Young Drivers
Fatality Fact Sheet

Traffic Fatalities
Drivers Ages 15-20

2006 2007
Wichita 2 1
*Kansas 61 N/A
*U.S.A. 4,842 N/A

Focus Group Findings
Teen Unsafe Driving Behaviors
*Source: National Highway Trdffic Safety Administration

e Focus groups indicate that teen drivers need to be empowered to impose some rules on their
passengers. They all recognize the risks caused by lots of passengers: tickling them, covering
their eyes, shouting out directions, and egging them on to do stupid things. However, they do
not seem to have the confidence or strategies for keeping their passengers under control.

e Cell phones are not perceived as a serious risk by most teen participants, yet they complain
about other drivers who do stupid things while talking on their cell phones. They do not seem to
connect the many close calls that they have had while driving when using their cell phones. They
need to be reminded what conditions make it too risky to answer or make a call.

e Focus groups suggest that music plays a huge part in a teenager’s life, especially when they are
driving. The prospect of a long or short trip with no music is almost intolerable. Yet teen
participants acknowledge that adjusting the radio or switching CDs causes them to look away
from the road and that crashes can occur in those milliseconds of inattention.

e According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), teenage drivers and
passengers are among those least likely to wear their seat belts.

e While all teens are at a high-risk of experiencing a fatal crash, according to NHTSA, young
males, pickup truck drivers and passengers, as well as people living in rural areas are also
among those least likely to buckle up.




