
 

 
WORKING ON THE WELL 

The homeowner may reconstruct his/her own well. A 
plumber may do work on the pump ONLY. A City 
registered State licensed water well contractor may do 
any work associated with the well or pump. 

 
The Environmental Health Division must re- inspect 
any water well corrections whether done by the 
homeowner or well contractor. 

 
PLUGGING WELLS 

Although anyone can plug a well, it is recommended 
that a City registered State licensed water well 
contractor do the work. A standard WWC-5P 
(plugging report) MUST be completed at the time of 
well plugging and a copy sent to the Environmental 
Health Division for review. 

 
ON-SITE SEWAGE SYSTEMS 

A property owner must connect to a public sanitary 
sewer system if it is available within 150 feet of the 
property. A property owner is required to obtain a 
sewage facility permit from the Environmental 
Health Division for any replacements or 
modifications to an on-site waste disposal system, as 
well as for any new systems. Permits for on-site 
sewage systems are nonrefundable. 

 
A. Septic Systems 

 
A copy of a receipt showing that the septic tank has 
been pumped within the last two years prior to the 
inspections must be furnished. The City Sewer 
Manifest document will NOT be accepted as a receipt 
copy. The Health Officer will inspect: 
1) The tank and lateral field area for signs of 

surfacing sewage. 
2) That all sewer lines appear to drain properly. 
3)    For presence of drain lines or hoses which are not        

connected to an approved on-site sewage system. 
Washing machine drainage shall be connected to the 
septic system and not dumped onto the ground or 
into a ditch. 

4) Where possible to detect, that the tank and 
laterals are a minimum of 50 feet from any 
water well. 

 
B. Waste Stabilization Pond (Lagoon) 

 
The Health Officer will inspect to ensure that: 

 
1) The sewer lines appear to drain properly. 
2) The dikes are in good condition and the pond is not 

overflowing. 
3) The lagoon is free from weeds and trees and that 

the lagoon is 50 feet from all buildings or trees 
greater than 10 feet tall. The lagoon shall be a 
minimum of 100 feet from any water well. 

4) The lagoon has a four-foot fence of welded or 
woven wire five feet from the outside base of 
the dikes of the lagoon. Openings of the fence 
can be no greater than 4 inches by 6 inches with 
a minimum 3-foot wide lockable gate. 

 
REPORT ISSUANCE 

Passing reports will be issued to the owner and 
requesting parties. Wells and sewage systems within the 
corporate city limits of Wichita must meet 
Environmental Health Division standards.  
 

FEE RESPONSIBILITY 
The property owner (within the city limits of Wichita) 
is responsible for inspections and fees for water wells 
prior to the change of ownership. The person requesting 
the title transfer inspection (if outside the city limits of 
Wichita) will be billed for the cost of the inspection and 
report. The inspection costs a flat fee of $125 and 
includes the initial inspection and one follow up for 
corrections. A $50 fee will apply to each additional 
inspection report thereafter. Fees for water sampling 
and testing will be charged in addition to the inspection 
fee. Personal use water wells in the city are required to 
be tested for bacteria and nitrates. The fees for bacteria 
and nitrates are $25 for each sample. Additional 
sampling for organic and chemical analysis of water 
may be required and will incur additional charges 
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TITLE TRANSFER INSPECTIONS 
A title transfer inspection consists of a review of 
Environmental Health Division water quality records 
for a property and an on-site inspection of all water 
well(s) and/or any on-site sewage systems. This 
evaluation is an “all or nothing” process and cannot be 
ordered in “pieces.” If there is a well or sewage system 
on the property, it WILL be inspected. Requests for title 
transfer inspections should be made at least 4-6 weeks 
before the closing date. In the city requests are required 
at time of listing the property for sale. All inspections 
are valid for a period of six months. 

 
IS THIS REQUIRED? 

All domestic water wells, regardless of use, within the 
corporate city limits of Wichita are required to be 
inspected PRIOR to change of ownership whether a 
loan is involved or not. Inside the city limits the 
property owner (seller) is responsible for inspections 

http://www.wichita.gov/PWU/Pages/WaterQuality.aspx


and fees. Any party with an interest in the property is 
obligated to contact the Environmental Health Division 
for inspection at time of listing the property for sale. 
Inspections for refinance in the city are provided as 
requested. Wells and sewage systems in violation of 
City Code must be corrected. ALL corrections deemed 
necessary by Environmental Health Division staff 
MUST be completed prior to change of ownership. 
Failure to correct these violations may result in the 
issuance of a Notice of Violation and may result in 
possible legal action. Property outside of corporate city 
limits of Wichita is not required to be inspected by the 
City of Wichita.  

