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Chapter 1: Introduction

"Vision without action is a daydream. Action without vision is a nightmare." Japanese Proverb
It has been many years since the hustle and bustle of the “North End” district of North Wichita. In the 1920s and 1930s many new buildings were being built in this neighborhood to serve its residents and workers. At the corner of Market and 21st Street a theater and
department store exhibited Spanish Mission style architecture, reflecting the diversity of the neighborhood. These would become the namesake of a visionary new commercial district called Nomar International.
The redevelopment of this commercial district, located near the intersection of 21st Street and Broadway has been a vision of the community for many years. Numerous studies predict the possibilities and the successes that can occur if improvements are made to the
infrastructure and new, creative, development is encouraged. The focus of this development is to make the district a well-defined destination location and build on its cultural heritage.

THE VISION

THE REALITY OF IMPLEMENTATION

This plan is the product of the individuals and groups that have worked together to produce the Nomar International vision.
This vision is focused to create a defined urban district that will accomplish the following:
1. Offer distinctive dining, shopping and entertainment experiences particular to the cultures represented in the area.
2. Create a district that will attract local and regional shoppers and promote economic renewal of the area.

Wichita is a growing community. Not just in size, but in opportunity, cultural and historical pride and in a strong sense of community.
Over the last 20 years visionaries have taken older areas of the city and transformed them into well-defined, thriving commercial
and recreation districts. The Old Town Marketplace District and the Historic Delano District have both shown that collaborative
efforts between developers, landowners, businesses, community leaders, public officials and designers can create successful and
memorable developments within this marketplace.

PURPOSE AND PLAN
This project’s purpose is to define the area’s strengths and challenges, build on what makes the area unique and offer design
guidelines, possible regulatory changes, and imaging strategies to help create a strong, cohesive, successful, safe and inviting
international entertainment and shopping experience. This document has been produced in concert with an integrated communications
plan that consists of a branding campaign, strategic marketing plan, public relations suggestions and communications elements.
The results are a union of a branding identity with physical improvements to create a sense of place that can be marketed for
economic and social success.

PARTICIPANTS AND STAKEHOLDERS

Although the area has obvious strengths, a strong architectural history and a strong neighborhood character, there will be
challenges in its redevelopment. Time takes its toll on infrastructure and public amenities, making it evident that successful
new development will have to address improvements to existing roadways, sidewalks and public gathering areas. Accessibility
is also a concern in older areas that have not had to address this need. Universal design regulations provide direction to developers
to provide access for clients to all public spaces. Public expectations have also increased. There is a certain level of “finish” that
has become expected in entertainment district development. This expectation must be met to attract consumers.
Support for improvement to the district has been growing in the neighborhood. Community groups are uniting to provide input to
the City of Wichita for design direction of the district. This study is the product of their collaboration.

Many groups are to be commended for their involvement in this endeavor. Neighborhood groups include the 21st Street Business
Association, the West 21st Street Community Development Corporation and the El Pueblo Neighborhood Association. Public entities
assisting in information gathering and direction include the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Department, Wichita
Public Works Department and The Wichita State University Library. Not to be overlooked are the stakeholders of Nomar International,
the residents, landowners and businesses that call this area their own. They will be the champions and recipients of the plan’s success.

The first private sector improvement is most likely to be the Nomar Market. At this time the West 21st Street Community
Development Corporation is focused on this endeavor. Other improvements will occur as developers, property owners and
businesses renovate existing structures and build new.

DISCOVERING THE UNDERLYING THEME

To create a strong cohesive sense of unity within a district there must be common “threads” that are identifiable without being
repetitive or restrictive. These “threads” are identified within this plan’s design guidelines and should be adhered to by those who
wish to renovate existing facilities or construct new ones to keep continuity within the district and strengthen its theme.

Before developing a scheme for the future, a strong look at the area’s past, present and people was necessary. When working with
an established area of the city, one that has a significant history and strong presence in the community, a close look at its roots
helps to boost its legacy and keep it true to its origin as it grows into the future.
This project researched the history of the area and identifies the periods in which it was first developed. There are a significant
amount of vintage buildings and possible historic districts that remain intact within the project area. These buildings are easily
recognized and their presence define the district’s boundaries and character. Reuse of these structures is an important building
block in the creation of a unique destination area, one that is not easily reproduced today.

USE OF THIS PLAN AND ITS GUIDELINES

The guidelines within this plan offer concepts for naming and brand development, signage design and color selection. This plan
also provides guidelines for site development and architectural design through accepted style, materials and character development.
Use of these guidelines will help strengthen and unify Nomar International and create a definable sense of place.

Celebration of the neighborhood’s cultural diversity is the main theme of this plan. It is understood that the depth of any culture
cannot be fully comprehend within a short time. Therefore, images and general observations are presented to begin a dialogue to
help explain the direction that is desired in the development. During community presentations attendees selected images of cultural
life, art and architecture that reflect their vision of Nomar International. These visions are strong and universal.
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BENCHMARK RESEARCH
21st Street North Corridor Revitalization Plan
The 21st Street North Corridor Revitalization Plan, adopted by the Wichita City Council in December 2004, identified the “West Sub Area” of the 21st Street North Corridor as Wichita’s
International Marketplace because of its existing Hispanic and Asian populations and the potential to consolidate the existing ethnic retail, service and grocery stores into more attractive
clusters to serve the existing community and attract a wider market. Many of the ideas in the revitalization plan are general in nature and have been carried over into this plan as a
foundation for the guideline concepts that have been developed.

Vehicular and Railway Circulation Plans
Urban circulation has been a concern of the City of Wichita in the project area. Several studies and projects are under way to minimize the conflicts of vehicular congestion along 21st
Street North, Broadway, Market, Park Place and other area streets. The guidelines in this plan are directly related to the relationship of vehicular traffic and pedestrian place, identifying
provisions that make future improvements friendly to both.
Current planning and construction projects are in the process of minimizing conflicts between railways and traffic along 21st Street east of Broadway. This will shorten travel time from
Interstate 135, to the east, and will make it easier to access the project area. Predictions of traffic officials note that the quantity of vehicles using the section of 21st Street that goes
through the project area may not increase with the present planned improvements and that other area arterial streets may be used by those wishing to get to Interstate 135. Therefore,
additional width to the current 21st Street cross-section is not necessary and it may even be adjusted to be smaller.

Comparable Zoning Regulations
As mentioned in the introduction to this study, two successful urban districts have been developed in Wichita: Old Town Marketplace and Historic Delano District. As a part of defining
these districts, zoning overlays have been created within local code regulations. Nomar International is also unique in its existing zoning structure and foreseen programming needs, and
will require new overlay zoning regulations authored specifically for the project area as noted in these guidelines.

PAGE 2

NOMAR INTERNATIONAL
INTRODUCTION

GRETEMAN GROUP + WDM ARCHITECTS

Chapter 2: Research & Discovery

PROJECT AREA
The Nomar International project area includes 21st Street from the Little
Arkansas River to Broadway. It also fronts Broadway from 22nd Street to
18th Street to include the vintage buildings located within this corridor.
The critical mass of the district is located to the southwest of the corner
of 21st and Broadway and is bordered by Broadway on the east, 21st
Street on the north, Park Place on the west and 19th Street on the south.
This area contains the bulk of retail property and has characteristic historic
buildings that could be the commercial heart of Nomar International.
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HISTORICAL RESOURCE SURVEY
Significant Buildings and Districts
Rosin Historic Preservation Consulting performed a study of the architectural building stock
within the project boundary. The Rosin study identified eleven individual properties that appear
to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Four of these properties are residential, and two churches along 21st Street are included. The remainder are within
the commercial mass of the project area. Three clusters of buildings retain their historical/architectural integrity and appear to meet at least one of four National Register criteria. These three
areas have the potential to become historical districts if registered. The 21st and Broadway
District conveys information about the history and evolution of the North End Neighborhood commercial district at this location. The 21st and Waco District retains sufficient integrity to form a
second commercial historic district of a slightly later period in history. There are two houses
along Market that create the Market Street Duplex District. The houses illustrate the adaptation
of Craftsman architecture to a multi-family form.
Though not within the boundary of the original historic study area, the Rosin study identifies
the corner of 18th Street and Broadway as the center of Wichita’s North End District in 1909.
There is a significant amount of vintage structures still in place at this corner. Therefore this
project has extended the boundary of its contents to include this intersection.
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18th Street & Broadway
The center of Wichita’s “North End” district in 1909

HISTORICAL RESOURCE SURVEY
Vintage street front along west side of Broadway from 20th to 21st Street

