

June 21, 2010


BOARD OF PARK COMMISIONERS

REGULAR MEETING
Park and Recreation Conference Room

11th Floor, City Hall

Monday, June 21, 2010
3:00 p.m.

Present: 
 Bryan Frye, Randy Brown, Cindy Claycomb, Matt Goolsby, Tom Roth, John Stevens                   
Absent:
 
 Andy Solter 
Also Present: 
Karen Walker, Assistant Director of Park and Recreation, Tim Martz, Superintendent 


Park and Recreation, Sharon Dickgrafe, Assistant City Attorney, Scott Knebel, MAPD, 


Lee Ann Sack, Clerk, Don Reinert, Westar Energy, Anne Coleman, citizen, Jerry 



Warren, citizen, Hoyt Hillman, citizen
President Frye called the meeting to order at approximately 3:00 p.m.

PUBLIC AGENDA

None.

REGULAR AGENDA

Item 1:  Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Claycomb, second by Stevens, IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY VOTED TO APPROVE the Park Board regular meeting minutes of May 17, 2010.

Item 2: New Issues for Consideration

None.
Item 3A: City Ordinance 9.08
Martz provided a timeline of activities concerning the revisions to Draft Ordinance 9.08 since December 2009.  Revisions initiated by comments received from citizens have been presented to each DAB. Changes have included allowing citizens to trim limbs less than 2” caliper to clear street right of way or sidewalks and after storm damage.  Fines will not be raised at this time, leaving them at $200. An appeal process is being derived and language will be inserted into the ordinance. Sidewalk clearance will be raised to seven feet. Overall comments from all DAB’s have been positive. If a citizen damages a tree to the point of requiring removal, the citizen would be charged for the removal cost. The ordinance is now readable and understandable to citizens.

Claycomb stated her approval of the revisions and asked if all clearance is raised to seven feet.

Martz affirmed.

Stevens asked if officers could be defined for section 3C.

Dickgrafe said the definition is in 3B.

Goolsby asked if the officers come from multiple departments.

Dickgrafe said it is not uncommon for an ordinance to be enforced by multiple departments.  Any definition would be the same as the statement in 3B.

Stevens asked that it clearly state the director or employees of a specific department.

Dickgrafe said additional language would be added for clarification.

Goolsby asked how Public Works gives notice to citizens of warnings or ordinance violations and who is authorized.

Dickgrafe stated there is a written process to issue citations.  Publics Works issues citations for storm water or environmental issues.  C1 positions issue most citations.

Reinert is manager of vegetation management for Westar Energy and a certified arborist.  He expressed several concerns in the ordinance. He stated his support for officer definitions in section 3. He asked that “all functions relating to trees” be defined in section 3. Reinert asked that as a utility company, they be exempt from the permit process.  He would like a yearly permit to cover approximately 30 tree crews working in the city. He would also like it to cover street trees, public trees and residential or non city trees.

Dickgrafe stated that section 5A states, “It shall be unlawful to any person to alter any trees standing or growing, wholly or in part in or on any street, public right of way, or park, without the consent of the Director”.

Martz said the utility company has a franchise agreement with the city and an existing permit process.
Reinert said there is a State Statute for working near overhead lines. He would like these qualifications listed in the ordinance.

Goolsby asked if these are in the State Statute, why they would need to be placed in the ordinance.

Dickgrafe said the State would enforce by State Statute and it would not need to be in the ordinance.

Brown asked if the statute included all power lines.

Reinert stated it covered cable, telephone, power and guide lines. Reinert also stated he would like a replanting guide for citizens under power lines.

Martz said this is referring to private property.  The right to enter private property only refers to trimming in the easement.

Goolsby asked if Reinert was requesting rights to remove trees within the easement.

Reinert stated the request was to remove anywhere on the property that lines were involved.

Frye asked for public comment, there was none.

Stevens requested the ordinance be written in final form, without strikethroughs, and presented to the Board at a future meeting.
Martz stated the strikethroughs were intentionally left in to show what has been removed and added to the ordinance.

Frye asked for the ordinance to be brought back to the Board with the requested definitions and the changes to Section 3. Staff should consider any other suggested changes and return to the Board.
Dickgrafe stated there are existing franchise agreements with Westar Energy. The Board does not have the authority to make changes regarding that agreement.

Claycomb supported the changes to the ordinance and the addition of suggested definitions and the changes to Section 3.  DAB 6 would not like anyone having the authority to remove trees from private property.

