District II Advisory Board Minutes

September 13, 2004

www.wichitagov.org

The District II Advisory Board meeting was held at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 1st Floor City Hall.  

Members Present
CM Sue Schlapp

Brian Carduff

Daryl Crotts

Sarah Devries 

Larry Frutiger

Tim Goodpasture

David Mollhagen

Marty Weeks

Members Absent 

Ray Frederick 

Matt Hesse 

Joe Johnson

Phil Ryan

Staff Present

Donna Goltry, MAPD

Donte Martin, City Manager’s Office

 ORDER OF BUSINESS

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:00.  

Approval of Minutes and Agenda

The agenda for the September 13, 20043 DAB II meeting was approved as submitted (Mollhagen/Frutiger).

The minutes for August 4, 2004 were approved as submitted (Carduff/Devries).

Public Agenda

1.
Scheduled items

Kevin Stulz, College Hill Neighborhood Association, addressed DAB II concerning drainage in College Hill Park and the potential for West Nile Virus to be spread by mosquitoes breeding in the standing water located in the park.  CM Schlapp suggested Stulz work with City of Wichita staff to address these issues.

2.       Off-agenda items

No items submitted

STAFF PRESENTATIONS

3.     Community Police Report

No report was given.

Action Taken:  No action taken.

NEW BUSINESS

4.
Downtown Arena

Ed Wolverton, Downtown Arena Committee, presented information concerning the development of a downtown arena.  Because local governments cannot advocate for elections, members of the business community are creating and financing a plan to promote the Downtown Arena. This awareness campaign will be held throughout September, October and November.

The Downtown Arena will be a world-class entertainment venue located in downtown Wichita. The Arena will be located near Old Town (site to be determined), to provide a comprehensive entertainment package for residents and visitors to our community. The Downtown Arena will be home to the Wichita Stealth Arena Football, Wichita Thunder Hockey, concerts, family shows and other entertainment. 

The Downtown Arena will be a multi-purpose center owned and operated by Sedgwick County, allowing for 15,000 seats (basketball) and 24 suites. There are approximately 8,000 parking spaces in the area. Design work will begin when the project is approved.

The Downtown Arena would cost about $184,500,000. The project includes land acquisition, site clearing, design and development costs, construction costs, parking, infrastructure, and contingency and soft costs. The project also includes renovations to the Kansas Coliseum Pavilions (not including the Britt Brown Arena). In addition, the plan includes parking facilities for about 3,500 vehicles and an operating and maintenance reserve fund to cover any future operating deficits or renovation needs.

It is assumed that some funding toward the project (to reduce the total cost) will come from naming rights and other agreements from corporate sponsors. The balance of the project cost will be covered through a voter-approved, county-wide sales tax. This is a simple, easy financing plan with a pre-determined ending date (sunset) for the tax. 

A vote will be held this November to ask voters if they approve a county-wide sales tax to be used only for the purpose of the Downtown Arena. The specific ballot question will be developed with input from the business community and public through August — for example, 1 cent for 3 years, or less amount for longer period of time.

Sedgwick County will then proceed with plans to renovate the entire Kansas Coliseum complex (including the Britt Brown Arena). Our goal is to assure that we have a world-class entertainment venue in our community.

Action Taken: Received and filed.
PLANNING AGENDA

5.     CUP 2004-29/CUP 2004-30; and ZON 2004-34/ZON 2004-35 DP-277 Bruce Brown Property Community Unit Plan

Donna Goltry, MAPD, explained the applicant is requesting to create DP-277 Bruce Brown Property Community Unit Plan, a 70-acre development with 12 parcels located east of Greenwich Road approximately one-fourth mile south of 21st Street North.  The property is located in the City of Wichita and partly in the unincorporated area of Sedgwick County.  

Ms. Goltry stated that MAPD staff recommends approval subject to conditions contained in the staff report. 

The applicant did not appear at the DAB meeting and no citizens in attendance requested to be heard.   

Brian Carduff (Goodpasture) moved to approve the request as submitted.  The motion passed (6-0).  

Action Taken: DAB II voted 6-0 to recommend approval of the proposed CUP and zone change.
BOARD AGENDA

4.
Updates, Issues, and Reports

No items were discussed.

The next regularly scheduled DAB II meeting will be October 4, 2004 at the Rockwell Branch Library.  The meeting will begin at 7:00 pm.  

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Guests

Kevin Stulz

Ed Wolverton