1930’s Moderne Style

Post World War II Era Shopping Center

Renovated Tudor Revival Style
Filling Station
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Timeline of Wichita’s North End The Nomar International District
1880 - Houses for workers in the North End
1888 - Burton Stock Car Factory, Francis Whittaker & Sons Meat
Packing Plant
1903 - Influx of immigrants from Mexico, Wichita Railroad and Light
Company (street car system)
1909 - Center of North End – 18th and Broadway, creation of Mexican
barrios (neighborhoods)
1914 - All property platted, Hispanic entrepreneurs in “El Norte”.
Bakery, Headlight Gas Company, movie theater, blacksmith shop
1917 - Stock Yards State Bank (Flat Iron Building), Jones Motor Car
Company
1920 - Infrastructure added to area – water, sewer and paved streets
1929 - Nomar Theater, L.T. Hill Company – department store
1935 - Dense residential and commercial development in area, thriving
commercial center, private automobiles began to supplant public
transit
1944 - Shinpaugh Grocery store renamed the Nomar Market
1951 - Small strip shopping centers, rectangular one-story commercial
blocks
1966 - Mixed use apartment and commercial complex, 21st Street widened
1970 - Nomar Theater showed Spanish-language films, influx of Southeast
Asian residents, grocery stores and restaurants

L.T. Hill Department Store

The Nomar Theater

Market Street Duplex District

The “Flat Iron” building at 21st & Broadway
Connie’s Mexican Restaurant (22nd & Broadway)
was once a hotel
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HISTORICAL RESOURCE SURVEY
Wichita in 1920-1
1930
During the 1920s Wichita was a thriving metropolitan
city. It was labeled as one of the top 100 largest
cities in the United States. Trains and trolley cars
transported “North End” residents and workers to and
from downtown Wichita where shops, tall buildings
and theaters catered to their every need.
The streetscape of downtown Wichita consisted of
brick buildings with awnings, arched doorways, bold
signage and lots of lights. It was very simple and very
industrial. Though automobiles were just starting to
occupy the streets, they were not yet the main form
of transportation.
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CULTURAL DIVERSITY STUDY & IMAGES
Cultural Diversity
The neighborhood in which Nomar International is
located is one of cultural diversity. There is both a strong
Hispanic and Asian presence in the commercial district.
Because of this mix and the supposition that the first
phase of new development is to be a Mexican mercado
or international market place, this project presents
Hispanic, and to a lesser extent Asian influence in
architecture, streetscape and public spaces.

Asian Influence
There are many similarities between Hispanic and Asian
open markets. Both cultures celebrate bold colors and
abundant display of wares. Public spaces are similar but
Asian courtyards are simpler and more meditative. Even
though the generalities are similar the details are not.
Asian architecture and decoration reflects its own history
and style and cannot easily mix with any other.

Spanish/Mexican Influence
Bright colors, artistic murals, scrolled metal work and bold signage
decorate architecture in Spain and Mexico. Bold and lively primary colors
are used extensively as are arches, walls and fencing. Earth tones and
natural materials such as clay and ceramic tiles and timbers provide a
complementary contrast to bold, colorful, decoration.
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CULTURAL DIVERSITY STUDY & IMAGES
Hispanic Streetscape
The atmosphere of tourist-oriented commercial
districts in Mexico are full of life and excitement.
Sidewalks are wide, providing space for both
pedestrians and vendors. The interaction between
the two are an integral part of the shopping
experience. Rich, ornate materials are used in
the sidewalk’s pavement and for the street’s
furnishings. Street trees provide added interest
and decoration. Art is incorporated into the space
to provide historic reference and cultural definition.
Though there is the presence of vehicular traffic
along the street, the area is at pedestrian scale.
Courtyards, open storefronts, awnings, stairways
and balconies provide interaction between the
public and the merchants.
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CULTURAL DIVERSITY STUDY & IMAGES

Public Marketplace
Plazas and Courtyards
There are two main scales of public gathering spaces – plazas and
courtyards. The main functions of plazas are to provide space for a
large number of people and the accoutrements that are there to serve
them. Vehicular access is required for loading and utilities are provided
for vendor use. This large open area is usually surrounded by buildings
with open storefronts where goods are allowed to spill out into the plaza.
The plaza has artistic focal points and a decorative hardscape to make
its large open area attractive when it is not bustling with people.
The smaller scale of the courtyard provides more intimate spaces for small
gatherings and more decorative settings for cultural interaction. They are
planted more densely and have a cultural focal point such as a shrine,
fountain or cross. They are often located between closely spaced
structures and are shaded by the buildings and plantings.
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Abundance describes the community market. It is an open
market that provides interaction between vendor and the
public. There are two distinct venues in the market, outside
and indoors. The outside market consists of a large paved
area where the merchant sells out of a tent or vehicle. This
area is either vehicular in nature, like a parking lot, or is a
pedestrian plaza or closed street. Adjacent to the outside
market is the “indoor” rented booths. These booths are in
a building without fronts and have goods that spill out into
the sidewalk or parking areas. Shoppers walk from booth
to booth sheltered from the sun and inclement weather.
Behind the booths, the public is encouraged to walk between
aisles of goods similar to a modern department store.
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LOCAL DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT EXAMPLES

Historic Delano District – Wichita, Kansas
Wichita has successfully renovated two historic commercial districts. Each has its own
historical significance and character. The Historic Delano District focuses on a one-half
mile long commercial district along West Douglas Avenue. Improvements were made
along the street right-of-way to define the district and add pedestrian amenities in front
of the vintage era buildings. Sidewalks were widened enough for outdoor café seating
and street trees. The district’s main focal point is a clock tower with artistic panels
that portray events of this historical area.

Old Town Marketplace – Wichita, Kansas
The most successful renovated district in Wichita has very similar attributes to Nomar International
as well as similar development programs. Old Town is a combination of renovated buildings and
new construction that together creates its distinct theme. Parking lots are screened by walls and
iron fences. Arches define the edges of major retail and entertainment areas. Guidelines define
approved building materials and design character of new construction as well as improvements
to existing properties. Plazas are provided for social gatherings and for open air markets. The
streetscape caters to the pedestrian without hindering vehicular access to storefronts and
dispersed parking areas. Art is integrated into the fabric of the district in the form of building
murals, plaza sculpture and improvements made by each occupant.
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LOCAL DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT EXAMPLES

Residential/Retail Conversion - Clifton Square
Clifton Square Shopping Area in Wichita was created by taking existing single family residential
housing and converting those units to retail sales, office and restaurant use. Business owners
changed the interior of the dwellings to fit their needs and renovated the exteriors to create a
cohesive shopping “neighborhood” that fit the theme of the adjacent community. Decorative
awnings, patios, picket fences, gateways and a minimal amount of signage helps to create the
sense of place. Public amenities such as well-placed parking, vintage light posts, courtyards and
walkways that connect the shops were added to facilitate customer use. Clifton Square, though
small in size, is known throughout the city and has been in existence since 1972.
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LAND USE
The project area is a located within what was once called “The North End” Neighborhood. It is a
multi-cultural community that dates back to the turn of the Twentieth century.
There are two main commercial nodes that are surrounded by residential land use. The western
node, along 21st Street from the Little Arkansas River to Payne, consists of retail, office and a
church site. The retail area is a modern strip mall with street-side parking. From Payne to Arkansas
land along 21st Street is residentially zoned and has a community park and activity center.
East of Arkansas along 21st Street properties are predominantly commercial with two church sites
and some office use. Properties along Broadway are all zoned commercial. Properties along the east
side of Market from 21st to 20th Street are retail. Residential land uses fill the remainder of the
study area.
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PROJECT CHALLENGES AND ASSETS
21st Street - West of Arkansas Avenue
The character of 21st Street west of Arkansas Avenue is significantly different from that to the east. It differs in
three important ways. First, it is of a more modern era and lacks the historic definition of the eastern half. Secondly,
the open area of the park, the high percentage of residential properties and the large commercial/office/church developments
make streetscape improvements less effective and place-making difficult and expensive. The new bicycle path, along the
south side of 21st Street, connects the commercial and public properties and provides street beautification along the
river. Thirdly, because of the diverse styles of architecture in the area, business owners would be better apt to develop
unique designs that reflect the cultural aspect of their establishments than the scope of this plan.
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PROJECT CHALLENGES AND ASSETS

Market

2

Broadway

1
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Broadway is a busy arterial street lined with a variety of
commercial buildings. Some of the buildings have historic
character and some house cultural oriented businesses.
There is a minimal amount of space provided for streetscaping
but it is needed to define the area as part of Nomar
International. (fig. 1 & 2) A pocket park has begun to
bring pedestrian scale and amenities to the Broadway
streetscape but improvements to the streetscape and
building faces are required to better define the district.

