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Cowskin Groundbreaking -

We coul dnot have asked for )

On Monday, February 4th, the warmest day of the season thus far, Federal, State, Courjty,| REPresentatives are
local officials as well as City of Wichita staff and interested citizens gathered together to cele] cM Jeff Longwell
and kick off the Cowskin Creek Flood Protection project in west Wichita. The project, with a DAB Members:

estimated cost of 4.7 million dollars, is jointly funded by federal and state raised dollars. WHh Mike Bell
completed, it is expected to greatly relieve flooding in west Wichita. The project, operated by Dana Brown
U.S.CORP of Engineers, Tulsa District, is expected to complete in February of 2009,
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City of Wichita Capital Improvement Program, Fiscal Years 2007-2016 District V Project UPDATE!

Improvements to the intersection at Central and Tyler: The project was approved by the
City Council on Tuesday, February 12, 2008. The project will reconstruct the intersection to

provide dual left turn lanes at all four approaches and improved drainage. New traffic signals

will be installed. Construction is planned to begin this spring and be completed this fall.
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@ Central Street Improvements: 119th St. W to 135 St. W Public Works Design Engineers have
had to address some concerns with environmental impacts, drainage, and required right -of-

¢ way, which has brought about a few changes since the 2005 design. The proposed project

4 improvements changes will be heard by Councilmember Longwell and the District Advisory

4 Board on Monday, March 3rd. Public input is also welcome. The DAB meeting is at 6:30

: p.m. at the Auburn Hills Golf course clubhouse.
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ITS : the future of traffic information in Wichita

ITS is coming to Wichita! Intelligent Transpor-
tation System (ITS) is the use of electronics,
computers, sensors, communications, and
management strategies to Improve roadway
safety and transportation system efficiency.

ITS units are large black message boards that straddle or sit alongside the freeways and are activated
with real time traveler information when necessary. Traffic information feeds into a traffic operations
center. Operators monitor traffic on most congested roadways, highways and interstates. They re-
spond to free way incidents by notifying proper authorities to clear the roadway and keep traffic flow-
ing as freely as possible. If you have ever traveled on Interstate 70 to and from Colorado or 1-35 or
I-435 in Kansas City, you have seen these digital traffic in formation signs detailing weather conditions
and traffic flow.

Beginning this summer, an increased ITS presence will be seen in Wichita. Wichita will start a pilot
program using temporary closed-circuit cameras, portable variable
message boards, and a traffic management center (located at the
Sedgwick County Public Safety Center). Three interchange locations
will be used in the pilot: 1-135/1-235/K-96/K-254, 1-135/US-54, and
[-235/US-54.

In 2009, installation of permanent facilities will begin. Phase 1 of
Wi chitaéds [-IBSfrom Ketlolggta8s'sStréet N., Us-54/400
from 1-235 to Woodlawn, and the 1-235/K-96/Meridian interchange.




