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The District III Advisory Board meeting was held at 7 p.m. at the Wichita Water Center at 101 E Pawnee, with a pre-meeting at 6:30 p.m. Nine District Advisory Board members were in attendance; seven City staffers and 15 members of the public were present.

Members Present
Teresa Cook

Judy Dillard 

Charlotte Foster

Jim Gulick

Joann Hartig

John Kemp

DeWayne Kitchen

Jesse Sheffield

Council member Jim Skelton

Bill Ward 

Members Absent

Matt Foley

Staff Present

Officer Dave Hinners, Patrol East

Lt. Clark Wiemeyer, Patrol East

Janet Johnson, City Manager’s Office

Scott Knebel, Planning

John Schlegel, Planning Department

Chris Carrier, Public Works

Don Henry, Environmental Services

Guests
Listed on the last page

ORDER OF BUSINESS
At 7 p.m. Council member Jim Skelton called the meeting to order.  

The meeting minutes from December 6, 2006, were approved as submitted. 8:0  

PUBLIC AGENDA

Scheduled items

1. Michael McKenzie, 938 Coolidge, presented information on the Pure and Simple program that promotes sexual abstinence to youth.  He said they are a federally grant-funded program and also made literature available.
2. Fred Pinaire, 138 N. Buckner, presented information on the Living Word Outreach Church that sponsors the Bread of Life food bank.  They are currently located on South Hillside and want to move their organization to the 1400 block of Galena St.  He said they have purchased 11.5 acres in a residential neighborhood and because the food bank is classified as a warehouse, they will need to go through the process of getting a zoning change.

Bill Ward asked which school is located nearby.  Pinaire said Wells Griffin, and that the school generates more traffic than the Bread of Life program would.  He said it is only open once a week for four hours.

John Kemp said he hopes they have a better situation for parking than they currently do at their Hillside location.  Pinaire said they have adequate space at the new location and there should never be any on street parking.  

Non-Scheduled items

No items.

STAFF REPORTS

Community Police Report

Officer Dave Hinners, Patrol East Beat 35, reported that mail thefts have become an issue especially because of tax season.  He said tax documents have lots of personal information and he also reminded citizens to take their outgoing mail to a drop box or the post office instead of leaving it in their home boxes for pickup.  He also reported that next weekend there is an abortion protest planned at Tillers Clinic, but the police have a response plan in place.  Officer Hinners also provided gang statistics for 2006.   He said 746 gang members were arrested and 167 guns were seized.  There were three gang-related homicides, up one from 2005.  

Lt. Clark Wiemeyer, Patrol East, said citizens are important in helping the police address gang crime.  He asked that citizens call 9-1-1, or their CP Officer if they see suspicious activity in their neighborhoods. 
Action:  Receive and file.

NEW BUSINESS

Update on status of WAMPO projects

Chris Carrier, Director of Public Works, reported that in the past year there has been a shift in our CIP projects between when they were planned and when they will actually be built.  He explained that when staff comes to the DAB meetings to report on projects, they give a projected start date that is subject to change. 

He said there are four things that are currently impacting road projects.  1)  There has been a big reduction in federal funding due to natural disasters and the war. 2) There have been changes at KDOT (Kansas Department of Transportation).  He explained that KDOT required that Wichita spend down their federal funding, which meant that they had $30 million in projects that they had to obligate by Sept. 30, 2006.  Carrier said they were successful at doing that, which is why there so many street projects currently underway.  He said Wichita is now down to $11 million, and of that some of it goes to Transit and to other areas, which leaves around $7 or $8 million for street maintenance. 3)  Carrier explained that before the City can spend any federal money they have to have a plan that is approved by the Federal Highway Administration and the State of Kansas, and this plan is formulated by WAMPO.  He said in the past, Wichita pretty much controlled how the money was spent, but with the metropolitan area getting larger, smaller cities like Maize and Derby are included and entitled to the federal dollars.  He said Wichita is now being asked to share with the smaller cities and that in 2008 this will begin to be a bigger problem when the $8 million for Wichita street maintenance will drop to around $5 million.  4)  Right of way acquisition also impacted projects Carrier said.  He explained that once the City gets into condemnation, it is controlled by a Judge.  He cited Hillside as an example that was delayed for three years due to two pieces of right of way that had to be acquired.

Carrier said that some projects haven’t moved at all, some have been set back a year; some have been moved back four or five years.  He said it will be up to the City Council to decide whether to use local funds and get something done quicker, or wait on federal funding.  He said it is a very complicated issue.

Charlotte Foster asked when this change occurred.  John Schlegel, Director of Planning, said that the change occurred in 2005.  He said MAPC used to make these decisions, but that the Federal Transportation Administration and KDOT required the change.  He said that 70 percent of the population in the metropolitan area lives in Wichita and most of the traffic problems are in Wichita, so that is where the bulk of the money will continue to be spent. 

Carrier said a lot of important decisions are made by WAMPO and the Technical Advisory Committee and that they are asking Council to become more involved. 

Jim Skelton pointed out that the Hillside Bridge project had been moved back and he wasn’t told.  Carrier said they need to do a better job of communicating when these things happen.

Judy Dillard asked if WAMPO could completely wipe out a project in Wichita.  Carrier said that technically they could, but he doubts that would ever happen.  He said that the smaller cities are entitled to their projects, but that they have to understand that Wichita is a big city with big city problems.

Schlegel said they are now looking at using a four-year plan instead of a three-year plan.

Mona Bowman, 6115 E. Indianapolis, asked about the Kellogg and Rock project.  Carrier said it has been approved.

Jim Skelton said that the Council members are considering sitting on the WAMPO themselves, rather than having a representative.