NOMAR INTERNATIONAL
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In the late 1960s improvements were made to the sidewalk area
along Market and 21st Street from Broadway to Park Place. The
improvements consist of brick pavers, tree planters, tree wells and
signage defining the “21st Street Market” district. It appears that
funding was not sufficient to provide more.
There is adequate sidewalk width in this area to provide
attractive and functional streetscape amenities to complement
the buildings along the street wall. These buildings were built
in the 1920s and 1930s and are identified as part of the 21st
and Broadway District in the Rosin historical survey.
The quantity and character of the vintage buildings in this area
provide an excellent base for improvements that could define
Nomar International and create a central pedestrian-based market
place that would be the anchor for future development.
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PROJECT CHALLENGES AND ASSETS

1

2

21st Street - East of Arkansas
Like Market, 21st Street was renovated in the 1960s and
widened to four lanes. Unfortunately, the improvement left
little sidewalk width for pedestrian circulation or amenities.
In an effort to provide vehicular parking at the front of some
stores, drives were constructed between the right-of-way lines
and the building wall (fig. 1). Modern strip malls ignore the
character of the area and cater to vehicular needs by setting
buildings away from the street to provide storefront parking
and wide landscaped street buffers (fig. 2).
The vintage buildings remaining still have characteristics that can
be strengthened to revitalize the architecture. But pedestrian and
vehicular spaces must be developed to serve potential patrons.
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PROJECT CHALLENGES AND ASSETS
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Accessibility
The age of the streetscape and its adjacent architecture create potential
barriers for pedestrians. Sidewalks are in disrepair or are not designed for
accessibility (fig. 1 & 2). Thresholds to buildings are not flush with sidewalks
or there may even be steps at the pubic entrance into buildings (fig. 3). All these
are prohibited by the Americans with Disabilities Act and need to be addressed
to provide a safe and compliant streetscape.
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Existing Vehicular Circulation Study
Two arterial streets, Broadway and 21st Street, bring traffic into Nomar International from the
north/south and east/west respectively. There are three two-way and two one-way collector
streets that intersect 21st Street. These intersections are controlled by traffic lights.
Parking is interspersed throughout the district. In older areas of the district, where buildings front
the street, parking is beside or behind buildings.
Public transportation passes through the district twice as it travels to and from the downtown
transit center. Stops are marked by benches and signs but are not sheltered. The route travels
through the center of the commercial mass, down Market and 21st Street and Park Place.
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EXISTING VEHICULAR CIRCULATION STUDY
Street Right-o
of-W
Way
Comparison
It is important to gain a perspective of what the
streetscape along 21st Street could become. The
60’ right-of-way consists of four lanes of traffic
and approximately seven feet of sidewalk width
on each side of the street. As a comparison, engineers
studied Douglas within the Historic Delano District
and the one-way couplet design of Douglas through
the City of Eastborough. Delano has a wide 100’
right-of-way, enough for two lanes of traffic, angled
parking on each side and sufficient sidewalk width.
Eastborough’s 70’ right-of-way is enough for two
lanes in one direction with side yards of 23 feet
each. This width could provide enough space for
parking on one side of the street and sidewalks.
During the course of this research, it was determined
that a one-way couplet, like that in Eastborough,
was not desirable because of the amount of land
that would need to be acquired for its construction.
Listed traffic flow counts for 21st Street from
Broadway to Waco range from 13,000 to 18,000
vehicles per day in 2006. In 2004 Eastborough
had 9,200 vehicles and in 2006 Delano had 9,300
to 9,500 vehicles.
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EXISTING VEHICULAR CIRCULATION STUDY
Planned Street Improvement Projects
INTERSECTION AT 21ST STREET NORTH AND BROADWAY
Currently the City of Wichita is studying possible improvements to the intersection of 21st
Street and Broadway. At this time the plan consists of dedicated center turn lanes on both
Broadway and 21st Street providing five lanes of traffic in all directions at the intersection.
This design retains four lanes of traffic along both arterials converging at the intersection.
This layout widens Broadway to the west by one lane and 21st Street to the north to avoid
conflict with buildings on the south and east sides of the intersection.
The creation of the new intersection requires the acquisition and demolition of three buildings
on the northwest corner of the intersection and one property on the southwest corner.
During the traffic study, engineers studied an intersection layout where 21st Street, west
of Broadway, would provide five lanes of traffic at the intersection converging to three lanes
of traffic from Market westward to Waco. This design did not change the need for property
acquisition but provided more pedestrian circulation in the right-of-way of the street and
intersection by eliminating one lane.
MARKET AND PARK PLACE
This plan provides for the conversion of Market and Park Place from one-way streets to
two-way streets north.

Intersection of 21st & Broadway

Two-way Conversion of Park Place & Market
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EXISTING VEHICULAR CIRCULATION STUDY
Planned Street Improvements
21ST STREET NORTH – BROADWAY TO ARKANSAS
The current configuration of 21st Street within the project area is four lanes of traffic within the 60’ right-of-way. This
configuration provides a maximum of seven feet of width of “parkway” between the curb and the adjacent property line.
Improvements for this section of roadway are scheduled in the current Capitol Improvement Program. As mentioned previously,
traffic studies have considered the possibility of a three-lane street layout from Market to Waco where the “parkway” is
increased to thirteen feet to provide room for more pedestrian area without sacrificing projected traffic count needs.
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Chapter 3: Brand Development

BRAND IDENTITY
Branding

Tagline

Inspired in part by existing area architecture and the historic Nomar Theater built in 1928,
the Nomar International icon incorporates aspects of Spanish, Moorish and Asian art and
culture, celebrating the area’s international qualities and rich heritage. By branding the
Nomar area with this strong icon, businesses and other investors in the neighborhood will
align themselves with the cultural values and community pride that Nomar represents.

This tagline acknowledges that this is a period of development, change and growth. It suggests warmth
and safety, while the Spanish “dia” evokes the area’s multicultural character in a way that’s both fun
and instantly translatable even by those who don’t speak Spanish. The typeface is Clarendon Plain.

Signature Standards
The Nomar International signature is composed of a wordmark (typography) with a supporting
graphic. The signature acts as a whole unit – the typography and graphic remain together and
do not separate from one another. Consistent and exact use of the signature will maintain a
unified appearance throughout all Nomar International brand applications. This unity will foster
rapid recognition for a memorable brand.
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BRAND IDENTITY
Major Gateway
The Nomar International major gateway is designed to be a beacon
and distinctive identifier for the neighborhood. The prominent landmark
greets both vehicular and pedestrian traffic, inviting visitors to enter
and explore this authentic community. The 30-foot metal gateway’s
lighting creates a celebratory mood, promoting nightlife and a vital
entertainment district. Inspired in part by existing area architecture,
the icon exhibits Spanish, Moorish and Asian influences, celebrating
the area’s heritage. Together with the arches and monuments,
this signage defines the business district, encouraging development
and investment.

Monument
These smaller, more intimate gateways
further define the area and help visitors
find their way. Placed at secondary
entrances to the district, they promise
a safe, vibrant experience for residents,
developers and visitors.
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BRAND IDENTITY
Archway
Nomar arches watch over major market district entrances, reminding visitors and residents alike that they are entering a culturally rich
dining, shopping and entertainment area. This infrastructure instills community pride and encourages businesses to locate to this defined
development. By staking out an area to brand as Nomar International, these sentinels help create an environment that promotes grassroots
development and inspires entrepreneurs to build a lively, culturally rich and economically viable enterprise district.
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NOMAR LOGO LIBRARY
An entity such as the West 21st Street Community Development Corporation or the 21st Street Business
Association would be charged with maintaining an original, authentic logo library provided by Greteman Group
as a development tool to empower emerging businesses with professional design services. Businesses within
the designated development area are encouraged to use these logos and icons in combination with their business
names. A business may simply add the phrase “at Nomar International” under its own name or wordmark to help
build the Nomar brand and promote the area.
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SIGNAGE GUIDELINES
The entire Nomar International area will benefit from the creation of a unified district and a cohesive shopping
experience for our customers. To accomplish this, business partners should follow these simple signage and
color guidelines. Signage should be developed in context of the overall brand, and should be in proportion
to the building and not dominate the architecture.

Hanging Projected Blade Sign

Flush Mounted Neon Sign

Painted Building Signage

1. Flush-Mounted Wall Sign
This sign type is mounted directly to the wall, and is designed to enhance the architectural style of the
building. Do not cover significant architectural details. Mount the sign above the entrance, or to the side of
the doors.
2. Painted Building Signage
A businesses logo, icon or graphic may be painted directly on a building wall. Make sure that the typography
is legible and the paint is appropriate for the surface of the building.
3. Hanging Projected Blade Sign
These signs may be manufactured in a cabinet format using metal, or they may be routed in wood and
painted. They may be internally illuminated. The sign should be placed in close proximity of the door and
should be hung no lower than 10 feet to clear pedestrian traffic.
4. Window Signage
Painted or vinyl signage may be applied to window surfaces and should cover no more than 25 percent of the
area. Be sure to use colors that utilize the Nomar color palette.
5. Freestanding Signage
A freestanding sign may be erected on the property, anchored with concrete foundations. This may include
a metal cabinet sign or wood. Neon, halo or ground-mounted lighting may be added for impact and visibility.
Freestanding signage should typically be of pedestrian scale in terms of size and height.
6. Aluminum or Channel Letters
Individual aluminum letters may be installed directly to the face of the building or pin mounted (set off from
the building). These letters may be painted to match the Nomar color palette. Neon may also be used behind
the letters to create a halo effect. You may also construct a channel letter with neon tubing inside and
transparent vinyl covering the light source

Materials
Metal cabinet signage is durable and requires minimal maintenance. Painted wood is acceptable, but must be
maintained and painted every four years. Neon is very durable and lasts a long time.

