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Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board 
 

Monday, June 13, 2016 
5:30 – 7 p.m. 

 

777 E. Waterman, Building 200 
Wichita Transit Van Maintenance Facility  

Conference Room 

  Meeting Notes 
Members Present: Melany Barnes, Maxine Bostic, Jack Brown, Barry Carroll, James Crowder, Russell 
Fox, Jerry Jones, Tom Lasater, George Theoharis & Tyler Stutzman 

Members Absent: None 

City Staff:  Scott Wadle, MAPD, Troy Houtman & Larry Hoetmer, Parks Department, Joe Hickle, 
Stormwater Drainage Engineer, Mark Manning, Finance Department 

Guests:  John Moore,  Lonny Wright, Vincent Hancock, Jim Martinson, Hoyt Hillman, Paula 
Smotherland, Jane Byrnes, 

 
Item Description  

1. Call to Order: Jack Brown, Chairperson, welcomed City staff and guests.  

2. Approve Previous Meeting Notes: Tom Lasater moved [Tyler Stutzman] to 
approve the May 9, 2016 meeting notes. Motion carried 10-0. 

3. Public Comments:  

 Prairie Sunset Trail: John Moore, Prairie Travelers, reported on recent 
work on the ‘Prairie Sunset Trail.’  According to Mr. Moore, the trail has 
now been extended eastward to Maize Road. The members thanked Mr. 
Moore for his work and for the updated information. 

 Delano Neighborhood Association:  Vincent Hancock provided  brief 
updates about the: a) new library; b) proposal for use of green space; c) 
possible development of the abandoned rail corridor; and d) a proposal 
for a neighborhood park.   Mr. Hancock noted that he was going to make 
a presentation to DAB I as well.  The board thanked Mr. Hancock. 

 Bicycle Friendly Businesses & Bicycle Parking: Former board member, 
Jane Byrnes, reported that she would like to ‘nominate’ a local bike 
friendly business.  Russell Fox noted that he is now the contact person for 
bike friendly businesses. Jane suggested that parking requirements for 
businesses should be modified in order to accommodate more bicycle 
parking. The board thanked Jane for her comments. 

 Request for Additional Bicycle Parking: Jane Smotherland suggested that 
additional bicycle parking is needed especially in downtown Wichita. Ms. 
Smotherland recommended that parking facilities should be located 
within parking garages.  The board thanked Ms. Smotherland for her 
comments. 

4. City of Wichita Proposed 2016-2025 Capital Improvement Program [CIP]: Mark 
Manning, Budget Officer, presented updated information on the proposed CIP 
process.  Mr. Manning reported that the total amount of the proposed CIP was 
projected to be $7.8M. According to Mr. Manning, the intent is to 1) take care of 
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what we have; and 2) expand projects when possible.  The timeline for finalization 
of the CIP is late summer/fall 2016. Mr. Manning indicated that the proposed CIP 
included a Bike Enhancements line item in the Arterials section of the document, 
which would be used to fund the construction of the following bikeway projects 
listed below.  
 

Year Project Funding 

2017 Redbud Path – K-96 to 159th St $1,603,010 

2019 South Central & Mt Vernon 
Bikeways 

$408,724 

2021 Prairie Sunset Trail and Bikeway 
on McCormick to the Ark. River 
Path 

$1,974,828 

2023 Chisholm Trail and Delano Path $2,025,000 

2025 WSU Bikeway Connections &  
Hoover Bikeway – Sedgwick 
County Park to Crystal Prairie 
Lake 

$1,775,392 

 
Mr. Manning provided a handout of the CIP pages from the Arterials section.  Line 
#20 in the handout was the Bike Enhancement Projects with a total funding of 
approximately $7.8M. Jerry Jones noted that line #48 ‘Residential Street 
Improvements’ that would allocated $100M over ten years would impact biking 
as well. In closing, Mr. Manning reiterated that the City Council has not yet 
approved the proposed CIP.  The board members thanked Mr. Manning for his 
informative presentation. 