Recommended Action:  Receive and file.

LED Signage 

John Schlegel, Director of Planning, presented information on LED Signage.  He said there are currently around 100 LED signs in the metro area.  He said that of those, only a handful has generated complaints, usually due to the inability to dim the signs at night.  Schlegel said the City currently does not have any regulations in the code that deal with signs that are too bright.  He also said that there is nothing in the research to indicate that LED signs contribute to traffic accidents.  

Based on staff research and reviews with the industry, several alternate approaches were developed by staff (with input from industry representatives).  Other issues/considerations were also discussed, including: (1) traffic safety issues; (2) whether or not existing LED signs affected by any new regulation should be “grandfathered” (allowed to remain as legal non-conforming signs); (3) whether or not special consideration/regulation should be developed for LED signs in or within environs of historic districts and/or buildings; and (4) whether or not there should be minimum setback requirements for LED signs from property lines. 

Charlotte Foster said she doesn’t like LED signs, and specifically cited the one at Stevens Car Wash on Rock Road.  Schlegel said that is one of the signs where dimming controls were not built into it.

Dewayne Kitchen said he thinks the sign companies should regulate themselves.  He also said he didn’t think that any of the existing signs should be grandfathered in and cited the one at Harry and Oliver.  He said if the sign sits close to the street, it should be required to be dimmed at night.  

Jim Gulick said the one at Hillside and Harry is the same height as the traffic light and he doesn’t think dimming it will help.  He said the line of sight on LED signs needs to be elevated above stop lights.

Judy Dillard said a new one just went up at Big Bob’s at K-15 and Pawnee, and she doesn’t think that voluntary regulation will work.  She cited the problems with signs and bill boards on South Seneca street several years ago.

Randy Kubik, 1414 S. Pershing, is a LED wholesale distributor and he said they are not a safety issue – that extensive research has been done on the signs and there is nothing that points to them being a safety hazard. 

Elena Ingle, 3608 Meadow Lane, sits on the Historic Preservation Board and she said they have guidelines for LED signs in Historic environs that include brightness, movement and size.  She said they don’t want to see any more signs like the one on the Orpheum Theater and the Warren Theater.  

Schlegel said they are taking the issue to all the DABS and they will then take it back to City Council.

Action:  Provide comment.

Downtown Arena Neighborhood Plan
John Schlegel, Director of Planning, presented a PowerPoint that outlines the plan for the arena.  Schlegel reviewed the vision for the plan, the various neighboring districts, parking and mobility, and the redevelopment plan. He said the vision for the area is to create a vibrant, urban neighborhood.  He said that the plan encourages private investment and they believe that it’s going to happen because they’ve already seen similar results in Old Town.  He also said that the County would do a downtown master parking plan.

Action:  Provide comment. 

Environmental Services Update

Don Henry, Environmental Services, presented the 2006 year-end report on Environmental Services programs.  

Jim Gulick asked how many child care centers/homes are there in Wichita that are unlicensed.  Henry said they don’t know for sure.  They are looking at implementing a program in 2007 that has more City requirements for day care centers. Henry said that currently registered Day Care facilities are not required to be inspected.  They are only inspected if a complaint is filed. 

Dewayne Kitchen commented on the high turnover in Environmental Maintenance and asked if they would be getting any additional inspectors.  Henry said they plan on asking for more in this year’s budget process.  

Kitchen also commented on the reactive approach as opposed to the proactive approach.  He said in Planeview an inspector could probably find something wrong at every property.  He said he doesn’t understand how an inspector can work on a minor property that they received a complaint on and walk by several places that are trash dumps and falling in, just because no one called in on that one.  

Henry said they have a responsibility to respond to every complaint that is called in.

Kitchen also wanted to know why inspectors send out the certified letters when they could just talk to the property owners.  Henry said they have to send the letter in case they are forced to initiate a legal case. 

Judy Dillard asked if Animal Control is computerized yet.  Henry said not yet, but they will be working on getting that technology this year. 

Kitchen said he understood that there were inter-department code meeting occurring and he wanted to know if there is anything in the works for cross-training with OCI and Environmental Services.  Henry said he didn’t know, and it presents a real challenge for Environmental Services when OCI initiates cases.  Kitchen asked who to call when there is debris in waterways.  Henry said KDHE.  He also said that they are going to develop a stakeholders group regarding waterways.    

Action:  Provide comment.

BOARD AGENDA
Updates, Issues and Reports

Teresa Cook announced there would be a Gang Coalition meeting at 7 p.m. on Feb. 12 at Believer’s Tabernacle.  

Action:  Receive and file.

Adjournment

Gulick (Dillard) made a motion to adjourn.  Motion passed 9:0. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting for District Advisory Board III will be held at 7 p.m., February 7, 2007, at the Water Center 101 E. Pawnee.

Respectfully submitted,

        Janet Johnson, 

                                                                                Neighborhood Assistant – District III 

Guests

Bill Barnes


2707 S. Hillside

Goldie Barnes


2707 S. Hillside

Elena Ingle                              3608 Meadow Lane

Paul Davis                               6417 S. Madison Ct.

Tom Strickland                       1302 S. Galena

Betty Strickland                      1302 S. Galena

?                                               1216 53rd St. South

Dana Milby


15333 E. 87th Cr S, Derby

Fred Pinaire


138 N. Buckner, Derby

John Lay


402 S. Lynwood

Annette Schoenthaler

1314 Galena

Mona Bowman

6115 E. Indianapolis

Mary Smith


307 W. 33rd St. S.

Michael McKenzie

938 Coolidge St.

Randy Kubik


1414 S. Pershing
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