues to cooking classes to 
day camps.       
 
M a j o r  P r o g r a m  A r e a s  
The Park and Recreation Department provides programming in 
nine major areas. 
• Recreation Center Programs: Many of the City’s recreation 

programs are offered through the neighborhood recreation 
centers. 
o Dance: Dance programs supported by the Park and 

Recreation Department target adults, youth, and 
preschoolers.  Dance classes generally include lessons and 
practice in line dancing, Latin dancing, belly dancing, ballet, 
tap, break dancing, and hip hop.  Classes are held at each of 
the City’s major recreation centers.  

o Exercise/Fitness: Fitness activities offered by the Park and 
Recreation Department include aerobics, yoga, Pilates, 
kickboxing, and weightlifting.  Classes generally target adults, 
although some programs are provided for youth as well.  
Classes are held at each of the City’s major recreation centers, 
and several centers include weight rooms for open use. 

o Martial Arts: The Parks and Recreation Department provides 
martial arts training in kung fu, judo, tai chi, tae kwon do, 
and Chinese boxing.  Programs are targeted towards youth 
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and adults, and are located at most of the City’s recreation 
centers.  

o Special Events: The Department sponsors special events 
throughout the year, including a summer concert series, 
dances, and holiday celebrations.  Many of these special 
events are hosted at Watson Park.  The Department also 
organizes an annual Summer of Discovery, a 10-week 
educational, licensed day camp which operates at recreation 
centers around the City.   

o Special Interest Classes: Special interest classes offered by the 
Department target all age groups and are located at each of 
the recreation centers.  These classes include languages, 
cooking, finance, and limited arts and crafts instruction.  
Classes also include some geared towards preschool and 
youth development.  

• Aquatics: Aquatics programs are offered at each of the City’s 11 
outdoor swimming pools.  Programs include recreational swim, 
swimming lessons, diving lessons, water aerobics, lifeguard 
training, and swim team.  The season generally lasts from late 
May through late August. 

• Sports: Much of the Department’s existing programming is 
focused towards adult and youth sports.  These activities include 
leagues in all traditional sports, with a focus on volleyball, 
tennis, basketball, football, soccer, baseball, and softball.  Winter 
and gymnasium-based programs are held at each of the recreation 
centers.  Outdoor programs are generally held in the City’s 
community parks. Tennis programs are held at the Riverside 
Tennis Center. 

• Wichita Ice Center:  The Wichita Park and Recreation 
Department also offers programming through the Wichita Ice 
Center, a hockey and skating rink developed by the City in 
downtown in 1996.  The Wichita Ice Center provides figure 
skating lessons and hockey clinics.  The Ice Center also supports 
the Figure Skating Academy, hockey leagues, figure skating 
groups, free skates, and special events.   

• Golf: Wichita’s park system offers five golf courses.  In a typical 
year these five courses host 188,000 rounds of golf.  The Wichita 
Junior Golf Foundation, an independent nonprofit operation, 
works with the Park and Recreation Department to offer lessons 
and tournaments to golfers under the age of 18.   
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• Botanica: The Wichita botanical gardens offer adult and youth 
programming focused around nature, gardening, and wildlife.  
Also included in Botanica’s program offerings are birding 
sessions, lunchtime lectures, and summer day camps themed 
around nature and gardening.   

• Miscellaneous: The City of Wichita Park and Recreation 
Department also offers a number of miscellaneous recreation 
activities at its parks, including pony, train, boat, hay rack rides, 
and miniature golf.  O.J. Watson Park is a major site for these 
activities.   

 
G e n e r a l  P o p u l a t i o n  S e r v e d  
Park and Recreation Department programs are designed to serve a 
variety of Wichita residents.  Specific programs target seniors, adults, 
youth, and preschool age children.  The Department also provides 
programs geared towards home-schooled children, including social 
events and activities.   
 
The availability of participation data varies by program type.  For 
example, data on participation at the Wichita Ice Center is not 
readily available.  In contrast, the Park and Recreation Department 
keeps close track of participation in programs, attendance at each of 
its special facilities, recreation centers and several of the athletics 
programs. 
 
