
Cultural Funding Committee 
Minutes from October 6, 2022 | 12:00pm – City Arts   

Present 

Beth Oaks, Chair | Jerry Gray, Vice Chair | Cynthia Berner | Shannon Boone | Dominic Gauna | Anthony 
Joiner | Ann Keefer | Joe Miller | Sam Smith 

Absent 

Nadine Long 

Time Item  

12:00pm Welcome  

Item 1 Nominate and vote on new Vice Chair 

Chair Beth Oaks opened the meeting and recognized Jerry Gray, who 
agreed to serve another term on the committee but did not want to 
continue as Vice Chair. Joe Miller nominated Dominic Gauna for the role, 
and Dominic accepted the nomination. Jerry Gray seconded the motion. No 
other members were nominated. The vote was 6-0, with Shannon Boone, 
Anthony Joiner, and Sam Smith arriving just after the vote. 

Later in the meeting, Beth Oaks asked for a motion to approve the minutes. 
Jerry Gray moved, and Cynthia Bernar seconded. Motion was approved 
unanimously. 

Beth 

Item 2 Present data from surveys to applicants and committee 

Jesse presented the data collected by the organization surveys taken 
before the FY23 funding was approved by City Council. Discussion 
throughout helped identify why past decisions were made in the 
application process, including naming in-kind and specific donations, and 
surprises, such as the value of the Q&A process. Thoughtful changes to 
the process also came up, such as adding a short time for orgs to say 
anything at the beginning of their Q&A time. 

Jesse 

Item 3 Continue to discuss potential changes to cultural funding process 

After a question from Dominic Gauna, Lindsay Benacka confirmed the 
Cultural Plan will likely not be completed before the next cultural funding 
process. The committee continued to discuss various types of funding 
(multiyear, etc.). Chair Beth Oaks raised the complaint about the 18- 

Jesse 
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month timeframe for the artist access grants. Several ideas were 
discussed throughout the final 20 minutes of the meeting, including 
covering developing and artist access grants. Sam Smith suggested 
spending more time on those two grant types in future meetings. He also 
discussed having two organizations giving out individual grants (CFC and 
Arts Council) and noted that the group would need to consider being 
strategic about the offering. 

1:00pm Adjourn  

 Dominic Gauna moved to adjourn, and Anthony Joiner seconded.  

 


