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The moYour Public Housing and
Section 8 programs rank in the top
tier of HUD Housing Authorities.
Both have been designated as
“high performers” which means that

want to be sure we are providing
you with the services you need and
want. That is one of the reasons
we distribute surveys to our Public
Housing residents and Section 8
clients, and why, as you will note

frustrated when we cannot make
exceptions in specific situations, but
it is important that we treat every-
one’s situation according to the
rules HUD establishes.

we are meeting and exceeding
HUD’s expectations for providing

Being designated as a High Per-

former also places us in a position
to apply for more funds to provide

below, we want you to send those
in so that we can either congratu-

safe, sanitary housing for Wichita
residents. We are proud of this
designation because it means our
staff are delivering quality services
in accordance with our guidelines.
Sometimes we know that you are

late our staff who are doing a good
job, or make corrections if you iden-
tify a problem in our system. And in
case you were wondering, | read
each of your responses. | look for-
ward to reading even more!

even more services to you. So our
staff will continue to do everything
they can to maintain this status.

Of course, just as we want to be
careful to follow HUD rules, we also

Rental News You Can Use!

Public Housing residents should be
advised that there may be a change
in the time that courtesy rent state-
ments are received starting with the
August statements. New electronic
systems are being installed which
could cause a delay in the creation of
rent statements. However, RENT IS
DUE ON THE FIRST OF THE

MONTH, regardless of whether or not
you receive your rent statement prior  «
to that time. As a renter, it is your
responsibility to insure that your rent
is paid on time. In most rental situa-
tions, rent statements are not issued

at all—the tenant just knows that their
rent is due on a certain date. .

Other ways you can be a good
renter—and this goes for Public
Housing and Section 8 clients.
These tips are taken from the Kan-
sas Tenants Handbook.

+ Notify your landlord if you plan to
be away from your house or apart-
ment for more than a few days.
Also keep in mind that you are
responsible not only for your own
actions, but also those of your
family, your friends, your friends’
friends—any person or animal in
your home with your expressed or
implied consent. Any damage or
trouble caused by these other par-
ties can be held against you.

Keep the parts of the building you
rent (especially appliances) as
clean as the building’s condition
allows.

Try to get along with the other
tenants (or neighbors).

Check with your landlord before
you attach anything to the apart-
ment (or house), such as shelves
or carpet.

Check before having a roommate
move in since this is a change in
So, please be a good renter, and pay your original agreement. Check
your rent on the first of the month, also about pets if you want to get
whether you get a statement or not. one.

Behind the Scenes ...

We need to hear from you about
our ‘behind the scenes’ he-
roes

and others! Each month we
distribute customer surveys
to persons who have re-
ceived services through our
department. The survey
asks questions about how
well we have done in deliv-

Rent tenancy is a two-way street, and
you as a tenant should do all you can
to meet your responsibilities.

ering quality services and in-

formation to you.

So, when you receive a sur- We don’t have new staff to wel-

vey, please fill it out and return come in this newsletter but we will

it in the postage-paid envelope soon! T_wo employees have left or
providedp. LetgusF:mow whatp are leaving (Rhonda Harper and

) . Ylonda Dennis) and we hope to fill
we did well, and if there are s) W P !

. . - their positions in the coming
p 13Ny Waysin which we can im-

weeks. So watch this column for
prove. We look forward to news of our new employees!
hearing from you!

Wedr e
our people!
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Section 8 News

EXTENSION REQUESTS
FOR
FAILED INSPECTION ITEMS

For fairness and consistency the
Section 8 Division applies the
following policies and procedures
for receiving and processing re-
quests for extending Housing
Quality Standards compliance
deadlines. The following pro-
vides details on conditions un-
der which extensions will be
granted to Section 8 clients and/
or landlords.

1. Extensions will not be
granted without just cause.

2. Verbal extensions will not be
granted. All extensions must
be submitted in writing,
emailed or faxed to the Sec-
tion 8 office prior to the date
repairs are to be completed.
Extension requests must be
received 7 days prior to any
scheduled inspection.