Goolsby stated DAB 4 would also object to private property tree removal.

Frye asked that staff consider the proposed changes and re-present a clean version to the Board.

Motion by Frye, second by Roth. IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY VOTED to return Ordinance 9.08 to staff for final revisions and present a final clean version to Park Board at the July meeting. 
Martz stated the final draft would be placed on the webpage for citizen access.

Claycomb said the forestry cards that are left for citizens need to be updated with the ordinance changes.

Item 3B: Riverbanks 

Hoyt Hillman, 3601 East Mt. Vernon, Wichita, gave a PowerPoint presentation to update the Board regarding a proposal for Riverbank Stabilization.  Hillman stated the purpose is to restore and naturalize the Arkansas River watershed while educating citizens, reducing pollution, erosion and improving fish habitat. He is working with the Park Department and Environmental Services for demonstration projects to educate citizens about the project. Riverbanks have been mowed short in the past, but proper plantings to naturalize the riverbank will reduce mowing and also discourage Canadian geese nesting on the river. In 2009, Cornejo staff and equipment cleared approximately one mile of the riverbank of rebar and steel. This was a volunteer effort.  Some plantings have been completed. High visibility locations are being sought to incorporate education into the project.  An area along the river next to Westar Energy across from the Keeper of the Plains could be an outdoor classroom.  The area turned into an outdoor classroom would seat ten to twenty people.  The goal is to communicate successfully with neighborhoods and citizens that this is a beneficial project for the river and citizens. Potential partners include the Park Department, Westar Energy, Kansas State Extension, Sedgwick County Master Gardeners and Law-Kingdon.  Restoration areas will be selected by coordinating with the Park Department. 
Roth asked what reaction Hillman has received from the public.

Hillman indicated there is positive feedback except from the fisherman. North High School will be conducting science projects and riverbank restoration in the area from 13th to 18th street next to the school.
Stevens stated his approval of the project and the positive benefit for the community. 

Frye asked how many volunteers help with the project.

Hillman said the Riverside area is not involved.  South projects bring younger volunteers.  More help would be appreciated. Seed harvesting was conducted and plantings will be planned for the fall. No projects are planned for the summer.
Frye asked for public comment, there was none.
Item 3C: Goody Clancy Downtown Plan
Frye invited Scott Knebel, Planning Department, to share pertinent elements from the Goody Clancy Downtown Plan with the Park Board.  Handouts were provided.
Knebel said the framework of the plan is for urban design and land use, transportation, and economic development.  Downtown area transportation would focus on walking as a primary mode for Old Town, along Douglas and in the Delano district. The areas around the Intrust Arena, Century II and Old Town would target location development of retail and restaurant business. The area along Douglas and Main, English, Lewis, St. Francis and Waterman would focus hotels, housing and offices.  Park improvements are recommended for the downtown area.  Mixed use areas and small parks are needed with park paths and bike lanes. Green streets, with additional tree and green plantings are recommended.  A significant expansion of Q-line routes would reduce wait times.
Knebel said Finlay Ross Park would be turned into a hotel for the concepts better use of space.  Naftzger Park would be the premier downtown park.  The surrounding area would be active space instead of parking.  A neighborhood park would be added at St. Francis from 1st to 2nd street and public access to the river would be at 1st street.

Frye stated an interactive fountain would be located at the Library.  Boat and bike rentals would be combined with the WSU crew storage facility. The draft will be presented throughout the summer.

Knebel said July and August presentations are scheduled before the draft is finalized.

Stevens suggested the library and parks move toward Old Town and the businesses to downtown.  Government agencies should be moved together to promote more business.
Brown said a site should be created for synergy with the museum district and closer to public transportation.  A commercial area should be created.  The existing library should be left for development.

Frye asked for public comment, there was none.

Claycomb asked if there is input at community meetings.

Knebel said the presentations last approximately 20 minutes and attendee input is encouraged.

Goolsby asked who the presentation attendees have been.

Knebel said Developers, citizens, business and land owners have attended.

Item 3D: Park Board Meeting Location

Stevens said he has learned that Boards who meet more than once a month at 
City Hall will be receiving security passes.  The Park Board is an important Board and also needs passes.  

Frye said he has had no further communication with City Manager Layton.  Business will be conducted as usual unless there is another motion.