Lighting

Aluminum Letters and Metal Cabinet

Indirect spotlights, neon or halo lighting is the preferred method of illuminating signage. Routed metal with
interior fluorescent lighting is also acceptable.
Aluminum Letters

Directory
If there are several tenants in one building, consider using one sign panel to display all businesses. This can
be accomplished by using a freestanding sign with interchangeable panels for easy updates and flexibility.

Freestanding Signage
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Staging Standards

Color Standards

A buffer zone provides visual relief to the brand signature from other visual elements.
This allows the brand to stand apart from its surroundings. The buffer zone is based on
the X height of the typography.

Consistent use of approved colors ensures a unified look for all Nomar International
materials and applications. Approved colors allow the brand to inhabit a black or white
background with equal contrast.
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BRAND GRAPHIC STANDARDS
Color Palettes

Supporting Typography

A Nomar International color palette has been created to provide a design standard for cohesion and consistency in the area.
Business owners are encouraged to use colors from this suggested list when painting buildings, designing identity graphics,
and choosing awnings and other architectural details. These colors can be combined in a variety of ways, and all of the color
options need not be used.

The consistent use of typography maintains a family look in all Nomar International
applications, ensuring visual continuity. Two families of type are provided; Helvetica
(sans serif) and Clarendon (serif). Two weights are also provided for visual variety.
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Chapter 4: District Development Recommendations

DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT
Creating a district identity takes buy-in and collaboration. It also takes defined parameters and guidelines. Zoning overlay districts are used by local governments, including the City of Wichita to provide direction to developers who wish to build within a defined district.
The overlay defines the purpose of the zoning regulations, the district’s boundaries, use regulations, parking regulations, design standards, review procedures, exceptions and modifications.

Nomar International Overlay District
The purpose of creating a Nomar International Overlay District is to create, preserve, enhance and promote the character of Nomar International as described in a set of design guidelines. The overall boundary of the proposed district has not yet been identified but would
encompass the project area and additional area as defined by the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Department.
Because of the eclectic nature of the district’s development, excepting the Market Sub-District area, the district’s zoning and design standards should be that of Wichita’s standard codes with more definitive guidelines regulating, use, building facade improvements, street
right-of-way improvements, street lighting selection, signage guidelines, color selections, district identification parking and street tree selection.
Use regulations within underlying zoning districts would still control the properties within the Overlay District with some modifications that allow desired activities but limit uses that are not conducive to the district’s character. Some desired outdoor activities include: public
gatherings and parties, performances, vending, outdoor market sales and outdoor liquor sales. Uses that would be prohibited would include: asphalt or concrete plant, adult entertainment, correctional facilities, correctional placement residence, manufactured home subdivision
and park, mining or quarrying, oil or gas drilling, rock crushing, off-site signs, solid waste incinerator, vehicle storage yard, wrecking/salvage yard, freight terminal, outdoor storage, and vehicle and equipment sales.

Nomar Market Sub-d
district
Within the boundary of the Nomar International Overlay District there would be a special sub-district that delineates the unique
differences of a denser development with the intent that the sub-district becomes an urban public market and streetscape. Because
of these characteristics this district will be named the Market Sub-District of Nomar International.
The Market Sub-District is more urban in nature than the overall overlay district and requires specific regulations in addition to
those in the overlay district to accomplish the desired results. These would include special regulations addressing parking, building
setbacks and height restrictions and landscape codes.
PARKING
Because of the desired density of construction within the Market Sub-District, it is not feasible to expect each property to have the
necessary amount of on-site parking to meet local codes. Special parking regulations will allow the development of adequate parking
for the district without sacrificing the adopted design character. Minimum parking ratios can be determined for each foreseen use,
shared parking provisions put in place and parking districts created. A parking district is a publicly owned lot that rents spaces to
those entities that do not have their own on-site parking but uses the public lot to fulfill their parking requirements.
BUILDING SET BACK AND HEIGHTS
To retain and encourage the existence of a building “street wall” along the sub-district’s street right-of-way line, concessions to the typical building set-back requirements
should be made. All buildings should be set back from the street uniformly to present a continuous façade line along the street, except where minor recesses or projections for
entries, arcades and similar elements may be acceptable. Building height restrictions are not desired to encourage taller structures that will strengthen the existing urban character.
LANDSCAPE CODE
Landscape codes of the Market Sub-District are to be similar to that in the Central Business District and amended for this area to encourage zero lot line development,
installation of unit pavers and similar hardscape materials, street tree planting, parking lot screening and landscaped islands in parking lots.

Design Review Process
Permits for building demolition, construction alterations, signs or site development should be in compliance with the adopted regulations of the overlay district and sub-district
and approved by a design review process. The review process should be conducted by a Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Department staff committee
assembled for this purpose. Projects and improvements that are funded by public funds are to be presented to the City of Wichita Design Council for review. If any of the
identified potential historic districts or individual buildings are put on the National Register of Historic Places, review by the Historic Preservation Board will be required.
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VEHICULAR CIRCULATION
Development of Nomar International may change vehicular circulation through the project area. Traffic along Broadway and
21st Street will remain virtually unchanged. These major arterials bring customers to the district. Collector streets such as
Arkansas, Jackson, Waco, 20th Street and 19th Street connect local traffic to 21st Street and to Broadway.
To create a pedestrian-friendly Market Sub-District some of the existing street sections within this area should be re-designed
to provide spaces for customers to comfortably access shops and for the creation of large public gathering areas. 21st Street
from Park Place to Broadway would be a more urban arterial street section that needs to be more pedestrian friendly as it
passes through the Market Sub-District. Traffic should still flow through the district but at a slower pace so potential
customers can view the shops of the district from their cars, stop or return later and feel safer on the sidewalks. Within
the Market Sub-district, Market Street should be designed for large numbers of pedestrian circulation with integrated
vehicular access to parking lots, store fronts and plaza areas. The extent of conversion should follow the growth of the district.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Since Market Street is planned to be changed to a two-way street and is the proposed center of the Market Sub-District,
the public transportation route should be revised so that it passes along this street twice within the Sub-district. This
adjustment brings visitors directly to the activity area and is an excellent marketing opportunity. Covered bus stop structures
should be located within the plan area to provide service recognition and add to the pedestrian fabric of the district.

PAGE 29

NOMAR INTERNATIONAL
DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

GRETEMAN GROUP + WDM ARCHITECTS

MARKET SUB-D
DISTRICT CONCEPT
The Market Sub-District at Nomar International would be the heart of this urban development. In
essence it is a cohesive group of buildings and outdoor spaces that provides merchants and businesses
a vehicle to sell wares, services and entertainment to the public in an exciting themed setting.

Indoor Market and Event Plaza
The central feature of the Market Sub-District is the market. The market is a combination of indoor and
outdoor retail space that flows together as one entity. The building’s interior space is to be open, airy
and filled with colorful banners and lights. Interior walls could have murals of exterior building walls and
landscapes blurring the lines of enclosure and providing a stimulating venue for the market.
The adjoining event plaza serves as a multi-use space for farmer’s markets, dances, parties, performances
and festivals. The plaza is to be an inviting outdoor space with a formal Spanish Colonial style. Colored
concrete, unit pavers, formal canopy trees, decorative walls, benches, planters and site lighting with
banners are all to be used in the composition. A bandstand, designed to reflect the character of Nomar
International, is the centerpiece of the plaza.
A parking lot, adjacent to the plaza, provides good access to the market and serves as expansion space
for the plaza during peak use.

Retail Shops and Restaurants
Retail shops and restaurants should surround the Event Plaza. These may be renovated existing buildings
or new construction. The building’s exterior facades would follow the Nomar International architectural
guidelines to create a strong sense of place and continuity with the Market Sub-District theme.
Pedestrian walkways are to be large and linked together so visitors may easily walk from one
establishment to another among plantings, lights, benches and other furnishings. Pocket parks and
patios are to be provided for visitors to explore and for merchants to display wares or serve clients.

Residential/Retail Conversion
Where existing residential units exist within the Market Sub-District a unique opportunity is available.
These structures can be renovated into retail shops, restaurants or offices. Spaces between the units
may become garden plazas, patios and walkways. Site furniture can be incorporated into the outdoor
spaces to transform the lawns into public spaces.

