MINUTES OF ADA ACCESS ADVISORY BOARD

WEDNESDAY July 27, 2005

CITY HALL, 1ST FLOOR BOARDROOM

Dave Calvert, Chairman,  conducted the meeting. 

In attendance from the Wichita Access Advisory Board
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Marty Rothwell
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Ryan Miller
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Lori Lawrence

Other City Staff and Guests

Jeanne Goodvin
ADA Coordinator

Angela Krummel 
CMO Intern

Jay Hinkel 
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Kent Johnson

DMCG

Presentation I

Mr. Kent Johnson, the City’s ADA consultant from the Disability Management Consulting Group (DMCG) of Columbia, MO was the first presenter.  Mr. Johnson gave a brief update on the status of the consulting groups progress on the City’s transition plan process and procedure.     The development of a “Transition Plan” includes review of the policies and practices of all programs, activities, or services provided by or operated by the City for the purpose of ensuring access to individuals with disabilities.  He spoke of the companion piece to the transition plan and that was the self-evaluation.  Mr. Johnson outlined the 11 major requirements of this self-evaluation, all of which are included in the CD he distributed to the Access Board.  The CD contains “first draft Survey Reports” of each city-owned property, and their current status as it relates to compliance with the ADAAG (Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines).  The City will need to establish a timeline matrix for procedures: 3 years for high priority projects such as safety issues and the “detectable warning system”, 5 years for medium priorities, and 10 years for low (no examples of these were given).

In Mr. Johnson’s PowerPoint presentation, utilized the Rockwell Library as an example of compliance or noncompliance; regarding accessible parking and book drop accessibility concerns.  Using the identifiable matrix, non-compliance issues would be easily accessed for compliance corrections.

Jeanne Goodvin stated that although city departments have the responsibility for their compliance issues, planning for these corrections could be an on-going budget concern.  Mr. Johnson reiterated the need for a three; five and 10 year plan to make any recommended corrections.  He said there are 200 buildings, 200 reports and ‘lots’ of barriers’.  The CD includes much draft information and would for quite awhile, called it a “Work In Progress”, but that updates would be provided.  

Presentation II

Jim Armour, City Engineer, introduced Stan Breitenbach, Special Projects Coordinator, Larry Schaller, Construction Engineer and Gary Jansen, Design Engineer, commending them for their experience and assistance over the years in working for city compliance.  Mr. Armour handed out a copy of his PowerPoint presentation to all in attendance.

Mr. Armour stated that the standard for wheelchair ramps has been the same for 27 years; that the City has budgeted $400,000 per year for ramp construction, and; that the city has been able to construct 1500 ramps per year at an average cost of $170 per ramp.  He explained what a “detectable warning system” was expected to accomplish, what a “dome” is, and what it is supposed to look like, and how much more money the detectable warning system costs in comparison to the 27 year old City Standard.  Each ramp now costs $300 and construction is limited to only 850 ramps per year due to budget restrictions.  This is a 75% increase in costs, and a 43% decrease in the number of ramps constructed.  

Mr. Armour also provided examples of how the ramps were constructed and what materials were used for the “domes”.  Brick pavers were selected for their ease of installation, low maintenance, aesthetics (appearance), and the local availability.  Jeff Farney, of the Access Advisory Board commented about the bricks being set in sand, and if shifting occurred would this create a maintenance concern.  Mr. Breitenbach stated that a cement mixture was used with the sand to stabilize the brick, thus shifting was not a concern.   Mr. Farney also asked why some ramps, such as those on Douglas Street, are wider than the 36” standard width, and why the pavers didn’t extend to the same width.  Mr. Armour suggested that some ramps are older than others.  Judy Weigel, another member of the Board remarked that one curb may not be aligned with one directly across the street, and used the example of someone she knows who was looking at the ramp across the street and did not notice that the one he was one was not the same, and took a tumble.  Mr. Armour stated that City is trying, but sometimes it may not be possible to align the ramps.  Mr. Armour also stated that he has received complaints regarding the domes, and the hindrance to individuals with shopping carts, walkers and wheelchairs. 

Mr. Armour reiterated his frustration with the year-to-year changes coming from ADAAG.  He also commented that the City has presented a Position Paper to the Department of Justice (DOJ) requesting clarification and interpretation, and that the U.S. Access Boards recommendations be flexible.  

The next meeting of the Access Board was listed at the bottom of the agenda; Wednesday, August 24th, 10:00 – 11:00 first floor boardroom, City Hall.  Jeanne Goodvin thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 11:06 a.m.

(Minutes submitted by Deborah Tadlock)

PAGE  
1