Brown shared the frustration of security screening, but saw no viable option.  He proposed sending a written appeal to Layton, but would not support moving the meetings out of City Hall.

Goolsby said there are benefits to meeting at City Hall as well as off site at facility locations.  It would inconvenience staff to relocate off site.  Someone is inconvenienced either way.  The Board could start meeting twice a month to get passes.

Frye stated City Hall gives quick access to staff and technical support.

Goolsby said offsite meeting support should be explored.  

Motion by Goolsby, second by Stevens, to relocate Board of Park Commissioner meetings to off site locations for three months, locations to be determined. Meeting location would be revisited after three months.  Discussion.

Roth encouraged a final policy decision by the City Manager.

Brown stated his opinion that the Board had received the run around from the Chief of Police at the May meeting.

Stevens said the Chief of Police has no problem with issuing security badges behind the scenes, but he did not say that at the meeting.  
Claycomb said she got the opinion the Chief of Police did not want the Board to have passes.  Claycomb suggested the Board is being strung along.

Stevens said off site locations offer learning experiences about other facilities.

Dickgrafe said the Board would need to determine the July location today for public notice.

Walker suggested Watson Park for the September location because of the annual Play Day.  Suggestions would be July – Auburn Hills Club House, August – Great Plains Nature Center, September – Watson Park.

Claycomb asked what would happen after three months.

Frye did not know if this action would have any effect on Layton’s decision.

Motion by Goolsby, second by Stevens, to relocate Board of Park Commissioner meetings to off site locations for three months, locations to be determined. Meeting location would be revisited after three months. Motion failed 3-3.

Frye asked permission from the Board to draft a communication from the Park Board for resolution and an official response from Layton so the Board could decide the issue.  The Board supported the action.  Stevens will work with Frye on the project.
Item 4: Updates from the Director and President
Frye stated the annual Play Day would be September 18 at Watson Park.
Walker stated a GBA asset management system is being developed.  It will help staff track assets and their quality.  It will assist with feedback for priorities in the annual budget.

Walker said Layton is finalizing the budget with department directors.  As soon as the department has information, it will be reviewed with Claycomb as part of the Park Board Goals.  A presentation will also be made to the Board.

Walker said Site Councils are being established at Recreation Centers as part of the PROS.  Walking paths and digital signs are the primary requests from Recreation Site Councils.  It is possible the 2010-2011 Budget will address some of the requests from these Site Councils.  

Walker stated a PROS sign is being designed for placement at projects initiated by the PROS.

Chapin Park Phase II bid for the Road into the park from Hydraulic, parking lot and sewer line work and restrooms off Hydraulic were delayed two weeks by purchasing system problems.

Kingsbury supplemental agreement with grading plans will be going to City Council soon.

The Watson Park Pony/Train Depot has been finished.  The mini golf shack is completed and volunteers stained the building.
The West Douglas restroom walls are going up.

Frye stated USD 259 was presented various options from the request at West Douglas Park, but they said no.  It is also noted that the initial request was for 5,000 acres, but they are requesting 50,000 acres in West Douglas Park.

Goolsby stated that even at $1.50 per square foot that would equal $75,000.

Claycomb noted USD 259 made a big deal about citizens being able to use a facility that the citizens paid for.

Goolsby also noted they were going to offer seven trees in trade.

Jerry Warren, 1956 High, said USD 259 is playing politics.  There should be a way the relationship is better.

Walker said Meridian Park is being designed as another Dog Park.  The design is for three designated dog areas so one area at a time can be shut down for re-establishment.  Tree screening for residents will be provided.  There is a possibility of a walking path around the park.

Frye asked for a time frame on the project.

Walker stated late summer or early fall.

Frye said that Meridian Park has sandburs that will need to be eradicated.

Brown asked if a map could be placed in the conference room for park location.

Walker stated a midyear report of department highlights for the Board will be completed by the end of July.

Stevens asked where City Hall parking will be after the memorial is completed and changes have been made to the parking garage.

Frye said parking will be south of the parking garage.

Roth conveyed appreciation from a citizen for the forestry division.  The citizen found the phone number on the website and a crew responded in half an hour for an urgent problem.

Item 5: Issues of the Horizon
Frye requested an update on outsource mowing for the July meeting.
Item 6:  Adjourn

There being no further business, Frye adjourned the meeting at approximately 5:30 p.m.

___________________________________________



Bryan Frye, President
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             Lee Ann Sack, Clerk