Vehicular Circulation

MARKET SUB-DISTRICT CONCEPT PLAN

Vehicular circulation through the Market Sub-District is encouraged and is a major aspect of the area’s success. A Nomar International archway denotes the entrance into the district and monuments are located at its edges. On-street parking and wide sidewalks change the
character of the street to a slower internal drive. This transformation is safer for pedestrians, lets drivers view destination locations when driving through the area and strengthens the design of the district. Shared parking or parking districts are to be adopted to consolidate
required parking stalls so each property can have close parking without breaking up building massing and creating many small parking lots. These larger lots can also be used for community functions.
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MARKET SUB-DISTRICT CONCEPT DRAWING
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Chapter 5: District Development - Streetscape Recommendations

GATEWAYS TO NOMAR INTERNATIONAL
The boundaries and entrances into Nomar International should be identifiable by the general public and out of town visitors.
In addition to recognizable building character and streetscape treatments, entrances into the district should be designated.
These designators take form as gateways, archways and monuments.

Nomar International Major Gateway 21st Street North and Broadway
21st Street North and Broadway is not only the busiest intersection in the plan area but is located at the
central/eastern edge of the most historically significant portion of the district. This is most likely where the
Nomar Market will occur. Traffic coming to the district from the east, north and south converge on the intersection
and scheduled street improvements make gateway development feasible. The Nomar International Major Gateway
is to be much more than an iconic tower and plaza but an entire development that identifies the true definition of
what Nomar International provides.

21st & Broadway

GATEWAY CONCEPT
Gateway Tower and Plaza
The center piece of the gateway is the iconic tower. The tower consists of the Nomar International logo incorporated into a tower of stone and steel. Decorative metal scroll work continues
the theme of the logo down the tower to the plaza. The tower is international and festive in character. Up lighting and/or integrated lighting is to illuminate the tower so it becomes a beacon
for evening activities. The plaza is a colorful arrangement of pavers and colored concrete that connects the street with the tower and the surrounding buildings. New building construction and
building renovation should be designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival, Mission Revival or Mediterranean Revival styles, and continue the character of the district’s architectural history. Trees,
planters, benches, walls and light fixtures bring in pedestrian scale elements that encourage the public to get out of their vehicles and experience Nomar International in person. Parking is visible
from the gateway. This is important to the success of the adjoining merchants and shows the public that there is parking available and easy to access. The parking lots are partially screened
by edge walls, fencing and landscape planting to complement the design of the plaza. Planted parking islands provide an attractive addition that keeps temperatures down in the vehicles.
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GATEWAY CONCEPT DRAWING
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ARCHWAYS AND MONUMENTS
The Archway designates entrances within the Market Sub-District. This structure is to span over an arterial
or collector street entrance. The height of the archway is to provide clearance for emergency and delivery
vehicles. The Archway reflects the design of the Gateway Tower and takes the visual appeal of the district
identifier to the next level by integrating incandescent and neon lighting and oversized scrolling to the iconic logo.
The monuments provide district identification at strategic locations along the district boundary called Minor
Gateways. These monuments incorporate the logo and design of the Gateway Tower into a smaller format
and should be located at intersections of the Nomar District where one or more of the following occur:
• At the edge or within Nomar International.
• Controlled intersection of an arterial street.
• Corner or entrance into the Market Sub-District at a local or collector street.

Monument Location - 21st Street & Park Place

The monuments should have lighting in the pavement shining up on each face for night time recognition.

Monument Location - 21st Street & Arkansas Avenue

Archway

Monument
Monument Location- 18th Street & Broadway
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STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
The public space within an urban district includes the street right-of-way. Typical street design is for quick movement of vehicles with a small
area for a few pedestrians to travel. Streetscapes intended for a greater amount of pedestrian traffic is designed for both vehicular and pedestrian
circulation with amenities to encourage longer stay time. These tactics have been set in place in many urban developments and should be
incorporated into the infrastructure of Nomar International.
Three typical street sections should be addressed in the plan area:
• Arterial Street (example: 21st Street North, Broadway)
• Collector Street within the Market Sub-District (example: Market Street)
• Monument Locations (example: Broadway and 18th Street)
Street rights-of-way in the plan area are typically 60’ in width with four lanes of traffic or two lanes of traffic with parallel parking. This cross
section is comprised of a 46’ to 48’ roadway width and 6’ to 7’ of width for pedestrian sidewalks. In some locations there is only a 6’ width of
pavement between the street curb and the front door of buildings. In an effort to make pedestrian areas as friendly as possible many streetscape
improvements have been incorporated into the plan.

Arterial Street within Nomar International District Area
Streetscape improvements within the 7’ pedestrian width include new concrete sidewalk. The sidewalk grade is to be adjusted as necessary to
bring pavement up to the finished floor of adjacent buildings. All barriers to accessibility should be removed in accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act. The concrete is to have hand troweled joints spaced equal distance to develop a congruent pattern.
At the back of the street curb a 16” ribbon of decorative pavers provides a simple but decorative accent. A 12” concrete ribbon retains the pavers
and frames paver cross walks and corners. Intersection corners will need additional property, when available, to install a field of 12”x12” pavers,
16” paver ribbon, 12” concrete ribbon, tactile warning strips and intersection medallions. The medallion is a decorative inset that is designed by
local artists. They are to be constructed of durable materials such as tile, glass or bronze inset into concrete. The medallion design is to reflect
Nomar International’s specific historic and neighborhood character.
Pedestrian light fixtures with banners line the street between intersections providing safety lighting and standards for decorative banners.
Street corner lights and traffic signals should match the character of the pedestrian light fixtures.
This design is the district’s standard streetscape treatment for pedestrian right-of-way where pavement fills the entire width.

PLAN VIEW

Collector Street within the Market Sub-D
District Area
When a collector street is within the Market Sub-District and is intended to be a pedestrian walkway with vehicular access, a higher level of
pedestrian furnishings should be implemented.
In addition to the standard sidewalk treatment, areas wider than 12’ should have a 6’ wide pedestrian walkway along the street edge that
consists of 18”x18” pavers, benches, trash receptacles, ash urns, newspaper stands, planter pots and street trees with grates and protectors.
Examples of these furnishings are shown in the site furniture section of this plan. In areas of the street where it may be closed for public
activities the sidewalk materials should be used within the roadway. Additional pavement treatments may be incorporated into the roadway
such as unit paver crosswalks or plaza extensions.
Where the district’s collector streets come to an intersection, the crosswalks should be an extension of the unit paver corner treatments: five
feet width of 12” square pavers with 16” paver and 12” concrete ribbons. The intersection should be constructed of concrete. Street island
areas should be landscaped with the same level of streetscape treatment and should incorporate sculptural art work and/or decorative plantings.
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STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS

Monument Locations

Where monuments are positioned at Minor Gateways
to the district area, additional right-of-way area needs
to be acquired for their placement. The monuments
should be incorporated into the design of the intersection
corners and bordered by the unit pavers and concrete
ribbons. Lighting should be installed in the pavement
to illuminate the monuments.

PLAN VIEW

CROSS SECTION
MONUMENT LOCATION AT MINOR GATEWAY SPACE ON ARTERIAL STREET
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ALTERNATIVE STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
Three Lane – 21st Street North
To provide more pedestrian area within the 21st Street right-of-way, the City of Wichita Public Works Department supports a
change from the existing four lane section to three lanes between Market and Waco. If this is adopted, the pedestrian area on
each side of the street would be increased from 7’ to 13’ wide. This alternate cross-section provides ample width to provide
amenities along 21st Street similar to that of other urban district arterials in Wichita.

Typical Three Lane 21st Street North – Monument Locations
The pedestrian area in the typical cross-section of a three-lane 21st Street within Nomar International would consist of a 6’
sidewalk along the right-of-way line and a 7’ landscape area with street trees, turf and pedestrian light fixtures. Intersections
would be per typical City of Wichita standards except at monument locations. Monument intersections would have the paver
corner treatment previously described. This cross section would occur along 21st outside of the Market Sub-District where
hardscape between the street’s curb and the building wall is not desirable but a landscaped area at the street edge is.

PLAN VIEW

CROSS SECTION
TYPICAL THREE LANE 21ST STREET NORTH AT COLLECTOR STREET - MONUMENT LOCATIONS
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ALTERNATIVE
STREETSCAPE
IMPROVEMENTS
PLAN VIEW

Three Lane 21st Street North
Within Market Sub-d
district

PLAN VIEW

Additional pedestrian width, created by the three-lane
cross section, provides enough space for amenities like that
along the Market Sub-District’s Collector Streets
(as described on page 35). The added 6’ width provides
space for unit pavers benches, trash receptacles, ash urns,
newspaper stands, pedestrian light fixtures, banners,
planter pots, street trees and artistic medallions at the
intersections. Where 21st Street intersects Market
Sub-District collector streets, the hardscape areas
would seamlessly flow together into congruent
pedestrian walkways.