5. Wichita Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan: Larry Hoetmer, Park 
Department staff, provided a brief PowerPoint presentation on the Open Space 
Plan.  According to Mr. Hoetmer, the plan was development in 2008 and needed 
to be updated – ‘piece by piece.’ There are currently 130 parks that encompass 
over 5,000 acres.    Mr. Hoetmer showed a picture of the new park mascot – 
‘Barry the Bison’ that is very popular with children.  Some of the projects Mr. 
Hoetmer discussed were: 1) new water feature at the Buffalo Park; 2) Watson 
Park; 3) Pracht Wetlands; 4) Aquatic Master Plan; and 5) Crystal Prairie Lake Park.  
Mr. Hoetmer always reviewed the Park Departments priority bike/pedestrian 
pathways.  Most of the projects were consistent with the Master Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plans.  Melany Barnes suggested that a large open space is needed for 
large hunting dogs and their trainers. Jerry Jones noted that the Park Department 
and the WBPAB have very similar interests. Jerry Jones suggested that efforts 
should be made by the Park Department to leverage funds for bike/ped projects 
as well. Discussion regarding the Park Department’s bike and pedestrian facilities 
centered on developing a coordinated efforts between the Park Board and the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian regarding bike and pedestrian facilities.  Based on the 
discussion there was agreement that coordinating efforts would be a beneficial 
goal.    The board members thanked Troy Houtman, Director of Parks, and Larry 
Hoetmer, Park Department staff, for their informative presentation. 
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6. Discussion of Possible Use of the ‘Big Ditch’ for Recreational Uses: Joe Hickle, 
Stormwater Drainage Engineer, was invited to address the board and respond to 
questions. Mr. Hickle stated that in order to use the Big Ditch for recreational 
purposes, a ‘408 Permit’ would have to be granted by the Tulsa, OK Corps of 
Engineers Regional Office.  Jerry Jones noted that an area, approximately 4.5 
miles from the Zoo to the proposed Crystal Prairie Lake Park, has been designated 
for both flood prevention and recreational uses.  Joe Hickle suggested that there 
would be considerable legal and bureaucratic issues to address before the Big 
Ditch could be used for recreational uses.  Jack Brown reported that there are 
several communities in the State of Kansas that permits recreational uses.  In 
summary, the board thanked Mr. Hickle for his comments and suggested that 
additional research will be needed.  

7. Wichita Bicycle Master Plan-2016 Annual Implementation Work Plan: Scott 
Wadle, MAPD staff, provided handouts that outlined the proposed work plan for 
2016.  Following a brief question and answer session, Tom Lasater moved [Jerry 
Jones] to endorse the Wichita Bicycle Master Plan-2016 Annual Implementation 
Work Plan.  Motion carried 10-0. 

8.  Wichita Pedestrian Master Plan-2016 Annual Implementation Work Plan: Scott 
Wadle, MAPD staff, provided handouts that outlined the proposed work plan for 
2016.  Following a brief question and answer session, Tom Lasater moved [Russell 
Fox] to endorse the Wichita Pedestrian Master Plan-2016 Annual Implementation 
Work Plan.  Motion carried 10-0.  

9. Bicycle Wayfinding System Plan: By consensus, this item was tabled until the July 
2016 meeting. 
 

10. Announcements: 

 Project Tracking: A form with projects and member assignments will be 
forwarded prior to the next meeting. 

 WAMPO Projects: Jack Brown reported that a subcommittee had 
recommended the following projects: 1) Redbud Trail; 2) Bike Lanes on 
Mt. Vernon Street; and 3) Bike Lanes on 17th Street.  The policy board will 
make the final decision, Jack noted. 

 Bike Valet at Riverfest: Barry Carroll reported that volunteers from Bike 
Walk Wichita parked 629 bicycles, two Sequa’s and several skate boards! 
 

11. Closing Thoughts:  

 Board Vacancies: Barry Carroll noted that several members’ board terms 
will expire in June 2016.  Barry suggested that members asked to be 
reappointed ASAP. 

 Legal Concerns: George Theoharis expressed concerns about cyclists 
riding under the influence of alcohol. George suggested that the City 
should review the legal ordinance/s pertaining to this matter. 

 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Monday, July 11th, 2016.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:46 pm.   
 



