
 
Protocol 

River Festival  

Water Quality Status Flag Program 

Divisions:Divisions:  
Storm WaterStorm Water   
Environmental HealthEnvironmental Health   
Sewage TreatmentSewage Treatment   
Traffic EngineeringTraffic Engineering   

Program Contacts:  Jim Hardesty—268-4498 

 Escherichia coli  
colony forming units 
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Timeline 
1-2 Months Before River Fest 

 Check condition of flags 

 Set up orientation meeting 
between Divisions 

2 Weeks Before 

 Orientation meeting 
between Divisions 

 Draft Press Release 

 Request IT place a link to 
the flag information from 
the City main webpage 

 Request assistance from 
Traffic Engineering re: flag 
placement 

 

1 Week Before 

 Initiate daily sampling to 
build a 5-day geo-mean 
sample set 

 

1 Day Before 

 Push out PR 

 Hang flags 
 

During River Festival 

 Daily sampling 

 Daily updates to website 

Daily Procedure During River Festival:Daily Procedure During River Festival:  

Blue Flag water is suitable for recreational 
use  

Green Flag suitable for use subject to 
advisory conditions  

Orange Flag river use should be restricted 
subject to further conditions  

Advisory Conditions include: 

 Wash your arms and hands after getting 
out of the river 

 Wash your hands before putting your 
hands near your mouth such as eating, 
drinking, or smoking 

 Avoid swallowing river water 

 Persons with open  wounds avoid 
contact with river water  
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