Two special facilities in the Wichita system have particularly good 
participation figures, due to tracking the number of people coming 
in the door.  O.J. Watson Park, a regional facility with a variety of 
entertainment options, reported 120,275 attendances in 2006.  The 
Great Plains Nature Center, an environmental education facility, 
had 148,410 visitors in 2006.  
 
Last year, the City reported 461,564 total attendance at Wichita 
recreation centers (Park and Recreation Performance Management 
Annual Report, 2006).  This figure includes both program registrants 
and participants in other activities hosted at individual recreation 
centers.   More detailed program registration data was also available 
for recreation centers in 2006, when there were 6,968 total 
registrations (Table 3).  This data includes registrations in dance, 
exercise/fitness, martial arts, athletics, and special interest classes 
held in recreation centers.  This data counts total number of 
registrations, not individual participants, in these programs.   
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In addition to the City, there are a number of public, private and 
nonprofit providers of land, recreation facilities and programs for 
Wichita residents.   Some of these sites are limited to members, 
customers, or for security reasons.   
  
S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T S  
Area school districts, primarily USD 259 but also surrounding 
districts, are important providers of recreation opportunities.  In 
many cases, the school grounds of the local elementary school 
function much like a neighborhood park or playground.  There are 
over 100 school sites in and immediately surrounding the planning 
area. Wichita Public Schools are an important partner to the City’s 
Park and Recreation department, providing facilities for recreation 
centers in schools such as the Colvin and Aley centers.   
 
N E I G H B O R I N G  C I T I E S  
Many of the cities adjacent to Wichita, including Derby, Maize, 
Andover, Haysville, Bel Aire, and Park City have park systems of 
their own that serve both their residents and nearby Wichitans.  In 
the course of this planning effort, additional data has been developed 
about parks near to the borders of Wichita that effectively serve 
some of the City’s residents.  This data will be used in the analysis of 
park needs later in the planning process. 
 
H O M E - O W N E R  A S S O C I A T I O N S  
As part of the platting and development approval of residential 
subdivisions, land is often set aside for open space, private parks, and 
other purposes.  These properties range from a small parcel with a 
playground to open space to separate residences and neighboring 
development to fully developed golf courses.  Other association-
owned lands include buffers for creeks, stormwater retention areas, 
riverfront, and other local natural areas or entire water bodies.  
Based on a search of property records, over 110,000 acres of home-
owner associate reserves exist inside of the city limits.  An additional 
3,000 acres of similar reserves exist in Sedgwick County, outside of 
the city limits.  The map on the following page indicates the parcels 
owned by home-owner associations across Wichita. 
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Small, often individual, parcels of land are reserved across the City, 
with larger pieces concentrated in the outer Wichita areas.  The 
northwest and far eastern portions of the City particularly have 
large contiguous areas of reserve lands.  The southern and central 
portions of Wichita have a number of small pieces of land but appear 
to have generally less privately reserved open space.  The property 
records make it difficult to determine the usability and quality of the 
land in any particular location.  In the next phase of analysis which 
includes assessing needs, those areas that are underserved by public 
park land will be examined more closely, including the quality of 
home-owner association facilities. 
 
Y M C A  
The Greater Wichita YMCA operates seven facilities with a wide 
range of recreation programs around the city.  Programs include 
fitness, aquatics, dance, gymnastics, martial arts, and sports.  The Y 
also provides after-school programming at area elementary and 
middle schools.  In general, programs are aimed at young children, 
youth, and families, with some programs specifically for youth of 
color.  Altogether, the YMCA employs over 1,000 people and serves 
over 150,000 area residents annually.  According to the YMCA’s 
website, almost 50% of these are youth and 40,000 receive financial 
assistance.   
 
O T H E R S  
Wichita residents also benefit from a variety of other private and 
nonprofit providers that offer recreation programs in a range of 
areas, including fitness, gymnastics, youth sports, martial arts, 
equestrian, and others. 
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