4 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Barry Carroll,  
WBPAB Secretary 
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City of Wichita 
Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Board

Agenda
1. Call to Order

2. Approve Meeting Notes

3. Public Comments

4. Wichita Proposed 2016-2025 CIP

5. Wichita PROS Plan

6. Big Ditch – Bicycling and Walking

7. Bike Plan 2016 Work Plan

8. Ped Plan 2016 Work Plan

9. Wichita Bicycle Wayfinding System Plan

10. Board Member Reports

11. Announcements

12. Closing Thoughts
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Parks, Recreation 
and Open Space Plan

Park & Recreation

June 13, 2016

Planning Process

• The PROS Plan improves physical connections by 

expanding the linear park and trail system, providing 

connections within Wichita and to the broader region. 

• The Plan calls for improved coordination between parks 

and recreation and the transit system, and builds on 

planning efforts such as the WAMPO Pathways Plan. 
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PROS Revised

• The revised PROS plan 
emphasizes the importance of 
parks and open space as well 
as the scope of available 
recreation and leisure 
opportunities.
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Goals

• Goal 1: Provide safe and accessible parks, open spaces, recreation facilities and programs that help 

create healthy residents and a healthy community.

• Goal 2: Preserve and enhance our unique natural and cultural resources.

• Goal 3: Provide facilities that focus on user needs and desires, offer amenities that are appealing to 

the site specific community, and the facilities have participant safety as the top priority.

• Goal 4. Provide Community based education and leisure programs that are oriented for all ages, 

abilities and are not cost prohibitive.

• Goal 5: Preserve resources through sound management and best practices to create a legacy for 

future generations.
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Goals

• Goal 6: Provide trails that connect community destinations, support alternatives to automobile 

transportation, and encourage active transportation.

• Goal 7: Support life-long human development by providing recreation and learning opportunities.

• Goal 8: Foster community ownership, encourage community participation, and promote 

volunteerism.

• Goal 9: Build partnerships and sponsorships in order to leverage resources and work cooperatively 

toward our vision.

• Goal 10: Provide golf facilities that are accessible and meet the needs of all generations, promoting 

active, healthy residents throughout the community.
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Future Growth

Future 

Expansion
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City Pathway Connections

Priority 1.  Delano Neighborhood Pathway. The 0.6 mile 
pathway extends east and west through the former 
railroad corridor located just half a block north of the 
Delano Business District along Douglas Street. 

Priority 2.  K-96 Pathway to Harry Street Pathway 
Connection. The 3.0 mile section of pathway starts at the 
current south terminus of the K-96 Bike Path and travels 
south along 127th to Harry Street, where it tracks west to 
connect to the existing off-street multi-use pathway on 
the south side of Harry Street. 

Priority 3. Arkansas to Haysville Pathway Connection. 
The proposed 5.5 mile corridor connects the City of 
Wichita and City of Haysville pathways systems. 

City Pathway Connections

Priority 4. South Central Neighborhood Pathway. The 
2.78 mile pathway would occupy the east bank of the 
Arkansas River and connect the Arkansas River Corridor 
to multiple existing pathways. 

Priority 5. Redbud Trail Segment. - Existing trail to K-96. 
This 3.0 mile pathway would follow the former Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) 17th Street railroad 
corridor and connect the segment from Woodlawn to K-
96.
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City Pathway Connections

Priority 6. Redbud Trail Segment - K-96 to county line. 
This 1.5 mile pathway alignment would follow the former 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) 17th 
Street railroad corridor and connect the segment from K-
96 to the Butler County line.

Priority 7. Prairie Sunset Trail Connection to Goddard. 
This 7.5 mile pathway along an abandoned rail-banked 
corridor would connect the exiting trail improvements just 
east of Goddard at 167th Street W. with the trail terminus 
at the Arkansas River. 

Existing Park Expansion

• Buffalo Park – currently under construction with an interactive 
water feature

• McAdams Park – new baseball field constructed in cooperation 
with League 42

• Watson Park – plans to enhance amenities to create regional 
attraction

• Pracht Wetlands – recently acquired and is in the Request for 
Proposal (RFP) process
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Future Park Development

• Crystal Prairie Lake Park –is 
being dredged to create lake 
features for swimming, fishing, 
boating and other water 
recreation activities to create 
regional attraction

Park & Recreation

Parks, Recreation and 
Open Space Plan


















































































































