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Workshop Presentation

ÁHistorical Perspective

ÁBackground

Á2007 Winter/Spring Actions

ÁDefining Concepts

ÅEnvironmental Systems

ÅSustainability/Ecological Demand

ÅEcological Footprint

Á2007 Summer/Fall Actions

ÁES Recommendations
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Historical Perspective

ÁCity of Wichita has a long-standing commitment to 

environmental qualityé

ÅWichita-Valley Center Flood Control (Big Ditch)ïcontinues 

today (1959) 

ÅEnergy practices in City buildingscontinues today (1977)

ÅGilbert and Mosley GW Cleanupcontinues today (1990)

ÅAir Quality 33 -50 Program - Sedgwick Co was one of top 10 

counties having highest chemical air emissions in the US, 

Emissions Reduction Program (1988-1997) ïEPA recognized 

community for achieving goal!

ÅAir Quality Task Force continues today (1998)

ÅLandfill methane recoverycontinues today (1998)
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Historical Perspective 

ÁWichita environmental projects continued . . .

ÅStreet light change outïongoing (1980s)

ÅCheney Watershed Projectcontinues today (1993)

ÅEquus Beds Recharge Projectcontinues today (1993)

ÅRail Corridor Overhead Trains continues today (1990s)

ÅIntelligent Transportation Systems/Traffic lights change 

outïongoing, more efficient bulbs (2002)

ÅParks Dept Expands Tree Planting and Pesticide-Free 

Parks continues today (2002) 

ÅCompleted Transit Bus Change Outïmore efficient buses 

with reduced air emissions ïno black smoke! (2004-2006)

ÅMany, many moreé.
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Background
ÁIn July, 2006,Mayor/Council asked ES to evaluate the 
requested endorsement of US Conference of Mayorôs Climate 
Protection Agreement and Sierra Clubôs Cool Cities program -
to reduce greenhouse gases (GHG)

ÁIn August, 2006ES recommended the City:

ÅDevelop a City Govôt Energy Inventory ïfor Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG) emissions baseline 

ÅEstablish and implement a City Operations Air Emissions 
Reduction Plan for Ozone and GHG

ÅEstablish City air emissions tracking and annual reporting 
program for Ozone and GHG

ÅIncrease City and community education and outreach

ÁFall/Winter 2006 ES held Department meetings to develop 
Energy Inventory and engaged volunteer Dr. Bill Wentz, 
Retired WSU Professor, for assistance and emission forms
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2007 ES Winter/Spring Actions

ÁIn January, 2007ES began 2006 City Energy Inventory 
(GHG)

ÁIn May, 2007City Manager attended ICMA meeting where 
env. management systems, sustainability and ecological 
footprint concepts discussed in depth

ÅEach country, state, county, city, individual ïhas an ecological 
footprint and each should do its part to reduce its impact

ÅImpact and consumption rates are too high for earthôs capacity

ÅQuality of life and sustainability requires reducing eco footprint

ÁCM directed ES to develop ecological footprint for City govôt 
operations and to make recommendations for development of 
citywide/community ecological footprint, action plans for 
compliance, air emission reductions and for city/community 
sustainability
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Defining the Concepts

ÁCities have complex environmental issues that often 
intersect with economic and social interests 

ÁFederal and state laws are often unfunded mandates 
and resources are usually an issue

ÁCities have issues in common but need local solutions

ÁMunicipalities use various approaches including 

·Regulatory compliance programs

·Pollution prevention/waste reduction programs

·Environmental Management Systems 

·Strategic plans including Sustainability Programs 

·Ecological Footprint
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Ecological Footprint

Environmental Mgmt Systems

Sustainability Plans

Environmental Policy 

Compliance Program

Environment Compliance Reporting

Fleet Management Plan, Stormwater 

Management Plans, etc.

Science, research,  Federal & 

State  Laws and Regulations

Collaborate with internal & 

external stakeholders

Align City departments, 

CIP, plans, strategies & 

programs

Integrate 

reporting

Comprehensive approach to

environmental issues

Transforming Wichita, 

Visioneering Wichita, 

Economic 

Development, New 

Communities Initiative, 

Parkôs PROS Plan, 

Floodplain 

Management Plan, 

MAPC Comprehensive 

Plan, etc.
No single system 

or tool for 

environmental 

issues.

Defining the Concepts
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Environmental Management Systems

WHAT IS AN ñENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEMò?

The part of the organizationôs overall 

environmental program that includes 

organizational structure, planning

activities, responsibilities, procedures, 

processes, practices and resources for 

developing, implementing, achieving, 

reviewing and maintaining the 

environmental policy.
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Environmental Management Systems

International Standard 
- ISO 14001

Compatible with 
Transforming 
Wichita concepts