CROSS SECTION
CROSS SECTION
THREE-LANE 21ST STREET NORTH WITHIN MARKET SUB-DISTRICT
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Nomar International Pedestrian Gateway

STREETSCAPE MATERIALS
Site Furniture
Benches, trash receptacles, ash urns, bicycle racks, fencing, walls and other amenities make up the palette of
streetscape site furniture. These features are both decorative and functional. The inclusion of these items into the
streetscape signifies to the public that the space is designed for pedestrian use. The styles selected complement
the adjacent architecture character and strengthen the theme of the development. Scrolled metal work, historic
detailing, and modern simplicity are all combined to help merge new development with the historic 1930s
structures of this area and the international theme.
Nomar International Covered Bus Stop

Benches, tables, chairs, covered bus stops and bike racks cater to the public's need for rest, seating, shelter
and storage. Both public and private development should select materials from this pallet. Matching styles and
colors will strengthen the district’s sense of place and seamlessly define the merchant’s inclusion in the overall
development.

Nomar International Custom Bench
“Conga” Shaped Trash & Ash Receptacles
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STREETSCAPE MATERIALS

Decorative Black Iron Fencing

Planters & Pavers
Streetscape materials are used to decorate, define, control and protect. Decorative tree grates and tree
guards help to protect and sustain the plantings that are incorporated into the streetscape. Decorative
pavement is used in the landscape to draw attention to places of significance and give those areas a
custom treatment not unlike a decorative rug within a residence. Unit pavers, exterior tile and patterned,
colored concrete with an aged “Old World” appearance should be used.
Though usually thought of as merely decorative, planter pots, fencing, walls and bollards serve as safety
and security barriers. They also help to define specific use spaces and separate pedestrian and vehicular
circulation. In many cultures fences and walls are a symbol of stature and success and are commonplace
in site design.

Planters should have same style as area architecture

Concrete, clay, or clay tiles my be used as unit
pavers. Color should be a mixture of hues that
complement the Nomar International color pallet.

Tree Grate and Protection
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STREETSCAPE MATERIALS
Roadway and Pedestrian Lighting
Site lighting fixtures fall into two specific scales: roadway and pedestrian. Roadway lighting is rarely thought of as decorative but is used more
for security and safety in large, mostly vehicular oriented places. Pedestrian lighting is brought down to human scale and is selected for its visual
character as well as its safety attributes.
To strengthen the definition of Nomar International, matching roadway and pedestrian lighting are recommended. Black standards with matching,
simple, historical style bases complement lanterns that have an international flair. The pedestrian scale lanterns should be very decorative and the
roadway lanterns have a distinct design that is different from any other area. The inclusion of these fixtures will help define the boundaries of
the district along the street right-of-way as well as within the pubic spaces. Each pole can be fitted with brackets that can display colorful and
informative banners to further define the area and have electrical outlets for the installation of holiday lights.
Wall brackets and hanging brackets are available if a designer wished to incorporate the street lantern into architectural design

Illumination Levels
The Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) offers recommended practices for providing correct lighting levels for roadway
and sidewalk safety. Following these guidelines would provide the minimum light levels needed in general instances. This plan suggests that
a quality of lighting higher than that recommended by the IESNA be provided for greater safety and district recognition. Figure 1 shows
recommended maintained illuminance values for the project area.
In addition to recommended maintained illuminance values there are other qualities in lighting that are to be considered
in lighting design: light color, glare control, uniformity ratio and average vertical levels for pedestrian security. Broad
spectrum light sources such as metal halide or induction florescent lamps should be used to provide more true color
rendition and “brighter” light perception. High glare levels from light fixtures may reduce the ability of people to clearly
see what is near to the light fixture and creates “blind spots”. Glare problems can be reduced by careful light fixture
placement, lower wattage lamps, and internal louvers or cut-off baffles within the fixtures. Average vertical light levels
refer to the amount of light at 6’ above walkways. If this level is too low, people or items on vertical surfaces are hard
to identify at a distance.
FIGURE 1. RECOMMENDED MAINTAINED ILLUMINANCE LEVELS FOR NOMAR INTERNATIONAL
Area Description
Horizontal Light
Average Vertical Light
Level Range (foot-candles)
Levels for Special Pedestrian Security* (foot-candles)

Pedestrian Lighting

Roadway Lighting

Street
Sidewalk
Intersection Crosswalk
Plaza
Parking Lot
(Uniformity Ratio = 20:1, max.-to-min.)
Parking Lot – Multipurpose Use
(Uniformity Ratio = 15:1, max.-to-min.)

1-2
1-5
1-5
5 - 10
.2 - 1

2.2
2.2
2.2
0.1

1-5

0.25

* For pedestrian identification at a distance. Values at 6’ above pavement.
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STREETSCAPE MATERIALS
Banners
Banners that support the Nomar brand continue the
area’s celebratory cultural theme while advertising
specific events or simply defining the market, festivals
and attractions. These banner examples are a guide
for further creativity. They may be used as designed or
additional banners may be created for specific promotions.
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PUBLIC ART
Bandstand Lanterns
Asian and Hispanic cultures alike employ handcrafted lighting
for special events, as well as in their everyday lives. Seasonal
festival lighting consisting of Asian paper lanterns combined
with Hispanic perforated tin lamps could be produced either
by local artisans or in community-based workshops.

Masks
The Oaxacan and Guerrero regions of Mexico are known for
their carved wooden masks and figures. Predominately used
for fiestas and other ceremonial events, these brightly colored,
fanciful carvings can be found throughout Hispanic cultures.
The potential for an art/cultural event similar to Wichita’s
“Plane Crazy” could be organized around these masks, to
coincide with a Nomar opening fiesta.
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PUBLIC ART
Bollards
Purposefully located in pedestrian traffic, bollards are an opportunity for three-dimensional
sculpture that is both interesting and utilitarian. A variety of both Hispanic and Asian forms
lend themselves to these “miniature monoliths.” Through the use of cast reinforced concrete,
multiples could be produced at a cost relative to off-the-shelf bollards. This could be a small
scale opportunity for several local sculptors.

Crosswalks/Sidewalks
Traditional geometric motifs found in Zapotec textiles lend themselves appropriately to the
woven appearance of patterned pavers and the design could be incorporated into crosswalks
or plazas.

Planters
Painted street planters provide another opportunity for the use of color to further a sense of
cultural flavor. The Guanajuato region, which is predominantly devoted to the production of
ceramics and tile, provide ample designs and motifs.
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STREETSCAPE AND URBAN
SPACE PLANTING
Life is given to the streetscape by incorporating plant materials into the design pallete. The plant
materials provide a natural connection to the pedestrian that is otherwise lost if an area is only
pavement and site furniture. Color, shade, fragrance, movement, texture and visual interest are
all provided through plant and tree installations. When placed correctly, the materials help to
define spaces and create outdoor rooms. Large areas that would otherwise be hard and hot
are converted to interesting, more inhabitable places that are cooler and park-like.
The selection of streetscape plant materials is very important. They should be hardy to the climate
of the region and should be able to survive in the harsh environment of the urban landscape where
there is excessive heat and pollutants. It is also important to provide a sustainable environment
in which the plants are able to survive and thrive. Without the essentials for growth, the plant
materials will become an unhealthy maintenance issue and an eyesore. Good plant health is
dependent on adequate planting space, soil content, water source and maintenance schedule.
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STREETSCAPE PLANT SELECTION
Street Trees
Trees planted within a street right-of-way are selected to provide shade, color, pedestrian scale and neighborhood recognition. The plant palette offers a list of plant
materials approved for Nomar International. Each type of street has a designated Street Tree Set list identifying trees that could be installed in the streetscape to
define the street. Care is to be taken in species placement so mature plants do not conflict with utilities or structures. A variety of species and sizes are available
so that the final plant selection fits the criteria of the placement.
ARTERIAL STREET TREES WITHIN DISTRICT
Large Deciduous Trees
Common Name
Scientific Name
• (A) October Glory Maple
Acer rubrum ‘October Glory’
• (B) Sawtooth Oak
Quercus acutissima
Medium Deciduous Trees
Common Name
Scientific Name
• (C) Prairifire Crabapple
Malus ‘Prairifire’
• (D) Lacebark Allee Elm
Ulmus parvifolia ‘Elmer II’
COLLECTOR STREET TREES WITHIN DISTRICT
Large Deciduous Trees
Common Name
Scientific Name
•
Sugar Caddo Maple
Acer saccharum ‘Caddo’
• (E) Chinkapin Oak
Quercus muehlenbergii
•
Lacebark Elm
Ulmus parvifolia
Medium Deciduous Trees
Common Name
Scientific Name
• (F) Chinese Pistache
Pistacia chinensis
•
Scarlet Sentinel Maple
Acer rubrum ‘Scarsen’
UPRIGHT TREES IN NOMAR MARKET SUB-DISTRICT
Common Name
Scientific Name
•
Scarlet Sentinel Maple
Acer rubrum ‘Scarsen’
• (G) Chitalpa
Chitalpa tashkentensis
• (H) Japanese Tree Lilac
Syringa reticulate
•
Lacebark Allee Elm
Ulmus parvifolia ‘Elmer II’

