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Up -coming City, citizens team up for
event:
Community successful National Night Out
Unity Day N | o
The challenge in itself was daunting: Improve on the City of Wich-
September i t a0 s-place matiohal ranking by the National Association of Town
13th. 2008 Watch for its National Night Out program.
! Competing against much larger cities such as Boston, Houston and
Atwater Los Angeles, Wichita has very often been in the Top 25 and twice in tenth
Neighborhood place, most recently in 2007. But, Chief Norman Williams felt the city
City Hall could do better and challenged the three officers in the Crime Prevention
Unit to try to place in the top five of cities with 300,000 or more popula-
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tion, the highest category of rankings. To do this, they would have to en-
hance an already solid program by engaging more citizens and businesses
to come together to show their willingness to fight back against crime.

The effort was tremendous but the results were even more than
expected.

National Night Out was
expanded exponentially, from a
one-day event on the first
Tuesday of August to a multi -
day, multi -event extravaganza
that spanned several months
and included numerous differ-
ent groups. All told, more than
24,000 citizens participated in
the 12 official pre -National
Night Out events and on NNO
Tuesday, there were a record 219
registered neighborhood block

Off. Jason
Dautrich, Off. Joe Seitz, Lt. Darras
Delamaide, Off. Michelle Tennyson,

with Stacie Unruh, representative for

Target stores, a NNO sponsor

Crime Prevention Unit

parties.

The pre -National Night Out events included a poster contest for
young people in April and May, safet
bingo game and a Texas Hold éemtfoue
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fficer the focus of

Red Cross blood drive

It happened in an instant. A Wichita police officer responding to a suspi-
cious character call is shot and wounded, nearly losing his life. Had it not
been for fellow officers, Wichita Fire Department Emergency Medical
Technicians, Sedgwick County paramedics, the medical team at Via
Christi Regional Medical Center St. Francis Campus, and nine pints of
blood provided by the American Red Cross, Officer Derek Purcell very
easily could have bled to death.

As it turned out, Purcell is making a speedy recovery, Officers Derek Purcell and Amie Fiegel |
and as a way of calling thle ilo

the need for blood donations, worked with the
American Red Cross in Wichita to create a special
blood drive during the month of August to replenish
the blood used to save his life. As a result of a col-
laborative effort between Officer Purcell and the Red
Cross, the organizationés | ocal bl ood donation |c
reports it collected more than enough blood - 150
pints 1 to replace what he required.

AThis is an excellent example of the community lc
ing together to support both a wounded officer and
| ocal |l aw enforcement by honoring him in a way t

donor recruitment representative with the Red Cross.

Congratulations to the American Red Cross for a successful blood drive that brings honor to Officer Derek
Purcell and the Wichita Police Department.

Officers risk lives to save fire victim

For the second time in as many months Patrol South officers risked their lives to save a person in a b
home.

It all began on August fZvhen Sergeants Carl Hill and David Armstrong were flagged down by a citize
who was reporting a house fire in the 1100 block of W! Street South. Shortly after they arrived on the scene,
Officers Jose Navarro and Shannon Dunkel asked if anyone was still in the house. Upon learning from Hill a
strong a woman was still inside the burning home, Dunkel decided to attempt to rescue her. Sgt. Armstrong
him to pull the couch where the woman was sitting to the door, at which point Officer Navarro helped bring th
woman outside. When paramedics arrived she was taken to a local hospital but later succumbed to injuries ¢
received in the fire.

This is the latest example of WPD officers going above and beyond the call of duty to help citizens in
tress. Congratulations to all involved.
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