 
WATER WELLS 

General 
Location and Construction Standards 

 
1) Well shall be located the required minimum 

distances from the following: on-site sewage 
systems (50 feet from septic tank-lateral fields 
and 100 feet from lagoons), buried sewer lines 
(10 feet), soils or foundations treated with 
subsurface pressurized application of a 
termiticides (25 feet), and all other sources 
potential contamination (50 feet). 

2) Wells shall not be located in a pit or be 
completely constructed below ground surface. 
New well construction is not allowed within 
any building foundation, but any existing well 
may remain in a foundation if it meets all other 
distance and construction standards. 

3) Wells shall meet all current well head 
completion standards as set forth by the 
Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment. No water well shall be 
constructed and used for personal use if the 
health officer determines that such well is in a 
contaminated area and any existing water well 
shall cease to be used for personal use if the 
Director of Public Works & Utilities 
determines that the well is in a contaminated 
area and public water is available to the water 
well user. This would include those areas of 
dry cleaner’s or leaking underground storage 
tank (UST) sites. 
 

4) All cased wells shall have a State 
approved sanitary well seal properly 
installed. There must be no openings 
with wires or ropes coming through 
them; all wires must go through a 
sealed conduit. The only opening 
allowed is the screened air vent. 

5) All well heads shall extend at least 12 inches 
above ground or floor surface. The well 
cannot be in a hole, depressed area, or have 
cracks in the floor around it. There can be no 
gaps around the casing. 

6) Any abandoned wells shall be properly 
plugged, which is confirmed either by 
inspection and/or review of the plugging 
report. A well is not considered plugged until 
the plugging report is completed and turned 
into the State. The Environmental Health 
Division must also receive a copy of the 
plugging report. 

 
SAMPLING THE WELL WATER FOR 

PERSONAL USE WELLS 
1) Only water wells, which meet ALL current 

location and construction standards, will be 
sampled. 

2) In the City of Wichita, it is REQUIRED that 
the Environmental Health Division conducts 
the water test for properties on well water. 
(Test from private labs will NOT be 
accepted.) If a bacteriologically safe water 
sample is NOT obtained, the well must be 
chlorinated and resampled until a safe water 
test is obtained. A f t e r  7 2  h o u r s ,  t he 
water will be checked for residual chlorine 
prior to sampling. If chlorine is detected the 
well must be flushed until no residual chlorine 
is detected. At that time another bacterialogical 
sample will be collected. 

3) In the City of Wichita, if public water is within 
150 feet of the property and an 
uncontaminated sample cannot be obtained 
from the domestic water well, or the health 
officer determines that the property is within 
an area of groundwater contamination, then the 
premises must be connected to public water. 

4) In the City of Wichita, a screening test may be 
required by the Environmental Health Division 

to determine if organic or inorganic chemical 
analysis will be required. 

5) Outside the City of Wichita, a water test will be 
conducted by request only and is not required by 
the Environmental Health Division but is 
recommended. 

 
PROPERTIES WITHIN GROUNDWATER 

CONTAMINATION SITES/CERTIFICATES AND 
RELEASE OF ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY 

The City of Wichita has several known sites of 
groundwater contamination. Most of these sites are 
under the guidance of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), Kansas Department of Health & 
Environment (KDHE), or the City of Wichita. 
Although the sites may be in containment and pose 
little risk to public health, testing and inspection of 
water wells assists in these efforts. The City’s 
mandatory inspection of all water wells within the city 
limits seeks to keep property owners aware of 
contamination within their immediate areas and stop 
consumption of contaminated groundwater. 

 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY GROUNDWATER 

CONTAMINATION 
In addition, property owners within contamination sites 
have other concerns – the costs associated with the 
cleanup of these sites. The Gilbert and Mosley Site and 
the North Industrial Corridor (NIC) Site are two 
pollution areas under the City of Wichita’s control to 
investigate and cleanup. The City will indemnify 
innocent parties from cost recovery efforts with an 
approved application for Certificate and Release of 
Environmental Liability. Interested parties, property 
owners, tenants, lending institutions, and buyers may 
apply to the Environmental Health Division of Public 
Works & Utilities for the release. Application forms 
and maps of the City controlled sites are available by 
request, 268-8351, or on the City’s website, 
http://www.wichita.gov/PWU/Pages/EAR.aspx. Go to 
www.wichita.gov, and click on Get Information; Select 
Public Works &Utilities; Select Environment and click 
on Environmental Assessment & Remediation (EAR). 
Scroll down and look for information in the right hand 
column.  
 

http://www.wichita.gov/PWU/Pages/EAR.aspx
http://www.wichita.gov/
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