A
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PLANTS FOR PLANTERS
Shrubs
Common Name
•
(I) Skyrocket Juniper
Ornamental Grasses
Common Name
•
Tufted Hair Grass
•
Purple Majesty Ornamental Millet
•
Annual Red Fountain Grass
Annual/ Perennial
Common Name
• (J) Magnus Coneflower
•
Purple Leaf Wintercreeper Euonymus
• (K) Stella de Oro Daylily
• (L) Margarita Ornamental Sweet Potato
TURF GRASSES
Common Name
•
Bermudagrass (sod)
•
Kansas Premium Fescue Blend
ORNAMENTAL GRASSES/ GROUNDCOVERS
Large (>3’ Tall)
Common Name
•
Foerster’s Feather Reed Grass
•
Maiden Grass
Medium and Small (<3’ Tall)
Common Name
•
Elijah Blue Blue Fescue
•
Dwf. Hameln Fountain Grass
• (M) Black Flowering Fountain Grass
Groundcover
Common Name
•
Purpleleaf Wintercreeper Euonymus
• (N) Stella de Oro Daylily
•
Big Blue Liriope
•
Majestic Liriope
•
Black Mondo Grass
•
Bowles Vinca Minor
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Scientific Name
Juniperus chinensis ‘Skyrocket’
Scientific Name
Deschampsia caespitosa viviparia
Pennisetum glaucum ‘Purple Majesty’
Pennisetum setaceum ‘Rubrum’
Scientific Name
Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’
Euonymus fortunei ‘Coloratus’
Hemerocallis ‘Stella de Oro’
Ipomoea batatas ‘Margarita’
Scientific Name
Cyndon dactylon
Festuca arundinacea

Scientific Name
Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’
Scientific Name
Festuca ovina glauca ‘Elijah Blue’
Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln’
Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Moudry’
Scientific Name
Euonymus fortunei ‘Coloratus’
Hemerocallis ‘Stella de Oro’
Liriope muscari ‘Big Blue’
Liriope muscari ‘Majestic’
Ophiopogon planiscapus ‘Nigrescens’
Vinca minor ‘Bowles’
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STREETSCAPE PLANT SELECTION
Parking Lots
Parking lots should have parking islands and screening areas that are landscaped with trees, shrubs and groundcover plant materials. Trees are selected for shade, ornamentation and durability. Parking lot landscaping would be provided in accordance with minimum standards of the City of Wichita Landscape Code.

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z

Plazas and Courtyards
Public outdoor spaces, such as plazas and courtyards, should be landscaped in a way that reflects the theme of Nomar International, the use of the plaza, and the building
types surrounding the spaces. Fifty percent of the surface area of a plaza space should be shaded by trees at their mature size except where placement of trees conflicts with
the projected use of the open space. For example, an open air market area will need larger open spaces for a stage and booth setup. Planters should be provided within and
at the perimeter of open spaces to provide a sense of enclosure and define the space. Color, texture, scale and water requirements should be considered in the selection and
placement of materials.

Maintenance and Irrigation
Planting and landscape areas would be maintained by the property owner. Maintenance includes watering by an automatic irrigation system, pruning and shaping, mowing,
edging, mulching, material replacement, litter removal and rotating materials in planters and annual beds. A high level of care will be required to maintain the desired quality
of the district.
PLANTS FOR PARKING LOTS AND PUBLIC OUTDOOR SPACES
Large Deciduous Trees
Common Name
Scientific Name
• (O) Autumn Blaze Maple
Acer rubrum x freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’
•
October Glory Maple
Acer rubrum ‘October Glory’
•
Sugar Caddo Maple
Acer saccharum ‘Caddo’
• (P) Sugar Legacy Maple
Acer saccharum ‘Legacy’
•
Sawtooth Oak
Quercus acutissima
•
Chinkapin Oak
Quercus muehlenbergii
•
Lacebark Elm
Ulmus parvifolia
Medium Deciduous Trees
Common Name
Scientific Name
•
Pacific Sunset Maple
Acer truncatum x A. platanoides ‘Warrenred’
• (Q) Imperial Honeylocust
Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Impcole’
•
Chinese Pistache
Pistacia chinensis
•
Prairifire Crabapple
Malus ‘Prairifire’
• (R) Snowdrift Crabapple
Malus ‘Snowdrift’
Small Deciduous (Ornamental) Trees
Common Name
Scientific Name
• (S) Forest Pansy Redbud
Cercis canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’
•
Chitalpa
Chitalpa tashkentensis
• (T) Canada Red Chokecherry
Prunus virginiana ‘Canada Red’
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SHRUBS
Large (>3’ Tall)
Common Name
•
Red Leaf Barberry
•
Mentor Barberry
• (U) Jet Trail Quince
•
Spreading Cotoneaster
•
Compact Burning Bush
•
Gold Coast Juniper
• (V) Snowmound Spirea
Medium and Small (<3’ Tall)
Common Name
•
Crimson Pygmy Barberry
•
Emerald Gaiety Euonymus
•
Lodense European Privet
•
Abbots Wood Potentilla
•
Gro-Low Sumac
• (W) Anthony Waterer Spirea
• (X) Goldflame Spirea
• (Y) Dwf. Korean Lilac
•
Summer Snowflake Viburnum
• (Z) Adam’s Needle Yucca
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Scientific Name
Berberis thunbergii atropurpurea
Berberis x mentorensis
Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Texas Scarlet’
Cotoneaster divaricatus
Euonymus alatus ‘compacta’
Juniperus chinensis ‘Gold Coast’
Spiraea nipponica ‘Snowmound’
Scientific Name
Berberis thunbergii ‘Atropurpurea Nana’
Euonymus fortunei ‘Emerald Gaiety’
Ligustrum vulgare ‘Lodense’
Potentilla froticosa ‘Abbots Wood’
Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’
Spiraea bumalda ‘Anthony Waterer’
Spirea bumalda ‘Goldflame’
Syringa meyeri ‘Palibin’
Viburnum plicatum
Yucca filamentosa ‘Variagata’
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Chapter 6: District Development - Architectural Recommendations

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE OF NOMAR INTERNATIONAL
Construction in Nomar International should be designed to be compatible with the theme of the district by coordinating architectural styles, details, materials,
colors and scale with the original buildings in the district and per the recommendations in this plan. Spanish Colonial Revival, Mission Revival, and Mediterranean
Revival style architecture is encouraged as well as other vernacular styles that were popular in Wichita in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s.

Spanish Colonial Revival Style

Mediterranean Revival Style

This movement enjoyed its greatest popularity between 1915 and 1931 and
was most often exhibited in single-level detached homes but has been adapted
to commercial buildings. The style is characterized by a combination of details
from several eras of Spanish and Mexican architecture The style is marked
by the prodigious use of smooth plaster (stucco) wall and chimney finishes,
low-pitched clay tile, shed or flat roofs, and terra cotta or cast concrete
ornaments. Other characteristics typically include small porches or balconies,
Roman or semi-circular arcades and fenestration (such as windows and
doors), tall, double–hung windows, canvas awnings and decorative iron trim.
Other characteristics:
• Rectangular or L-plan
• Horizontal massing
• Predominantly one-story
• Interior or exterior courtyards
• Asymmetrical shape with cross-gables and side wings

Mediterranean Revival Style architecture is an eclectic design style that
was first introduced in the United States around the turn of the nineteenth
century, and came into prominence in the 1920s and 1930s. The style
evolved from "rekindled interest in Italian Renaissance palaces" and seaside
villas dating from the sixteenth century.

Mission Revival Style
The Mission Revival Style was an architectural movement that began in
the late 19th Century and drew inspiration from the early Spanish missions
in California. The movement enjoyed its greatest popularity between 1890
and 1915, though numerous modern residential, commercial and institutional
structures (particularly schools and railroad depots) display this instantly
recognizable architectural style.
All of California's missions shared certain design characteristics, owing both
to the limited selection of building materials available to the founding padres
and an overall lack of advanced construction experience. Each installation
used massive walls with broad, unadorned surfaces and limited
fenestration, wide, projecting eaves and low-pitched clay tile roofs.
Other features included long, arcaded corridors, pierced arches and curved
gables. Exterior walls were coated with plaster (stucco) to shield the
adobe bricks beneath from the elements.

Structures are typically multi-story and based on a rectangular floor plan,
and feature massive, symmetrical primary façades. Mediterranean Revival
is generally characterized by stuccoed wall surfaces, flat or low-pitched
terra cotta and tile roofs, arches, scrolled or tile-capped parapet walls and
articulated door surrounds. Feature detailing is occasionally executed in keystone.
Balconies and window grilles are common, and are generally fabricated out of
wrought iron or wood. Ornamentation can range from simple to dramatic, and
may draw from a number of Mediterranean references. Classical, Spanish or
Beaux-Arts architecture details are often incorporated into the design, as are
lush gardens.

Spanish Colonial Revival Style

Mission Revival Style

Mediterranean Revival Style

The style was most commonly applied to hotels, apartment buildings, commercial
structures, and even modest residences.

