Housing Advisory Board Meeting
February 21, 2007

2:00 p.m., Wednesday
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Vice Chairperson Dan Jones called the meeting to order at 2:12 p.m., with five members present.  A quorum was not represented.  Another member joined later, making a quorum, at which time the   Minutes of December 20, 2006 were approved.  The Housing Advisory Board did not meet in January 2007. 

NEW BUSINESS

3.
Agenda Item:  Low-Income Housing Tax Credits/Biscayne Apartments – Mark Stanberry 

Staff recommended adoption of the application for resolution of support from Mark Cox, a local builder/developer for the Low-Income Housing Tax Credits in connection with acquisition and renovation of the Biscayne Apartments complex.  The Biscayne Apartments complex is located at 1422 E. Wassall, and consists of 60 apartment units, including 30 studio apartments and 30 one-bedroom units.  The project was constructed in 1972.  The request is with a waiver of the 20% set aside requirement for market-rate tenants, due to mitigating financial circumstances, which is consistent with the City’s Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Policy.  The project will be presented to District III Advisory Board on March 7.  After discussion, Schmitt/Smith made a motion to approve staff recommendation.  The Board unanimously (6-0) approved staff recommendation.

4.         Agenda Item:  Low-Income Housing Tax Credits/Inwood Crossings – Mark Stanberry

Staff recommended adoption of the application for resolution of support from LDG Development for the Low-Income Housing Tax Credits in connection with the development of the Inwood Crossings Apartments.  The Inwood Crossings Apartments will be located on a currently vacant tract of land near Inwood and 35th Street North.  Based on the developer’s information, the apartment complex will provide 260 apartments, including 40 one-bedroom units, 90 two-bedroom units, 100 three-bedroom units, and 30 four-bedroom units.  The request includes the City’s Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Policy required set-aside of 20% of the units for market-rate tenants.  The District I Advisory Board approved the project unanimously on February 5, 2007.  After discussion, Schmitt/Snyder made a motion to approve staff recommendation.  The Board unanimously (6-0) approved staff recommendation.

5.          Presentation:  Prisoner Reentry Program – Mary K. Vaughn, Staff 

Per the request of the Board wanting additional information about the prisoner reentry initiative, Mary K. Vaughn and Anne Duncan facilitated a powerpoint presentation on the Prisoner Reentry Program.  Sally Frey, Director of the Sedgwick Country Reentry Program, was also in attendance to give a broader scope of the Prisoner Reentry Program beyond the housing component.  Approximately 1,500 – 1,800 persons will be released to Sedgwick County.  Nationally, approximately 50% of persons released from prison return to prison.  The Kansas Department of Corrections (KDOC) wants to focus on decreasing the percentage by focusing their efforts on reentry and risk reduction.  There are a maximum of 150 offenders in the voluntary program in facilities across the state that will be returning to Sedgwick County.  The Sedgwick County Reentry Program team works with the offenders on an individual basis addressing their specific needs, i.e., mental health, substance abuse, employment/education, cognition/behavior, and housing.  This work begins 12 to 18 months prior to their release.  The Sedgwick Country Reentry Program funds two City of Wichita positions:  a Housing Specialist and a Police Liaison.  The housing component is managed in the Housing & Community Services Department where the focus is to create opportunities for returning offenders to obtain affordable housing and provide follow-up on placements. 

Mary K. Vaughn added that in addition to the basic elements of the reentry program, another planning effort is underway to focus on comprehensive human capital revitalization in impacted neighborhoods, providing strategic delivery of services in those neighborhoods, and improving the quality of life for neighborhood residents.

Chairperson Tony Rangel commended staff for their efforts and reiterated the Board’s interest and advocacy for the Prisoner Reentry Program.  Board Member Rob Snyder, who is a Landlord, spoke very positively about the program from a landlord’s perspective, and expressed a strong interest in being the spokesperson to help promote the benefits of the program and assist Anne Duncan deliver the message to landlords.  

OLD BUSINESS

6.
Discussion:  Board Direction – Tony Rangel

Chairperson Tony Rangel stated this would be discussed in a future meeting.

Meeting adjourned 4:00 p.m.
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