3. Extensions will not be
granted at initial inspections.

4. Extensions will not be
granted for life threatening
violations requiring correc-
tions within 24 hours.

Extension Request forms may be
picked up at the Section 8 office
or at the Department website at:
http://www.wichita.gov/
cityoffices/housing/section8.

VOUCHERS FOR VETERANS

The Housing Authority has re-
ceived a special allocation of
vouchers for homeless veterans.
Referrals for these vouchers
must come through the Veterans
Medical Center. Referrals will be
screened by Section 8 staff and
provided vouchers if they are de-
termined eligible. This new pro-
gram will assist many of the
homeless population who have
served our country in one of the
armed forces. We are proud to
be a part of this program.

NOTES FROM MAY
FSS WORKSHOP

The “Making Your Mark” work-
shop was presented by Frances
Ervin and Salyi Vu with the TRIO
Educational Opportunities Cen-
ters Program. The 42 families in
attendance received valuable
information on the “Pyramid of
Success for Children”, the adult
“Career Tree”, “Cash for College’
and “How to Build A Support
Network”. The participants felt
that these topics were very rele-
vant to their goals of self-
sufficiency and many completed
applications after the session,
while others took applications
home for family or friends. This
experience is one more reason
all Section 8 clients should con-
sider participating in the Family
Self-Sufficiency program.

MEETING REMINDERS:

Landlords:

The next landlord briefing will be
held on September 10, 2008, at
2:00 pm, at the Housing and
Community Services Department
office, 332 N. Riverview. Make
plans now to attend. Feedback
from our previous sessions has
been very positive, and we look
forward to upcoming opportuni-
ties to share news and informa-
tion with our landlord partners!

Section 8 and FSS Clients:

2008 FSS Workshops
6:00 pm
Atwater City Hall
July 10
September 13
October 9
November 6

2008 CreditSmart
Workshops
10:00 am
Atwater City Hall
August 23: Banking Services
October 18: Becoming A Homeow

ner

2008 Homeowners Alumni
Meetings
5:30 pm
Atwater City Hall
For current Section 8 homeowne

July 14
September 15

rs!

Current HAP Payment Schedule

Month

Mail Date

AUGUST, 2008

JULY 29, 2008

SEPTEMBER, 2008

AUGUST 29, 2008
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Back To School

It doesn't seem possible, but school
will start before the next Around the
House newsletter, so parents should
make note of the following dates and
information.

Enroliment for the 2008-2009 school
year is July 28 - August 1. The first
day of school for all students is Au-
gust 14.

Some schools require you to pre-
sent proof of residency when en-
rolling. Please call the school you
will be enrolling your child or children
in and check with them about their
specific requirements before going to
the school to enroll.

Before students may enter a Kansas
school, an immunization certificate
(officially referred to as a Kansas
Certificate of Immunization or KCI),

signed by a physician or health de-
partment representative, must be pro-
vided listing the month, day and year
that vaccines were given. Some legal
alternatives are available. Students
who have recently moved into this
school district and who are awaiting
the transfer of immunization records
have 14 days to obtain records. Im-
munization information and KCI forms
are available at schools, at most
health care providers and at the Wich-
ita-Sedgwick County Department of
Community Health, 1900 E. 9th,
Wichita, KS 67214, or call 660-7300.

The Sedgwick County Health Depart-
ment provides immunizations, with
fees based on a sliding scale, at the
following location:
West Central Clinic
2716 W. Central
660-7300
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.
8a.m.to 6 p.m.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

The Salvation Army is providing
FREE school supplies!
August 4—August 13, 2008

Parents should go to the location
below, based on their home zip code:

1739 S. Elpyco, 685-8699
350 N. Market, 263-2769
2151 W. Dora, 943-9893

Hours are generally 10 am—noon
and 1pm — 4 pm, but call for specifics
for each location.

Parents should bring:

+ Proof of Address

«+ Proof of ID for every household
member

+ Proof of income for every house-
hold member

School supplies are basic supplies
and are pre-bagged by grade level.
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