Moderne Movement Style
Moderne movement commercial design generally first appeared in this area in
the 1930’s. Architects began applying the streamlined forms popular in industrial
design to commercial buildings. This style featured cubic and cylindrical forms
with horizontal emphasis, smooth surfaces, curving shapes and a minimum of
ornamentation. Materials used in these buildings include cast concrete, buff
colored brick, glass and steel.

Other Significant Architectural Styles
There are a small number of buildings that are built in the Classical Revival
and Tudor Revival architectural styles. Classical Revival was used in the 1920s
storefronts built along Broadway. The small World War I former filling station
on West 21st Street clearly expresses its Tudor Revival design

Moderne Movement

Classical Revival

Tudor Revival
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ARCHITECTURAL RECOMMENDATIONS - RENOVATION
Small Building
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Existing structures, no matter the size condition or style, can be renovated into useful
spaces that reflect the Nomar International theme. With a little creativity even the
existing alleyway garages pictured below can be turned into retail shops, restaurants
or offices, as shown at left, incorporating the following concepts.
1. Eyebrow canopies along building front entrances of Spanish barrel roof tiles and
exposed wood backing or canvas awnings. New roof tiles may be of clay or concrete.
2. Bright Nomar International images or signage painted on walls for decoration or
store identification.
3. Wood window frames and doors painted in Nomar pallet colors.
4. Existing garage doors and other openings transformed to glass store front
windows and doors.
5. Colorful stucco, EFIS, stone or brick exterior walls.
6. Signage on building façade at entrances. Flush mounted or on brackets.
7. Period lighting fixtures to light buildings and walkways for evening merchant
recognition and safety.
8. A continuous frontage wall is typical of the historical period of the district as well
as the international theme. Infill construction is encouraged.
9. Unsound structures may removed to provide walkways that connect to other area
shops but not to the detriment of existing frontage walls.
10. Decorative metal work arches at alleyway portals signify entrances to shops
beyond and add to the district’s character.
11. New concrete pavement provides access to all development and shows district renewal.
12. Landscape furniture such as sitting areas and planters to provide human elements
to welcome customers.
13. Parking in close proximity to shops when available. Parking areas are shared by all
merchants and may be a short distance from some buildings. Signage and architectural
improvements should be used to identify the entrances to buildings not adjacent to
parking lots.
14. Parking lot trees and colorful landscape plantings.
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ARCHITECTURAL RECOMMENDATIONS - RENOVATION
Large Building
In Nomar International the existing larger, more visible, structures
are located along street rights-of-way. These buildings usually have
a unique character already but need renovation to bring their facades
up to date, in line with the district’s new theme and to better display
the activities within. Typically these buildings have parking lots
behind the buildings and the entrances along the street sidewalk.
Making the street side of the building more comfortable for
pedestrian use greatly increases the attractiveness of the façade.
1. If a building has a distinctive architectural style or detail, such
as the building in the photograph with tile roof on the corner or
the decorative detail above the door to the right, continue the
theme to all renovation improvements to strengthen the character
of the building. The historic relevance of these structures is a
strong theme of the Nomar International. If the façade materials
have been covered, remove coverings and repair the original
exterior. Reopen window or door openings, if able, without
affecting interior improvements. Renovation and repair materials
should be as close to original as possible. In contrast, when
installing new materials, such as when filling in a secondary
opening or building an addition, use materials that contrast subtly
with the original. This will show the evolution of the history of
the building. Brick, cast stone, stucco or EFIS should be used
for building additions.
2. Blank walls are a great opportunity for signage, graphics and murals.
3. Bracket lights on building walls provide decoration and illumination
for signage and safety. Use fixtures that match the style and date
of the building.
4. Colorful awnings provide shade for the buildings and an opportunity
for name recognition. The Nomar International color palette
should be used for all building finishes.
5. Glass storefronts provide a more welcoming entrance and better
advertise the use of the building. Roll down window covers may
protect the glass after hours.
6. Streetscape improvements such as planters, street trees, benches
and decorative pavers increase pedestrian comfort levels and
define district inclusion.
7. More streetscape space can be created by recessing store fronts
and creating patios or café spaces. Areas can be further defined
by decorative metal fencing or walls that match the building
materials.
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ARCHITECTURAL RECOMMENDATIONS - RENOVATION
Residential/Retail Re-U
Use
Existing residential housing units can be converted to retail sales, offices and
restaurant use. These structures should be sound in structure and correctly
reflect the period in which the neighborhood was developed.
In association with changing the interior of the dwellings to fit their commercial
needs, small changes to the exteriors may be made to advertise the new use,
provide useful outdoor people spaces and create an atmosphere that complements
Nomar International. Residential living space may be provided in the second floor
of these buildings for rental units or use by the shop owners.
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1. Houses should be painted with neutral colors or colors selected from the Nomar
International color palette. Colorful accents on the building façade adds excitement.
2. The structure/s existing roofing and siding materials should remain or, if applicable,
historically correct materials used for renovation.
3. Structures that do not fit the historical criteria of the neighborhood should be
removed if they cannot be renovated to do so.
4. Houses that reflect the time period of the neighborhood’s “vintage” structures,
could be moved into the area to increase the density of the buildings and offer
more commercial spaces. Orient the structures to create a neighborhood type
setting. Garages may be used as shops or storage space. Convert garages into
storefronts by glass infill.
5. Decorative awnings and banner signs help to distinguish the merchant type and
entrances. Signage should follow the district guidelines.
6. Patios, sitting areas, umbrellas, fences, walls, gateways and site furniture create
a connection between the structure, walkways and the street. This area can be
utilized by the businesses to increase sales area or offer outdoor café space.
7. A network of sidewalks should be provided to facilitate customer circulation
between the buildings, courtyards and parking lots. Public amenities such as
benches, lighting and decorative ornamentation should be incorporated into
the sidewalks.
8. Parking lots should be placed to the side or near the buildings to offer close
spaces without distracting from the “residential” character. Parking lots
are to be screened by walls, fencing and plant materials.
9. Decorative light posts with banners provide festive color to the area and safely
illuminate the walkways, parking lots and streets.
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ARCHITECTURAL RECOMMENDATIONS - NEW RETAIL/COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION
Nomar International Overlay District
1. Building Height - There should be no additional height restrictions for
buildings in the plan area. Multi-story buildings are encouraged as well
as wall extensions and towers to provide variety to the building façade,
strengthen the district’s character and develop focal points. Towers
should be similar in detail to those in the Nomar International area and
Spanish Colonial or Mission style architecture.
2. Exterior walls - Acceptable exterior wall materials include brick, stone,
stucco and EFIS (to simulate stucco). Stucco may be white, tan or other
colors reminiscent of the era or ethnic style of the building. Murals,
building graphics and painted signage are encouraged.
3. Roofing - Parapet walls are to be used to provide interesting building
facades, screen roof top equipment and also screen a roof’s drainage
pitch when it does not add to the aesthetics of the building.
4. Wall Openings and Building Entrances - Openings in building façades
should be proportioned to pedestrian scale and designed in a manner that
encourages interest at the street level. Decorative metal grillwork can be
added to wall openings for ornamentation or security over windows. Main
entrances to buildings should be delineated through the use of architectural
detailing appropriate to the style of the building. Awnings or canopies
should be made of canvas, cloth or metal per the Nomar International
color palette.
5. Lighting - Buildings should be decoratively illuminated by the use of
bracket lights, hanging lights and/or up-lights in the pavement. Lighting
fixtures should accentuate the style of the building.
6. Pedestrian Areas - Pedestrian areas should be an extension of the
streetscape with decorative unit pavers, light fixtures, site furniture,
planters and trees. Outdoor activity areas are encouraged, including café
seating and outdoor vending space. Landscape within the Nomar
International Overlay District would be installed per the provisions
of the City of Wichita Landscape Ordinance using plant materials and
methods as described in these guidelines.
7. Parking - Off-street parking is allowed within a property’s street yard
but should be limited to one drive lane with double sided stalls. Additional
parking would be provided at the rear of the buildings. Larger lots are
appropriate where they serve multiple buildings or are part of a parking
district. Parking lots along street rights-of-way should be screened by
a minimum three-foot-high screening wall and planting adjacent to any
public street. The wall could be of brick, ornamental iron, stucco or
other materials that are compatible with adjacent architecture.
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Market Sub-D
District - Special Conditions
New construction in the Market Sub-District would adhere to all of the guidelines of the Nomar International Overlay District with the following additions.
In the Market Sub-District, buildings should be setback from the street in a uniform manner to present a continuous façade line except for minor recesses or
projections for entries, arcades and other elements that help provide interest to the façade. Courtyards can be built into the façade as long as three sides
of the courtyard are enclosed by building walls.
To encourage zero lot line building development typical landscape codes should be adjusted for the sub-district area. Street Yard Landscaping requirements would
be waived when buildings are constructed within 10’ of the street right-of-way line. The property within this area would be hardscaped in accordance with the
streetscape recommendations presented in this plan.
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