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POLICY 807 
GUNSHOT DETECTION SYSTEM 

 
I. PURPOSE  
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide officers and supervisors with guidelines and 
procedures to follow when they receive an alert from the Gunshot Detection System 
(GDS). 
 

II. POLICY 
 

The Wichita Police Department will utilize the Gunshot Detection System to enhance the 
Department’s ability to respond effectively to investigate violent crimes involving 
gunfire.     

 
III. PROCEDURES  
 

A. General Guidelines 
 
1. The GDS is intended to enhance the Department’s ability to effectively respond to 

and investigate violent crime involving gunshots. The GDS will aid in the collection 
of evidence at crime scenes, in the investigation, and prosecution of crimes. 
 

2. The goal of GDS is to reduce violent crime and identify incidents of indiscriminate 
gunshots in the City of Wichita. Any concerns, complaints, and feedback need to be 
shared with any supervisor, so the system can be improved to suit the needs of the 
community. 
 

3. The GDS System audio sensors will detect incidents of gunshots within the 
Designated Coverage Area and send an alert to the Sedgwick County Emergency 
Communications Center as well as to Mobile Data Terminals in patrol vehicles via a 
computer application. 

 
4. The GDS System can provide the location, time, date, how many shots were fired, the 

caliber of the gunfire, if more than one firearm is involved, directionality, and a 
precise location of where the incident occurred within 82 feet (25 meters). 

 
B. 911 Communications: 

 
1. All law enforcement dispatchers monitoring WPD channels will log into the Firefox 

application to ensure the alarm is monitored. 
 

2. The responding units shall provide a disposition of the GDS Alert. 
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3. Emergency Communications will dispatch a “GDS Alert Check Shots” as a Priority 
Two call. 
 

4. Two officers and a supervisor will be dispatched to a call of “GDS Alert Check 
Shots”. Emergency Communications will provide the approximate location of the 
gunfire within the Designated Coverage Area from the GDS.  
 

5. Emergency Communications will provide updates from the GDS as well as from 
incoming citizen reports and information from responding officers. The dispatcher 
will associate any duplicate calls to the GDS incident.  
 

6. The Dispatcher will advise the units to search the area with 82 feet (25 meters) of the 
incident.  
 

7. The Dispatcher will obtain the following information from the responding units and 
notate it in the CAD incident: 
 
a. Whether a victim was located and the location. 

 
b. The location of the crime scene, if the incident location is different than the GDS. 
 

8. The dispatcher will send out an e-mail to the “GDS Alert” e-mail group with 
information regarding the location and outcome.  
 

C. Officer Responsibilities  
 
1. Officers shall conduct a canvass of the neighborhood and search for physical 

evidence on all GDS Alerts. A GDS Alert, by itself, does not give Department    
members the legal authority to enter private property. 
 

2. If a GDS Alert is deemed valid, officers shall notify Emergency Communications and 
conduct a thorough investigation adhering to current WPD Policy and          
Procedures. Officers will search the area within 82 feet (25 meters) of the incident 
location. An attempt to locate victims, evidence, or witnesses shall be made.  
 

3. Officers will attempt to locate surveillance video related to the GDS Alert. 
 

4. If no evidence of a Gunfire Event is located or it is determined the GDS Alert was 
caused by something else (fireworks, electric transformer, etc.), officers may use “N-
10” and indicate the reason for the false positive. 
 

5. If officers are dispatched to a call involving shots being fired near the GDS sensor 
location but no GDS Alert or Dispatch was made, a request can be made via 
Emergency Communications to determine if the GDS System detected the Gunfire 
incident. 
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6. All recovered shell casings may be processed for fingerprints and/or DNA evidence. 
All submitted shell casings will be entered into NIBIN. 
 

7. WPD Personnel will adhere to Policy 510 Crime Scene Procedures, Policy 708 
Physical Evidence, Policy 710 Radio Signals and Codes, Policy 711 Reporting, 
Policy 712 Security of Records Information, Policy 535 NIBIN-National Integrated 
Ballistics Information Network, and Regulation 5.8 in conjunction to this policy. 

 
D. Investigation Reports  

 
1. The case detective or investigation section supervisor may request a copy of the 

Enhanced Incident report from the GDS Program Manager. 
  

2. Crime Analysis information regarding GDS will be incorporated into weekly 
COMPSTAT meetings by Crime Analysis personnel.  
 

3. The case detective assigned to a case involving the GDS system shall ensure the 
information related to the case is sent to the GDS Program Manager. The information 
shall include: 

 
a. The case number, location, suspect name, and charges filed by the District 

Attorney or U.S. Attorney 
 

b. If a gun was recovered {Make/Model/Serial Number} 
 

E. Celebratory Gunfire on Holiday: 
 
1. Holidays considered celebratory which may result in large volume of gunfire or 

increased false positives are New Year’s Eve-December 31st and Independence Day-
July 4th. Deactivation of the GDS System during these periods are recommended but 
must be authorized by the Duty Chief or Designee. 

 
2. Deactivation of the GDS system during any other time period must be authorized by 

the Duty Chief or designee. 
 

F. Gunshot Detection Management  
 
1. The GDS Program Manager will be the Supervisor of the Crime Linkage Unit. 

  
2. The GDS Program Manager will provide consistent leadership and direction in the 

application of the system. 
 

3. The GDS Program Manager will maintain regular information reports related to the 
increase or decrease of gunfire activity in the surveillance area.  
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4. The GDS Program Manager shall maintain a thorough knowledge of the system’s 
operation and will act as a liaison to various sections and Emergency 
Communications. 
 

5. The GDS Program Manager shall maintain records of arrest, gun confiscations, and 
charged case information related to the GDS.  


